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PREFACE

Hey. I have been to Hell. | mean this literally; this is not
a metaphor for a bad time in my life.

But this book isn't about my experience. It's about
walking through what the Bible teaches about Hell,
different views on it, and where | land, so that you can
study it more deeply and make an informed decision
about what you believe about this doctrine.

Just because I've been there doesn't mean

God explained everything to me. There was no
moment where He said, "This view is right, this

one is wrong," on every issue. That's why I'm going to
make clear distinctions between what | personally
believe and what the Bible teaches in this book.

This book falls within the Debatable Series in the
Ascend Collection. That means some aspects of this
doctrine are clear biblically, and some aren't. It's okay
to come to different conclusions on the debated points
as long as you hold to the essentials.

Let's jump in!



CHAPTER 1

WHAT'S
CLEAR

In this chapter, | want to present the views that |
believe every Christian, whether Orthodox, Catholic, or
Protestant, needs to hold to about Hell based on what
the Bible clearly teaches:

1) Hell Is Real

Hell isn’t a state of mind or being; it's a real place.

2) It's a Place of True Horror & Wrath

While there are disagreements about how those in Hell
are punished, the duration of the punishment, and in
what sense we're separated from God, Hell is a horrible
place that no one wants to end up in. The core horror is
the severed relationship with God and His wrath.

3) It's Tied To What You Do With Christ

Everyone who ends up in Hell is there, yes, because of
sin, but also because they weren’t born again through
faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. 5



No one is there randomly or arbitrarily. It's just
punishment for those who sin against a perfectly holy,
infinite God in His universe. It's a place where those
who will never submit to Him go.

While there are debates between exclusivism (meaning
no one will be saved unless they accept Christ in this
life) and inclusivism (there may be post-mortem
chances given, or God giving chances for salvation out
of the ordinary in this life), ultimately, everything is tied
to what each person does with Christ.

4) Jesus Preached On Hell A Lot

Contrary to some misguided versions of Jesus that are
presented today, He preached on Hell so much that
He’s the primary voice on it in the Bible. No one
preached on Hell as much as He did.

Many times, Jesus uses the word Gehenna to describe
Hell. This word referred to a real-world place called the
Valley of Hinnom that was associated with child
sacrifice and a garbage dump. Jesus used this word to
get His listeners to think of this real-world place as a
metaphorical representation of a real eternal
destination of wrathful punishment after death.

Below are multiple verses where Jesus uses the word
Gehenna (NKJV):

o Matthew 5:22: "whoever says, 'You fool!" shall be guilty
enough to go into the fiery hell (gehenna)."

» Matthew 5:29: "If your right eye causes you to sin,
pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
for you that one of your members perish, than for your
whole body to be cast into hell (gehenna)." 6



o Matthew 5:30: “And if your right hand causes you to
sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than
for your whole body to be cast into hell (gehenna)."

» Matthew 10:28: "fear Him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell (gehenna).”

» Matthew 18:9: "It is better for you to lose one of your
eyes, than that your whole body be thrown into the hell
(gehenna) of fire."

e Matthew 23:15: "You make him a child of hell (gehenna)
twice as much as yourselves."

» Matthew 23:33: "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how
will you escape the wrath of hell (gehenna)?"

» Mark 9:43: "It is better for you to enter into life
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell
(gehenna), into the unquenchable fire."

» Mark 9:45: "It is better for you to enter into life
lame, than having two feet to be cast into hell
(gehenna), into the unquenchable fire."

o Mark 9:47: "It is better for you to enter into the kingdom
of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast
into the hell (gehenna) of fire."

o Luke 12:5: "fear Him who, after He has killed, has
authority to cast into hell (gehenna)."

These next verses I'm going to share are descriptions
Jesus gives of what Hell is like:

o Matthew 8:12: “...will be cast out into outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

o Matthew 13:42: “...and cast them into the furnace of
fire. There will be wailing and the gnashing of teeth."



o Matthew 13:50: "He will throw them into the furnace of
fire. There will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth."

o Matthew 22:13: "Cast him into outer darkness. There
will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth."

o Matthew 24:51: "Cut him in two and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites. There will be weeping and
the gnashing of teeth."

o Matthew 25:30: "Cast him into outer darkness. There
will be weeping and the gnashing of teeth."

o Matthew 25:41: "Depart from Me, cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels."

o Matthew 25:46: "These will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

o Luke 13:28: "There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and
yourselves thrust out."

o Mark 9:48: “...where ‘Their worm does not die, And
the fire is not quenched.™

Hell is a place of the unquenchable fire of God’s wrath,
where worms (and therefore people, demons, etc.)
don’t die, where there’s weeping and gnashing of teeth,
and where there is a place of outer darkness.

Even though the entire nature and details of what Hell
is like aren’t fleshed out in intricate detail, Jesus
makes it clear through His descriptions of it that no
one wants to be there.

Jesus was very urgent about Hell and died so that
those who trust in Him won'’t have to face it.



5) There Will Be A Final Hell Called The Lake of Fire

The Hell most of us think of when we imagine it is the
place some people go right after they die. While it's
true that most people will go to this Hell after death
and experience punishment, it's not their final
destination.

After Christ returns and raises the dead, the Great
White Throne Judgment will take place. In this
judgment, He will throw all of the unrighteous,
including the temporary Hell itself, into the final Hell
called the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14-15, 21:8).



CHAPTER 2

In this chapter, I'll cover the major views on Hell. Each
one is trying to explain two things: how long the
punishment lasts, and what it actually is.

These views each have variations, and I'm sure | won't
cover them all. The three I've chosen are the ones
you're most likely to run into. I'll present each one's
arguments as faithfully as | can, setting aside my own
perspective. But at the end of this chapter, I'll let you
know my thoughts. Let's go through them:

1) ETERNAL CONSCIOUS TORMENT

Abbreviated as ECT, this is the most widely held view
of Hell within Christianity and is the one most people
outside the Church assume every Christian believes.

This view teaches that all who go to Hell will be fully
conscious, experiencing fire, suffering, regret, and
more. It's also a place that is eternal, meaning it lasts
forever and you'll never be able to escape it. You

live forever being tormented with no reprieve. 10



Here are some arguments from the Bible that
proponents of this view use to support their beliefs:

1) Matthew 25:46

“And these will go away into eternal (aidnios) punishment
(kolasis), but the righteous into eternal (aionios) life.” (ESV)

Two Greek words in this passage are important for
arguing for ECT:

 Eternal (aionios): This is translated as "everlasting” or
"eternal," and its meaning is "belonging to an age" or
"age-lasting." The context of the passage will show
whether this passage points to unending duration or the
lasting consequences of a judgment.

In the passage, Jesus pairs it with eternal life, which is
clearly never-ending. The argument that follows from this
Is that if the life is eternal, so is the punishment. It
doesn’'t make sense for one to be unending in duration
while the other is somehow finite.

» Punishment (kolasis): This means "correction,”
"punishment," or "penalty.” Its root word, kolaz0o, was
used once in ancient Greek to describe pruning to curb
a tree's overgrowth, and the word carries a
connotation of punishment meant in a corrective
sense rather than a retributive one.

Even though some would point to the root word as
evidence that Jesus is talking about a corrective
punishment, those who argue for ECT say that the word
kolasis itself isn’'t used in a corrective sense in this
verse; instead, it's used punitively. Their argument isn’t
about what the word could mean, but rather what the
text forces it to mean.

With these in mind, it makes sense to read Hell as
something that lasts forever and is punitive rather
than corrective in nature.



2) Revelation 14:11

“The smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever;
and they have no rest day or night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark
of his name.” (NKJV)

The Greek for "forever and ever" is aionas aionon,
which means “ages of the ages,” an idiom for
"forever." This makes it clear that the torment

of the Lake of Fire is forever.

It also says that those in Hell will have “no rest day or
night,” meaning that they’ll have a conscious,
continuous, unbroken experience of torment in it.

3) Revelation 20:10-15

“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was
found no place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great,
standing before God, and books were opened. And another
book was opened, which is the Book of Life.

And the dead were judged according to their works, by the
things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead
who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to
his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.* (NKJV)

12



The passage describes the devil, the beast, and the
false prophet being tormented in the Lake of Fire
“forever and ever.” This is the same aidnas aionon
from before.

Then this passage describes all people whose names
aren’'t written in the Book of Life also being thrown into
this same Lake of Fire to experience the second death.

We can gather from the context that "second death”
cannot mean a literal cessation of existence, but rather
a description of the state of those who reside in the
Lake of Fire. This is because “forever and ever” is
clearly stated in this passage and others in Revelation.

From this, we can see the meaning of the text: all who
end up in the Lake of Fire will be in unending, eternal
conscious torment.

4) Daniel 12:2

©

This verse has the same parallel as Matthew 25:46.
Some experience everlasting life, while others
experience everlasting shame and contempt.

"Many who sleep in the dust of the earth will
awake, some to everlasting life, but the others to
shame and everlasting contempt.” (NKJV)

5) 2 Thessalonians 1:9

©

The key word is ‘suffer.’ Suffering is something
that a conscious person goes through. 13

"They will suffer the penalty of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might." (NKJV)




"Eternal destruction" doesn't mean someone is
destroyed in the sense of ceasing to exist because that
would be a contradiction in terms. Instead,
"destruction” describes the state of those in Hell: they
are suffering and being undone, for all eternity.

Finally, their punishment is being shut out from God's
presence. Cut off from all that's good, for all eternity.

2) CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY
(ANNIHILATION)

This view holds that Hell is eternal in its finality but not
in its duration. Once the sentence is carried out, it's set
in stone and irreversible for all eternity.

What's the punishment? You undergo the full weight of
God’s judgment, serving your time according to it, then
cease to exist.

This theology rests on this: immortality isn’t the default
state of human existence. We only become immortal if
we belong to Christ; otherwise, we will eventually cease
to exist in the Lake of Fire (1 Corinthians 15:53-54).

There are variations within this view. Here are some:

» The wicked are annihilated immediately at death,
without a period of conscious punishment in between.

» Humans cease to exist, but Satan, fallen angels,
and demons don't.

Here are some arguments from the Bible that
proponents of this view use to support their beliefs: 14



1) Genesis 3:17,22

©

These two verses make it clear that humans aren’t
naturally immortal. God blocked access to the Tree
of Life specifically so that Adam and Eve wouldn’t

“live forever.”

"in the day you eat of it you shall surely die" ...
"Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of
the tree of life and eat, and live forever" (NKJV)

If humans were already immortal by default, there’'d be
no reason to keep them from the Tree. The text implies
that eternal life is a gift that must be given, not
something humans already possess.

2) John 3:16

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only
% Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish,

but have eternal life." (NKJV)
The Greek word for “perish” is apollymi, meaning “to
destroy, to kill, to bring to an end.” It's not a word for
unending suffering or torment but rather one of being
destroyed and ceasing to exist.

Jesus is saying: believe, and you'll be granted eternal
life, but if you don't, you'll perish (cease to exist).

3) Matthew 10:28

% "Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill

the soul. Rather fear Him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell." (NKJV)

15



Jesus uses the same Greek word from John 3:16:
apollumi. He contrasts what humans can do and what
only God can do: Humans can kill the body but not the
soul. God can destroy both.

If killing the body means ending physical life, then
destroying body and soul means ending the whole
person. And Jesus doesn't say, "Fear the one who will
torment your soul forever." He says, "Fear the one
who can destroy you completely." That's a final
judgment, not an endless one.

4) The Vocabulary of Destruction

The NT is saturated with language about final,
irreversible destruction:

» Death [thanatos] (Revelation 20:14, 21:8, Romans 6:23).

» Perish/destroy [apollumi] (John 3:16, Matthew 10:28,
Matthew 7:13, 2 Thessalonians 1:9).

» Corruption/decay [phthora] (2 Peter 2:12).

 Burned up [katakai0] & chaff consumed by fire
(Matthew 3:12, 13:30, 13:40, Luke 3:17).

» Branches thrown into the fire (John 15:6).

» Atree chopped down and thrown into the fire
(Matthew 7:19, Luke 3:9).

None of these describes something that continues
forever. When the wicked are “burned up” or “cast into
the fire,” the picture given is of an end, not some

kind of endless torment. 16



5) 1 Corinthians 15:53-54

"For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal must put on immortality. When the perishable
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come
true: 'Death has been swallowed up in victory." (NKJV)

Paul says that the mortal must put on immortality,
meaning that it isn't something you already have. It's a
gift that must be received rather than the default
condition of human existence.

3) ULTIMATE RECONCILIATION
(UNIVERSALISM)

This is not the kind of universalism that says “all
religions lead to God” or “there is no Hell.” Instead, this
teaches that through Christ’s victory on the cross, all
things will ultimately be reconciled to God in eternity,
including those in Hell.

Hell isn’t final because its purpose is to expose sin,
purify those in it, and bring them to a place of
repentance so they can be saved and restored into a
relationship with God.

Here are some variations of this view:

 All human beings will be restored to God, but not fallen
angels, the devil, or demons.

» Some human beings won't be restored because their
wickedness is too vile, but most will be saved.

 Everyone will eventually be saved, including the
devil, fallen angels, and demons. 17



» Most will eventually be saved, but those who aren’t
will be annihilated.

Here are some arguments from the Bible that
proponents of this view use to support their beliefs:

1) A Pattern Seen in Scripture:
Judgment  Restoration

Throughout the OT, God judges His people, but then
restores them.

For example, in Lamentations 3, the writer is in the
thick of judgment; Jerusalem is destroyed, the temple
IS burned, the people are exiled. And yet, in the middle
of his lament, he says this about God: "His mercies are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness" (3:22-23,
NLT) and "He does not willingly afflict anyone, but
rejoices in the welfare of the humble" (3:33, NLT).

Universalists explain through passages like these that
God's discipline is real, but it is not His end goal. He is
always working towards restoring people rather than
endlessly destroying them.

2) Romans 5:18

"As one trespass led to condemnation for all, so
% one act of righteousness leads to justification and

life for all." (NKJV)
Paul uses the same Greek word for the word “all”
(pantas) here. If “all” means all humanity in Adam,
why doesn’t “all” mean that all of humanity will be
saved in Christ? 18




The whole point of Paul making an Adam-Christ
contrast is to say that Christ undid what Adam broke.
This means that if Adam’s sin reaches everyone, then
Christ’s righteousness must reach everyone too.

3) Colossians 1:20

"Through Him to reconcile all things to Himself... whether
on earth or in heaven." (NKJV)

If all things are reconciled, then can anything remain
unreconciled? No. Christ’s victory is not partial. It's
total. If the goal is to restore all things, and some
things are left in eternal enmity, then the goal hasn't
been achieved.

4) The Book of Revelation

In chapter 13 of the book of Revelation, the nations are
in open rebellion against God, under the authority of
the beast, and making war against the Lamb.

But then in chapter 21, things drastically change. It
says in verse 24-25 (NIV), “The nations will walk by its
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into
it. Its gates will never be shut.”

These are the same nations. The ones who were once
making war against the Lamb are now walking inside
the New Jerusalem. They went from rebellion to being
in God’s presence. The only way that can happen is
reconciliation.

Also, God never shuts the gates to the New Jerusalem.
This begs the question: Why would the gates of
the eternal city be left open if no one could ever

come through? 19



5) 1 Corinthians 15:22, 25-26, 28

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall
be made alive.” ... * He must reign till He has put
all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that
will be destroyed is death.” ... “when all things
are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself
will also be subject to Him who put all things
under Him, that God may be all in all.”

Those who hold to universal reconciliation make this
argument from this passage:

« First, all die in Adam. This is true of every human being.

» Second, all will be made alive in Christ. If the "all" in the
first half is every human being, the "all" in the second
half is every human being.

 Third, death is the last enemy to be destroyed. If death
is destroyed, there is no one left for it to claim. The
wicked don't keep dying forever. Death itself is finished.

* Finally, God will be all in all. If some people are left in
eternal enmity with God, then God is not all in all. The verse
makes it clear that there will be no part of creation that's
still outside of His reach.

MY THOUGHTS:

I've only given five arguments for each view. That's not
all there is. Each of these positions has a full body of
scholarship behind it, and I've only scratched the
surface of its argumentation.

Also, each verse used to argue for one position
could be looked at by the other in a different light. g



For example, 2 Thessalonians 1:9 could be used to
argue for either ECT or annihilation. Depending on

how you interpret each passage through its context,
original language, and the sense in which something is
being said, you may come to different conclusions.

In case you're wondering what my view is, | believe in
the worst of them all: ECT. | know. | chose the one
that’s the hardest to grapple with.

| hope I'm wrong. I'd rather it be universalism or
annihilation. But of the three, | think universal
reconciliation is the hardest to defend from the text,
and ECT is the one that makes the most sense with the
whole counsel of God's word.

Regardless of which view you end up holding, my
advice to you is this: live as if ECT is true. Take leading
people to Christ seriously because if it turns out that
universalism is true, awesome! There's no harm done.
But if it happens to be that ECT is true, then there will
be more people condemned to Hell because of a lack
of action taken to save them.

With all this said, below are some resources to help
you to begin studying these different views:

 RethinkingHell.com (Annihilation View)

e 3 Christian Views of Hell (Video)

» Four Views on Hell (Book)

» All You Need To Know About Hell (Book)

Credit: My views in this chapter were greatly influenced by Dr. Preston
Sprinkle and the other resources | listed above. 21


https://rethinkinghell.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-DfzRSLFP8
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0310516463/ref=mes-dp?_encoding=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/All-Want-Know-About-Hell/dp/1401678300

CHAPTER 3

In this chapter, I'm going to share three different views
that answer this question about Hell: In what sense are
we separated from God?

While 2 Thessalonians 1:9 clearly states that those in
Hell will be “away from the presence of the Lord,” the
actual way that works is debatable.

Let's take a look at each view:

1) TOTAL SEPARATION

This is the most common way people understand Hell:
it's a place where God is not. And because He isn't
there, the torment experienced is really the absence of
everything good.

Matthew 8:12 and 22:13 describe Hell as a place of
“outer darkness,” which seems to connote that it's a
place with no light, joy, purpose, or love. It's just you
alone, suffering forever. Hell is what you get when you
remove God from the picture. When He's gone,

you're left with nothing but darkness. 22



Psalm 139:8 seems to contradict this view because it
shows that God is present, even in Sheol (the realm of
the dead, which includes Hell).

So the question follows: If He's in Hell through His
omnipresence, then how is He absent from it?

Yes, God technically is in Hell. He is there, but He’s not
with those in it. The relational connection is severed.
Those in Hell don’t get to experience the common
grace of God'’s presence they once experienced on
Earth, nor do they experience the bliss of His
closeness in Heaven.

So, God is absent from Hell in the experience of those
who are there, being totally separated from His light,
goodness, love, etc., while He is there in His
omnipresence.

2) SEPARATION FROM GOODNESS,
FULL EXPERIENCE OF WRATH

This view says that God is present in Hell and not
absent in the sense of the previous view. His presence
IS the torment, specifically because His wrath is
manifested through it.

©

Revelation 14 is a key verse pointed to for this view.
This verse doesn't say that those in Hell are tormented
away from the Lamb, but instead in His direct

presence (as well as His angels). 23

Revelation 14:10 (NIV): “They will be tormented
with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy
angels and of the Lamb.”




This means that Hell isn’t separation from God'’s
presence, but rather it's God’s presence that destroys
you. His glory completely undoes you. You're separated
from His goodness, and all that's left is His wrath.

3) SEPARATION FROM GRACE,
LOVE AS TORMENT

This view comes from the Eastern Orthodox Church. A
7th-century monk, St. Isaac the Syrian, says about Hell:

"Those who are punished in Gehenna are scourged
by the scourge of love. For what is so bitter and
vehement as the punishment of love? | mean that
those who have become conscious that they have
sinned against love suffer greater torment from
this than from any fear of punishment. For the
sorrow caused in the heart by sin against love is
sharper than any torment that can be.”

The same presence of God that is joy and bliss to a
person oriented toward Him in Heaven is also torment
to those who aren’t oriented toward Him in Hell.

It's not that God stops loving those in Hell; it's that
they weren'’t saved by grace and therefore are still
left in their sinful state, unable to experience God
as they're designed to.

It's like Isaiah encountering God in Isaiah 6, where he
essentially cries out, “Woe is me! I'm a dead man
because I've seen God,” except instead of God
covering Isaiah as He did with grace, God leaves

him in that state perpetually for all eternity with no
covering, so Isaiah could experience Him blissfully. 24



MY THOUGHTS:

| personally am torn between the 2" and 3™ views here.
I've experienced Hell, and my experience is directly
from Revelation 14. Jesus was with me there as the
Lamb. Because of this, and the subsequent studies |
did after my experience, | don’t think Hell is total
separation from God.

| lean more toward the 2" view because it's hard for
me to fathom how love could torment Maybe the truth
is in the middle of the 2" and 3" view, but | don’t know.

Regardless, I'm not claiming that the Lord has told me
conclusively which is true. I've come to my own
conclusions, and | suggest you do research and come
to your own conclusions as well.

25



CHAPTER 4

My goal in this chapter is to answer any questions
about Hell that don't fit into the previous chapters.
These will reflect my personal opinions, but | may
bring in other perspectives at times.

Even though I'll share my own personal experience of
Hell, I want you to still practice discernment and draw
your own conclusions through study and prayer.

1) What Does Hell Feel Like?

To answer this question, I'm going to share and
draw from my experience of what | call the
atmosphere of Hell:

One evening, Jesus came into my room, and suddenly |
saw a vision of me lying dead on the ground in Hell
with Him there beside me as the Lamb. And as | saw
myself in Hell, | felt its atmosphere.

Hell is so horrific that my words cannot adequately
describe it. But here’s my attempt:

| felt dead, as if | were dying infinitely; | was
constantly experiencing the worst part of death. 26



» | was totally exposed, emptied of all life, hope, or
anything good. | was stripped of everything.

« | felt overwhelming terror and hopelessness.

| knew this was a place where nothing good existed.
Only judgment and wrath.

My experience only lasted for a couple of seconds, and
it was the worst thing I've ever been through; worse
than any previous trauma I've had.

2) What Kind Of Punishments Are In Hell?

This is the follow-up to the previous question. |
described the atmosphere of Hell, but how exactly are
those in Hell punished? Are there different degrees of
punishment depending on how wicked you were?

There are different passages in scripture where it
seems to suggest that God's judgment will have
different degrees to it based on what you've done (2
Corinthians 5:10, Revelation 20:12-13). But the clearest
Is from what Jesus said in Luke 12:47-48 (NKJV):

“And that servant who knew his master’s will, and
did not prepare himself or do according to his will,
shall be beaten with many stripes. But he who did
not know, yet committed things deserving of
stripes, shall be beaten with few.”

So, | think we can say with certainty that yes, there

are degrees of punishment in Hell. These degrees of
punishment aren’t about the duration you're in Hell
either; they're about the kind of torment you'll go
through in it. Exactly what these degrees of
punishment might look like is speculation, as

It's not systematically laid out in the Bible. 27



Here are a couple of things | don't think the degrees of
punishment in Hell will look like:

» Demons tormenting people. Hell is prepared for the devil
and his angels (Matthew 25:41). They're the ones being
punished, not the ones doing the punishing. And Revelation
14 shows that God's holy angels will be in Hell and will
most likely be the ones doing the tormenting.

» Dante’s Inferno. | don’t think Hell looks exactly like
this depiction. Maybe some of the individual
punishments exist in Hell, but it's not a one-to-one.

While there are different punishments, | can’t say
for certain whether some people will be in outer
darkness while others will burn in fire, or whether
there are a myriad of other punishments that aren’t
laid out in the Bible.

3) What Is The Purpose Of Hell?

Beyond being prepared for the devil and his angels
(Matthew 25:41), | believe the eternal purpose of
Hell is containment.

| believe Hell exists to keep evil beings restrained from
committing further evil so that the new creation can
remain pure, good, holy, and loving forever.

But here's a tension with this: God doesn't want anyone
to be in Hell (1 Timothy 2:4). However, there are people
who will never be cleansed because they'll never
accept God's grace, never submit to His rule, never
allow Him to heal them of sin, no matter what.

If God allows these people to run free, they’ll corrupt
the new creation. And they deserve punishment
because He's just. So Hell is the solution. 28



Hell ensures that those who will never accept the grace
that would allow them to be forgiven and redeemed are
judged and restrained from committing evil in God's
perfect new creation.

4) Do Children Go To Hell? And What About People
Who Have Never Heard Of Jesus?

When it comes to these questions, I'm inclusivist. |
believe that God really doesn’t delight in judgment and
will do whatever it takes to save everyone He can.

| don't believe young children go to Hell. What | mean
by this is that there's an age of accountability: the point
at which a person is able to make conscious moral
decisions and knows whether they're choosing right or
wrong. This means that God judges based on what a
person knew and chose.

If you sin after the age of accountability without Christ,
yes, you'll go to Hell. Children, unless they're old
enough to make that choice, won't.

Now, what about people who've never heard of Jesus? |
think God can reach out to people in this life in creative
ways. For example, | think it's possible that members
of unreached groups have encountered the God of the
Bible without ever having access to the Bible or hearing
the gospel from a person.

I'm also open to post-mortem chances to receive
salvation. | think God knows who would choose Him
and who would reject Him if given the chance. Those
who would have chosen Him but weren't given the
opportunity in this life will be given one after death. 29



With that said, we shouldn't live as if people who
haven't heard of Jesus can be saved apart from hearing
the gospel in this life. If we're wrong and don't take
action, the consequences are too dire.
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CONCLUSION

So, now you have an idea of what Hell is.

Even though we've dived into context, original
languages, and different perspectives about Hell, what
| want you to leave with is this:

Take Hell seriously.

Don't leave this book unchanged, thinking you
have time to live for yourself rather than for God'’s
Kingdom. Even though your salvation is secure,
there are people who aren’t saved who need to
hear about Jesus through you.

With that said, some of what I've shared requires you to
connect the dots for yourself as to how they work
together. This is because | want you to study about
Hell for yourself and decide what you believe about it.

As you close this book, take a moment to
thank God for redeeming you.

God bless.
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