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PREFACE

INTRO

Hey, welcome to Volume #3 of The Basics!

This small book is focused on explaining one of the
greatest mysteries in the Christian faith: the Trinity.

One of the first things that happened to me after |
encountered Jesus was that | thought about the
implications of the Trinity and spent quite a bit of time
being mind-blown, realizing, “This is actually true!?
God... what exactly are You?"

So, in approaching this, I like to think of God as
something beyond 7D while we're only 3D creatures
trying to understand Him.

Even though we may not fully understand this concept,
it's important to hold the right beliefs about it, as it
informs us about the God we're trying to have a
relationship with.

And like the other previous short books, please take
your time to understand this, and if you can, go
through this with someone more knowledgeable
than you. Now, let’s get started!



CHAPTER 1

THE
TRINITY

The Trinity (also called the
Godhead) is the Christian
belief that there is only one
God, yet this God exists as
three distinct Persons (God
the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit).

And to be clear: this isn't three separate gods. Instead,
the one God is these three Persons. Each person is
fully and completely God, sharing the same divine
essence while functioning in different roles.

Throughout the Bible, in both the Old and New
Testaments, we can see the Godhead. For example:

 Genesis 1:1-3 (NIV): “In the  John 1:1-3 (NIV): “In
beginning, God created the the beginning was the

heavens and the earth. ... Word, and the Word
And the Spirit of God was was with God, and the
hovering over the waters. Word was God. ...

And God said, ‘Let there be Through him all things
light,” and there was light.” were made.” 5



Together, these passages reveal that God the Father
initiated creation, God the Son was the one through
whom all things were made, and the Holy Spirit was
actively moving over creation, bringing order, life, and
form to what existed.

Here are some other places where we see the Trinity in
the Bible:

» Jesus' Baptism: All three persons of the Godhead show up
here. The Son is baptized, the Holy Spirit descends as a
dove, ar)wd the Father speaks audibly from heaven (Matthew
3:16-17).

» Jesus Asked the Father to Send the Holy Spirit: Jesus
references all three Persons of the Godhead, showing each
Person is) distinct yet completely united in purpose (John
14:16-17).

 Jesus and the Father Are One: Jesus makes a direct claim
of unity with God the Father. On top of this, the religious
leaders were offended because they understood exactly
what He meant; He was claiming to be God (specifically,
God the Son), which is exactly why they wanted to stone
Him (John 10:30).

» Seeing Jesus Is Seeing the Father: Jesus claims oneness
with the Father while also acknowledging that they are
distinct Persons (John 14:9-10).

» The Apostolic Blessing: Paul closes his letter referencing
all three persons: the grace of Jesus, the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14).

 The Fullness of God in Jesus Christ: All of God is fully
present in Jesus in bodily form (Colossians 2:9-10).

 The Trinity in Salvation: The Father chooses us, the Son
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit seals us. The entire work
of salvation involves all three persons of the Godhead
fulfilling distinct roles (Ephesians 1:3-14). 6



» The Angel of the Lord: In the Old Testament, a figure called
the Angel of the Lord appears to people, accepts worship,
speaks as God in the first person, and is treated as God
Himself. Many theologians believe this is a pre-incarnate
appearance of Jesus (Genesis 16:7-13, Exodus 3:2-6,
Judges 6:11-24).

» God Speaks to God: Psalm 110:1 shows the Lord saying to
my Lord, “Sit at My right hand.” Jesus even quotes this
passage and uses it to reveal His identity (Psalm 110:1).

This list isn't exhaustive; more passages reveal the
Trinity in the Bible. But | hope it helps you see that this
doctrine is well-founded in Christianity.

ANALOGY OF LIGHT:

To be straight up with you, I'm only giving an analogy
because it's helpful to begin understanding the
Godhead. But like any analogy, it falls short of the full
picture, and if you take it too literally, it could actually
lead you to wrongly understand the Trinity. So just use
it as a starting point, not a complete explanation.

Think about the sun. It's

one object, but it has three

distinct qualities: the sun -
itself, light, and heat. The T
light isn't the heat, and the

heat isn't the sun.

In a similar way, the Father is like the sun itself (the
source, the origin of all things). The Son is like the
light (He shines out from the Father and reveals God
to us). And the Holy Spirit is like the heat (the
presence and power of God that moves through the
world, warms hearts, and brings life). 7



Here's where my analogy falls short of properly
explaining the Trinity: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
are not just three qualities, parts, or aspects of one
God. Each Person of the Trinity is individually fully God,
yet together, they're the one God.

Nothing in all of creation can fully capture what God is
like because He is beyond anything He has made.

The most important thing isn't fully understanding the
Trinity but instead embracing what the Bible teaches
about Him.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS:

Because understanding the Trinity is challenging,
throughout church history, there have been many
wrong ideas about who God is. These wrong ideas are
called heresies (which means that a teaching
contradicts what scripture clearly reveals).

Now, | want to walk you through the most common
ones so that you're aware of them:

1) Modalism

This teaches that God is only one Person who shows
up in different forms at different times, like an actor
playing three different roles.

Those who hold this view usually see God acting as
God the Father in the Old Testament, then acting as the
Son during Jesus'’ life on earth, and finally acting

as the Holy Spirit after Pentecost. 8



The problem with this is that the Bible clearly shows all
three Persons of the Godhead existing and interacting
simultaneously. For example, at Jesus’ baptism, we
see the Father speaking, the Son being baptized, and
the Spirit descending as a dove.

One Person cannot be in three places doing three
different things at the same time.

2) Tritheism

This teaches that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are
three separate gods who happen to work together.
Thereby, they're three different beings.

The problem with this is that Deuteronomy 6:4 is clear
that there is only one God. Meaning that we cannot say
that there are three separate gods if we want to be
consistent with the Bible.

3) Subordinationism

This teaches that the Son and the Holy Spirit are lesser
than the Father ﬁmeaning that they're less powerful,
less divine, and lower in the hierarchy of the Godhead).

The problem with this is that scripture reveals that all
three Persons are fully and equally God themselves.
For example, Jesus says that He and the Father are
one, not just that they're similar or that He reports to
the Father (John 10:30).

Yes, there is a sense that He submits to the Father and
the Spirit submits to both, but that's describing roles
because of the relational dynamic within the Trinity.
They have different roles but are all completely and
fully God themselves, sharing the same essence.



CHAPTER 2

EACH
PERSON

Now | want to dive deeper into each Person of the
Trinity individually, exploring Their unique roles and
how each One reveals God to us in a distinct way.

THE FATHER:

He is the source within the Trinity, not in the sense
that He created the Son or the Holy Spirit, but in the
sense that He is the eternal origin of the Godhead.

The Son is eternally begotten of the Father, meaning
that the Son has always existed, but His existence is
from the Father. The Holy Spirit eternally proceeds
from the Father as well. Again, this doesn't make the
Son or Spirit lesser; this is just describing the
relationship and order within the Godhead.

Also, the reason that the word eternally is being
used to describe these things is that God is outside
of time, is uncreated, and has always existed. 10



So when we say the Son is eternally begotten, and the
Spirit eternally proceeds, we're not talking about a
sequence of events that happened at some point in
time. We're describing a reality that simply is in God,
not something that occurred, but something that
eternally and always has been.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have always existed
simultaneously, even as the Son is begotten and the
Spirit proceeds. It just is.

Now here are some of the roles of the Father:

Creator & Sustainer:

He didn't just create everything and step back; God the
Father actively upholds and sustains all of creation,
moment by moment. Every breath we take is held in His
hands; every cell and molecule only continues to work
because of Him. He isn't distant; He is present, active,
and personally involved with His creation (Acts 17:28,
Matthew 6:26-30).

A Loving Disciplinarian:

Any good father knows that their children need
discipline to grow up healthy and live good lives.

Hebrews 12:6 (NIV): “The Lord disciplines the one he
loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

The Father doesn't discipline us because He enjoys
seeing us suffer; it's about growth and is for our sake.
He takes joy in seeing you walk in the way He created
you to be, and often, the best pathway that God sees,
according to His wisdom, for us to get there is

at times, suffering and trials.



I'll be real with you: I've walked through my fair share of
God-allowing trials in my life because of His discipline.
| hated Him for it, but now | look back and see the
person I've become, and I'm grateful. Because | now
have certain mindsets, characteristics, and behaviours
that | otherwise wouldn’t have ever learned.

| have a soft spot for how our Orthodox brothers
embrace suffering because they see it as a path of
transformation. It's not that we're weird and actively
seek out difficulty, but when it inevitably comes, we
receive it as something that the Father can use to
purify and shape us into His likeness.

Father to the Fatherless:

For those who grew up without a father, or even a
distant or abusive father, God steps in as the perfect
Father you never had. He adopts you into His family as
a son or daughter through faith in Jesus Christ, and by
His Spirit, you can know Him as your Heavenly Father.

Because we're a part of God's family, we can
experience the same familial love that has always
existed eternally between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Whatever your experience of fatherhood has
been on earth, God the Father wants to reveal His
love for you, which is infinitely better than

anything on earth.

The One Who Sends:

The Father sent the Son into the world for our
salvation. And He sent the Holy Spirit to live inside
born-again believers. The Father is the origin of the
amazing mission of redemption (John 3:16-17,

John 20:21, Galatians 4:4-6). 12



Election & Predestination:

I'm not going to get into the nitty-gritty of the debates
surrounding how God'’s predetermination works here.
But | do want to make clear that the scriptures reveal
that the Father chose His people before the world
was created.

Ephesians 1:4-5 (NASB): "He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world... In love, He predestined us
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself..."

The Father actively and intentionally pursues people,
drawing them to Himself. That means your coming to
faith wasn't an accident.

And somehow, mysteriously, this doesn't override free
will and our responsibility as humans (Ephesians 1:4-5,
John 6:44, Romans 8:29-30).

THE SON:

The Son is eternally begotten of the Father. Begotten
means that the Son's existence is from the Father
eternally (not made, not created, not a lesser being,
but fully God, sharing the same divine essence and
nature as the Father). The Son is the Father’s perfect
understanding and image of Himself, which is so
perfect, complete, and alive that it's a distinct Person.

The Nicene Creed (one of the earliest, most universally
accepted statements of the Christian faith) describes
Jesus as “God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one essence
with the Father.” The phrase one essence is key.

Jesus is fully and completely God. 13



The Son eternally generates from the Father, similar to
how light continuously comes from the sun. He is
always being generated from the Father and always
has been. And in this, He is a distinct Person within
the Godhead, revealing that God is relational.

Also, the Son is described as the Logos (the eternal
Word of God). He is the One through whom the Father
speaks, creates, and reveals Himself. Everything God
communicates to creation, everything He reveals about
Himself, comes through the Son. Jesus is God's own
self-expression.

Finally, the Son was incarnated (meaning that He came
in the flesh; He was supernaturally conceived by the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary).

Jesus isn't just a good teacher; He is the Savior,
Redeemer, and the pre-existent Son of God who
became man. It's only through Him that we can come
into a relationship with God.

Because of the incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection, Jesus is now fully God and fully man
(100% man and 100% God simultaneously). | know this
might sound like a contradiction, but it's a mysterious
truth of the Christian faith about who the Son is.

Now, | want to explore some of His roles/aspects:

Savior & Redeemer:

Jesus came to rescue humanity from sin, death,

and God's wrath, so that we could be restored

into a relationship with God (John 3:16-17,

Romans 5:8-10). 14



Mediator & High Priest:

Without Jesus, there is an uncrossable gap between
humanity and God because of sin. Think of it like a
massive canyon. You're on one side, God is on the
other, and there's no way across on your own. Jesus is
the bridge. He's the one who makes it possible for you
to actually get to God.

This is what a mediator does: A mediator stands
between two parties and brings them together. Jesus
does that between God and us. And He's uniquely
qualified to do it because of who He is (fully human
and fully God). Nobody else could do what He does.

Now, when it comes to the High Priest, this phrase
comes from the Old Testament. The High Priest at that
time was someone who stood between the people and
God. They would do this through offering sacrifices and
entering the presence of God on the people’s behalf.

Jesus is the ultimate and final High Priest under the
New Covenant that He established through the cross.
Instead of offering an animal as a sacrifice, He offered
Himself. Through doing so, He secured access to God
permanently. Because of our High Priest, anyone who
Is born again can now approach God with confidence
(Hebrews 4).

Intercessor:

Even right now, Jesus is praying for us. He's before
the Father, advocating for you by name (Romans
8:34, Hebrews 7:25). 15



Head of the Church:

Jesus is the Head of the church. In the Bible, the
church is described as His body, and He is the Head
who directs and gives life to His body. That means that
the church is only healthy when it's connected to Jesus
and empowered to obey His will from that place.

The church isn't mainly an institution; it's like a living
organism, made of many unique people who all know
and answer to the same Head, Jesus Christ (Ephesians
1:22-23, Colossians 1:18).

King & Lord:

Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords,
meaning that He reigns over all of creation and has
authority over everything. There's nothing He doesn't
know about or have power over. His Kingship is total.

On a personal level, Jesus being our Lord and King
means He owns us and is allowed to do whatever He
wants with us. The good thing about this is that He's a
good and loving God (Revelation 19:16, Ephesians 1:10,
Philippians 2:9-11).

Judge:

According to John 5:22, the Father has entrusted all
judgment to the Son. This means that the One who bled
and died to save us is also the One who will judge us.

If we place our trust in Him, the Judge is the one who
pays the price to take away our sentence. Also, for
anyone who is born again, judgment has been
completely dealt with (Acts 10:42, 2 Timothy 4:1). 16



The "I Am" Statements:

In the gospel of John, Jesus makes a series of
statements about Himself that begin with the words “|
Am." This is very important because “I Am” is actually
the name God revealed to Moses at the burning bush in
Exodus 3. Every time Jesus uses this language, He is
making a deliberate and unmistakable claim to be God.

Here are seven of these statements and what they
mean for us personally:

| Am the Bread of Life (John 6:35): Jesus is saying
that He sustains us spiritually. He sustains every deep
longing and hunger in our souls. He's the answer to
the void in our hearts.

| Am the Light of the World (John 8:12): In this
scripture, Jesus also says that those who follow Him
will not walk in darkness because they have “the light
of life.” Darkness represents sin, confusion, spiritual
blindness, and separation from God. Jesus is
claiming to be the One who breaks these things. He
is the one who brings light to everything.

« | Am the Door (John 10:9): Jesus is saying that there is
only one way to a relationship with God and eternal life,
and that’s Himself.

« | Am the Good Shepherd (John 10:11): In the culture of
Jesus’ day, a shepherd knew their sheep by name, led
them, protected them, and put himself between them
and danger. Jesus is saying that He is that for us. He
knows you personally, leads you, protects you, and loves
you so much that He laid down His life for you.

» | Am the Vine (John 15:5): This one is a very deep spiritual
truth spoken by Jesus. Here, He's saying that we cannot
produce good fruit through our own effort or striving; it only
comes when we're connected to Him relationally. He goes
so far as to say that apart from Him, we can do nothing. 17



« | Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6):
Here, Jesus is claiming to be the only path to God.
He's also claiming to be the truth (meaning that He’s
the standard for and ground of reality, including all
moral matters). Finally, He is the life (meaning He is
the source of everything truly alive).

| Am the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25): Jesus
doesn't just offer us life; He is Life. All forms of life
(physical, spiritual, eternal) are found in Him. Death isn’t
the end for those of us who belong to Him.

The Lamb of God:

In John 1:29, John the Baptist looked at Jesus and
declared, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world.”

To the Jewish audience of the time, this would’'ve made
them think of the sacrificial system they had.

Throughout their scriptures, a spotless lamb would be
offered as a sacrifice to atone for sin. This practice
was put in place to remind the people that sin had a
high cost and that something innocent had to die in
place of those who were guilty.

The entire sacrificial system we see in the Old
Testament pointed to Jesus. He is the perfect, spotless
Lamb that every sacrifice in the Old Testament
foreshadowed. His death on the cross was the
fulfillment of everything the sacrificial system was
instituted for in the first place.

Jesus, as the Lamb of God, satisfied the requirements
of God's justice and displayed the fullness of His
love, mercy, and grace at the same moment. 18



The Logos:

Let's look at what it means for Jesus to be the Logos.
Logos means the rational principle underlying all of
reality, reason, and order. It's the structure that makes
anything make sense at all.

| know that's very deep. Let me try to explain it more
clearly: the reason 2 + 2 doesn't equal 5 is because of
the logical rules behind mathematics. Logos is what
makes the logical rules behind any system in the
natural universe work in the first place.

Logic is what we use; Logos is why anything like logic
exists at all.

When John opens his gospel by saying, "In the
beginning was the Logos," he's making a staggering
claim: he's saying that the rational ground of the
universe isn't a force or an abstraction; instead, it's
personal, speaks, creates, and reveals.

The fact that our universe is structured, is intelligible,
and that there is truth to be discovered points to the
Logos (the Son of God) existing.

Jesus Christ, as the eternal Logos, is the One through
whom God the Father made all things.

Every natural and spiritual law, all logical realities,
every cell and molecule, all systems, everything that
was made is made through the eternal Logos.

And the reason any of this exists at all is that God
wanted to reveal Himself, and He chose to do that
through the Son. 19



Misunderstandings

Because of how hard it is to understand the Trinity,
naturally, understanding who Jesus is, especially given
that He incarnated, has been a point of confusion and
debate throughout church history.

Now, | want to make you aware of some heresies
concerning who Jesus is:

1) Arianism

This teaches that Jesus was created by the Father and
therefore is not equal to Him. In other words, Jesus
had a beginning; there was a point where He didn't
exist, and then God the Father made Him.

The problem with this is that the Bible is clear in places
like John 1:1 that Jesus was never created and has
always been God. Jesus didn't come into existence at
some point; He has always existed.

2) Adoptionism

This teaches that Jesus was a normal human being
who eventually became the Son of God at some point
in His life; usually, those who believe this point to His
baptism as the starting point.

The problem with this is that John 1 makes it
impossible to think Jesus is someone who started as a
human and then ascended to God status. It says that
Jesus is the eternal Word that had always existed
before creation, who was with God, was God, and then
became human through the incarnation. Before

Jesus became a man, He was already God. 20



3) Docetism

This is the belief that Jesus only appeared to be human
but wasn't actually human at all. In this view, His
physical body was just an illusion, essentially a spirit
wearing a costume. This meant that Jesus didn't
actually suffer, didn't get tired or hungry, and didn't
really die. It just looked that way.

The problem with this is that the Blble is very clear that
Jesus was genuinely human and came in the flesh. It
also records that He grew up, got tired, wept, bled,
suffered, and many more things like this.

Also, if Jesus only pretended to be human, He couldn't
have genuinely represented humanity in order to save
it. Jesus being human is a big deal and essential to
salvation, actually working (John 1:14, 1 John 4:2,
Hebrews 2:17-1 8{.

4) Nestorianism

This teaches that Jesus’ divine and human natures
were so separate that they were essentially two
different persons coexisting together, sharing one
body. Those who believe this think that when Jesus
suffered, it was only the human part suffering, but
when He performed miracles, it was the divine part
acting.

The problem with this is that the Bible shows that
Jesus is one unified Person. Colossians 2:9 says that
in Jesus Christ is the fullness of deity in bodily form,
meaning that it isn't a part of the deity but all of it
(John 1:14, Philippians 2:6-8). 21



5) Socinianism

This rejects Jesus’ divinity altogether and reduces Him
to only a remarkable human being who is a great moral
teacher, a prophet, and an example worth following.
This also rejects the idea that His death on the cross
was a necessary atonement for sin. In this view, Jesus
didn't die for anyone; He just died.

Without Jesus being God, there is no Christianity. A
regular human cannot save anyone or atone for the
sins of the world. But throughout the New Testament,
it's clear that Jesus claims to be God, and His apostles
taught that He was, too (Romans 5:8-9, John 14:6,
Hebrews 9:26-28).

6) Unitarianism

This view denies the Trinity and teaches that Jesus
was just a human being appointed by God as a great
teacher or prophet. Here, God is just one Person, the
Father, and Jesus is His most important representative,
but nothing more than that.

And like the other views, it runs into problems when it
tries to reduce Jesus. This view cannot account for
what the scriptures say about Him and what He
claimed about Himself.

THE HOLY SPIRIT:

As we covered earlier, the Holy Spirit eternally
proceeds from the Father. We see this in John 15:26,
where Jesus says, “The Spirit of truth who proceeds
from the Father will testify about Me.” 22



The Spirit proceeds from the Father [and Son] eternally.
He isn't created, nor lesser, but fully God, sharing the
same divine essence and nature as the Father and the
Son. Now, when it comes to the Holy Spirit, there’s
some controversy in Church history, specifically the
filioque controversy. It's a big deal because over it, the
Eastern and Western churches split in 1054 AD.

The word filiogue is Latin for “and the Son." The
Western Church added this phrase to the Nicene Creed,
so that it now reads, “The Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Father and the Son.”

But the Eastern Church rejected this addition; they
argued that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father
alone and that adding the filioque was theologically
inaccurate.

They also had an issue with the Western church
because it added the filioque without the permission of
the other churches at the time. Things like this were
meant to be a universal decision, not the decision of
only one church.

As much as this may seem trivial, it is important
because it can change how we understand the Trinity.

In Orthodoxy (the Eastern Church), the Father is the
sole origin of the Godhead. To them, adding the
filioque introduces two sources into the Godhead,
which undermines the Father’s unique role as the
eternal origin.

The Western Church argues that the filioque doesn't
introduce two sources but instead clarifies that the
Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son. 93



Both sides argue from scripture for their viewpoints.
And despite the disagreements, they both agree on the
essentials (the Holy Spirit is fully God, eternally
proceeding from the Father, coequal and coeternal with
the Father and the Son).

The Holy Spirit is that He’s more than a force or an
energy, and He's more than an “it.” He is fully and
completely God. And we need to honor Him because of
who He is.

And here’s the thing | want you to remember as you
read this section: even though the Holy Spirit is awe-
inspiringly powerful and can be overwhelming at times,
He is gentle, and He is personal, and you can know
Him. With that said, let's explore different roles and
aspects that He has:

He Lives Inside of Us:

When you're born again, the Holy Spirit comes to live
inside of you permanently. We're His temple. And
because He lives inside of us, He works to transform
us from the inside out.

The Holy Spirit is the Person of the Godhead who
makes the reality of God real and personal to us. He
speaks through the Bible, prayer, dreams/visions, and
other ways (1 Corinthians 6:19, Galatians 5:22-23).

Comforter & Advocate:

In John 14, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Greek
word: Paraclete (meaning Comforter, Advocate,
Helper, Counselor). 24



When we're confused, grieving, distressed, or anxious,
the Holy Spirit comes alongside us to give us God's
peace. He reminds us that we're not alone and that God
is present. Even though God does this when we're
alone with Him, He also will comfort us in the context
of Christians gathering together, tangibly bringing His
peace and presence.

He also advocates for us before the Father. When we
don’t know how to pray or what to ask for, the Spirit
intercedes according to God's perfect will on our behalf
(John 14:16, Romans 8:26-27, Philippians 4:7).

Teacher & Guide:

In John 16:13, Jesus said that when the Spirit of Truth
comes, He will guide you into all truth. This means that
the Holy Spirit is our personal teacher when it comes to
the things of God.

He'll help us deeply understand scripture in a way that
speaks directly into our lives. He brings to our
remembrance things that Jesus has said. He gives
discernment and wisdom for complex situations.

Not only does the Holy Spirit help individual believers,
but He also helps the collective of the Church (John
16:13, 1 Corinthians 2:10-12, John 14:26).

Empowerment:

The Holy Spirit empowers Christians for their God-given
purpose. He does this through spiritual gifts, practical
wisdom, strength from Himself, connections He gives
us, and more, all according to His will. And the Holy
Spirit helps us to operate in our gifts and purpose

with excellence, whatever it is.



Whether you're called to run a business, preach, go into
entertainment, dance, or whatever you're called to do,
the Holy Spirit wants to help and empower you. While
we do have to choose to do the work, it's He who
empowers us to make that choice and to grow in it.

And something important to understand is that the
Holy Spirit's empowerment is something that the whole
Body of Christ gets to see and participate in. It's
something that brings us together on Jesus’ mission
(Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

Conviction of Sin:

Both before and after salvation, the Holy Spirit convicts
people of sin. And this isn't condemnation.

Condemnation is when you feel worthless and
hopeless, like God has given up on you or decided to
judge you because you're too far gone.

Conviction looks completely different. It's the Holy
Spirit pointing out a specific area He wants to work on
with you because He loves you and wants you to walk
in something better.

Practically speaking, the Holy Spirit will convict us of
specific sin in our lives, and then empower us to
change. He never convicts without offering us the
grace to respond, and the way we receive it is through
humble dependence on Him.

The Holy Spirit is also very gentle. He's like a loving
father pointing out something in His child that needs to
change. When He corrects, He's thinking about our
wholeness and flourishing (John 16:8, Romans 7-8). 26



Sanctifier:

Sanctification involves the whole Trinity. The Father
wills it, the Son's work on the cross makes it possible,
and He intercedes for us through the process.

But the Holy Spirit is the one who personally applies
and works it out in our daily lives. He is the one who
takes what the Father desires and what the Son
accomplished and makes it a living reality in us. He's
the one drawing you deeper into the experiential life of
God. (1 Thessalonians 4:3, John 17:17, 1 Peter 1:2, 2
Thessalonians 2:13, Romans 15:16)

Giver of Life:

The Holy Spirit gives life. It's He who takes something
dead and makes it come alive. When we're saved, He
supernaturally moves us from being spiritually dead to
being alive in Christ. He is the One through whom all
spiritual life exists and flows (John 6:63, Romans 8:11,
Nicene Creed).

Seal & Guarantee:

According to Ephesians 1:13-14, when you were born
again, the Holy Spirit sealed you. In the culture of the
early church, a seal was a mark of ownership and
authenticity. When the Spirit seals us, He is marking us
as belonging to God.

In that same passage, the Spirit is called our “deposit.”
The word essentially refers to a financial term akin to a
guarantee or a down payment. The Holy Spirit is God's
guarantee that He will finish what He started. 97



This means the entirety of our salvation is secure
(sanctification, theosis, glorification, resurrection,
every part of it). The Spirit in you is the proof. Because
of Him, we can be assured that we're really saved (2
Corinthians 1:21-22, 2 Corinthians 5:5).

7 Spirits of God:

These aren't seven more persons in the Godhead,;
instead, the 7 Spirits of God are the Holy Spirit
manifesting Himself in seven distinct ways.

It's like light passing through a prism and splitting into
the different colors of the rainbow. It's still one light,
but now you're seeing different qualities of that light
revealed separately.

In Revelation 1:4 and 4:5, we see the seven Spirits of
God before God’s throne. And in Isaiah 11:2, these
seven manifestations are described in detail. Allow me
to describe each one:

 The Spirit of Yahweh: Yahweh is the name God revealed for
Himself in the Old Testament. This Spirit reveals the
fullness of God's character and authority. It represents
everything He is (His holiness, love, justice, power, etc.).
Whenever this manifestation shows up, you'll be
encountering the weight of who God is.

o The Spirit of Wisdom: This manifestation reveals God’s
creativity, practical guidance, and wise decision-making. An
important thing to know about this wisdom is that it’s
always aligned perfectly with God'’s will, and it produces
results that only God could have orchestrated.

 The Spirit of Understanding: While wisdom tells you
what to do, understanding explains the why behind it.
This manifestation gives a deep revelation of God'’s word
and ways, letting you see beneath the surface of things. 28



* The Spirit of Counsel: This manifestation brings practical
guidance and clarity for living in God’s will, in a way that’s
specifically tailored to you. This Spirit can help you
navigate a specific situation, emotions, trauma, and more.
He can help in a way that no human counselor can.

« The Spirit of Might: This manifestation empowers believers
to do what God has called them to do. But here’s the thing:
He is humble and gentle, and He expects that same posture
from those who want to receive His empowerment.

 The Spirit of Knowledge: This manifestation reveals God’s
knowledge, and while that obviously contains all
information in the universe, this Spirit is very personal and
relational. What I'm trying to say is that God’s knowledge is
expressed relationally.

And I'll explain another aspect of this Spirit through the
theological term: omnisubjectivity. This means that God
doesn't just watch us from the outside and know what we
do, it means that He knows exactly what it’s like to be us,
from our own first-person perspective.

This Spirit knows you intimately. He knows all information,
and He knows all about God. Relationally, He will impart
whatever information He pleases, according to His will.

« The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord: The final manifestation
is the Holy Spirit moving in holy fear. This doesn’t mean to
be afraid of Him; it means to stand in awe, be aware of,
healthily dread, revere (the highest form of respect), and
delight in God Himself.

Holy fear is the natural response of any finite being
encountering the infinite, holy, and personal ground
of reality.

God Himself has the purest form of the fear of the Lord.
He has always had perfect awe of His own holiness and
glory. And when this Spirit moves upon you, He will give
you His own holy fear, allowing you to experience His

wonderful presence. 29



As you walk with the Holy Spirit, you'll find yourself
experiencing one or more of these manifestations in
different moments. And remember that even though He
may reveal Himself uniquely, you're experiencing the
One, infinite Spirit.

The Anointing:

The Holy Spirit manifests Himself as the Anointing.
This is a specific empowerment for believers that's
tailored to their unique God-given purpose. It doesn't
look the same for everyone.

A great example of this is Paul and Peter. Both were
chosen by Jesus and used powerfully by God, and both
were empowered by the same Holy Spirit. But the way
that the anointing expressed itself through each of
them looked different. They had different methods,
audiences, gifts, communication styles, etc.

My encouragement to you is not to try copying
someone else’s anointing. What God has placed on
another person’s life is for their assignment, not yours.
Your anointing is specifically for you, according to how
God has made you and what He’s called you to do.
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CHAPTER 3

SHARED
AT TRIBUTES

To finish this short book, | want to talk about God's
attributes (His characteristics). This will help us grasp
who He is and how He relates to us more deeply.

In approaching this, | want to share a very important
attribute of God that ties all of this together: Divine
Simplicity. Even though this term can sound like it,
it doesn't mean that God is easy to understand. It
means that He isn't separated into parts.

God isn't like us. He's not one part love mixed with
some holiness and then some wrath. Every single
characteristic He has flows together as a perfectly
unified whole. That means that every attribute we're
about to study is an angle of the same infinite, perfect,
unified God.

With that said, we're going to explore God’s attributes
in two categories:

e Incommunicable: « Communicable: attributes
attributes that aren’t God possesses perfectly
shared with creation, that He shares with us (to

belonging to God alone. a limited degree). 31



After these, | will cover God's harder attributes, such as
His judgment and severity. Then, at the end, I'll talk
about His rainbow and what it reveals about Him.

INCOMMUNICABLE:

Before we begin this list of attributes, | want to
explain what Omni means. It means: all or universal.
These attributes describe God's absolute and infinite
nature in specific ways.

1) Omnipotence (All-Powerful)

God has unlimited power. He can do whatever He
wants that's consistent with His character and nature.
Every promise God makes, He has the power to keep
(Matthew 19:26, Jeremiah 32:17)

2) Omniscience (All-Knowing)

God knows everything (past, present, future, and every
possibility). Nothing surprises Him or catches Him off

uard. And nothing about us is hidden from Him
?Psalm 139:1-6, Isaiah 46:10).

3) Omnipresence (Everywhere)

God is fully present in all places at all times. There is
nowhere you can go where God isn't already there.
That means there’s no situation too grim or too dark
for His presence to reach. We're never truly alone,
even in our worst moments (Psalm 139:7-10,

Jeremiah 23:24). 32



4) Omnibenevolence (All-Loving)

God’s love is perfect, infinite, and unconditional.
Everything He does is motivated by love. As an ex-
atheist, | struggle to believe this while I'm suffering or
see others going through difficulty, but since God is
real and He cannot lie, this is true about Himself.

| don’t know His reasons for allowing life to be the way
it is, but what | do know is that, despite it, He is love. |
can trust Him, knowing that as the infinite God who is
beyond me in every way, He has good reasons for why
He's allt))wing what He's allowing. (1 John 4:8, Romans
8:38-39).

5) Omnisubjectivity

This one is a newer term, first coined by philosopher
Linda Trinkaus Zagzebski in 2008. And this term has
helped me better explain what | know to be true about
God through my encounters with Him.

This attribute is closely related to His omniscience.
Omnisubjectivity means that God doesn't just watch
you from the outside and know what you do; He knows
exactly what it's like to be you from your first-person
perspective.

Every experience, emotion, moment of pain or
confusion, and every moment of joy, God knows them
from the inside out, exactly as we've experienced them.

And this is true even about our sin. To be clear, God in
His omnisubjectivity isn't sinning Himself. He knows

what it feels like to be tempted, to fail, to carry shame,
all without sinning Himself (Psalm 139:7-12). 13



6) Infinity

God has no limits at all. His power, knowledge, and
presence have no ceiling. Every other omni-attribute
we've)covered flows from this one (1 Kings 8:27, Psalm
145:3).

7) Aseity (Self-Existence)

This means that God depends on nothing outside of
Himself for His existence. He is the uncreated God.
Everything that He created began to exist at one point
and depends on Him for its existence.

When God revealed Himself to Moses as the “I AM
WHO | AM,” He was saying about Himself, “| wasn't
caused by anything. | AM” (Exodus 3:14, John 5:26).

8) Immutability (Unchanging)

God doesn't change. Even though people and things in
our world shift and change often, God remains exactly
who He is. He's the same yesterday, today, and forever.
This helps us trust Him (Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8,
James 1:17).

9) Eternality (No Beginning or End)

God is eternal. This means that He's completely
outside of time; in fact, He created time. He didn't
come into existence at some point and will never
cease to exist. God always has been and always

will be (Psalm 90:2, Revelation 1:8). 34



10) Transcendence

God is beyond. He exists completely beyond the limits
of space, time, and creation. He isn't contained within
the universe He made. He's not bound by the laws of
nature that He set in place. He's infinitely greater than
anything in creation (Isaiah 55:8-9, 1 Kings 8:27).

11) Incomprehensibility

God cannot be fully known or understood by our finite
minds. We can know Him genuinely in relationship, but
we will never fully understand who He is. There will
always be more of Him to discover than we have
discovered.

There are many saints throughout church history who
walked closely with God, yet they never fully
comprehended who He is. And this is a beautiful truth:
we'll never stop discovering more about Him. Eternity
won't be long enough to fully know Him (Romans
11:33-36, Isiah 40:28).

12) Sovereignty

This means that God is in control of everything. He
rules over all of creation with absolute authority and
power. Nothing happens outside of His will or beyond
His knowledge. There's no government, natural
disaster, crisis, spiritual entity, or anything that
operates outside of His sovereign oversight.

Now, this doesn't mean God directly causes or forces
beings to commit evil. But even the ability to choose
comes from Him granting free will moment by moment
(Psalm 103:19, Romans 8:28, Isaiah 46:10). 35



13) Majesty & Glory

God's glory is the full radiance of who He is (every
attribute, every perfection). It's Him visibly and tangibly
expressing His greatness, beauty, and power. In the
Bible, there are moments of God revealing His glory, for
example, the burning bush, the cloud of Sinai, and the
Holy Spirit falling on Pentecost.

And tying together with this, His majesty is the weight
and grandeur of who He is. All of creation is a
reflection of His majesty and glory.

Whenever a Christian is talking about experiencing the
glory or majesty of God, they're describing a tangible
encounter with His presence, where God allows them to
feel His weight. Obviously, God tones down how much
glory we experience because no one can stand the full
weig)ht of it and live (Psalm 19:1, Isaiah 6:3, Psalm
93:1).

COMMUNICABLE:

Again, these are God's attributes that He shares with
us (to a limited degree) because we're made in His
image. We reflect them imperfectly and partially.
Whenever we pursue these attributes, we're
reflecting God Himself.

1) Holiness

This is one of God’s most defining attributes. The word
holy means set apart, sacred, and unique. God being
holy means He is completely pure, perfect, without

sin, and in a category of His own. 36



God’s holiness means that He is completely
incompatible with sin, meaning that sin cannot stand in
His presence unjudged. The only reason we're able to
connect with Him is that Jesus made a way through
defeating sin and death on the cross.

When we encounter God’s holiness, it reveals our
sinfulness because of how pure He is. It makes us very
aware of how far we fall short. Encountering God's
holiness makes us humble, revealing how small and
dependent we are on God.

Another thing His holiness does is call us higher. God
isn't just holy; He calls us to be holy as He is holy. This
is a call to receive His grace so that we can more fully
image Him.

Finally, because God is holy, the natural response to
understanding His holiness is true worship. You can't
encounter genuine holiness and walk away as if
nothing happened. You'll be left trembling in awe of
your Creator (Psalm 29:2, Habakkuk 1:13, Isaiah 6:5, 1
Peter 1:15-16, Psalm 96:9).

2) Love

God is love. He isn't just loving; it's who He is. And His
love isn’t like human love. Human love can be
conditional, fleeting, and self-centered, changing based
on how we're treated or feel in the moment.

God’s love is none of these things; it's perfect, eternal,
unconditional, and sacrificial. Its passionate intensity
doesn't change. We can be secure in His love, knowing
that nothing will change His love for you, even our
own failures and mistakes.



And God's love is transformative. His love accepts us
where we're at, but then heals wounds, reshapes
identity, and empowers us to love others in a way that
we cannot on our own (1 John 4:8, Romans 5:8, John
3:16, 1 John 4:19, Jon 13:34).

3) Goodness

God is inherently, perfectly, and completely good.
Everything He does is motivated by goodness and is for
our benefit (ultimately), even when it doesn’t look that
way at times (Psalm 34:8, Romans 8:28).

4) Wisdom

God is perfectly wise. He understands what is best in
every situation for every person at every moment. And
by faith, we can ask for His wisdom (Proverbs 2:6,
James 1:5).

5) Righteousness & Justice

God is righteous, meaning that everything He does is
done in unwavering moral perfection. He always
does what is right. And His justice follows from His
righteousness; He is always fair, impartial, and holds
things to the right standard.

This is comforting when you think about how horrible
things are in the world. Every injustice we see, every
wrong that goes unpunished, every abuse of power,
God sees it, and He is perfectly just. He will deal with
it all properly at the right time. Nothing escapes His
justice (Psalm 11:7, Psalm 9:7-8). 38



6) Truth

God is truth. Everything He says is accurate and
completely trustworthy. He never deceives or misleads.
His word is the ultimate standard by which all other
truth is tested (John 14:6, John 17:17, Titus 1:2).

7) Mercy & Grace

Mercy is God not giving us what we deserve. And we
deserve punishment for our sin.

Grace, on the other hand, is God giving us what we
don't deserve. It's unearned, unmerited favor. Some
examples of this are His gift of salvation (which
overlaps with mercy), experiencing His presence,
receiving the Holy Spirit, and spiritual gifts. None of
these things is owed to us; they're gifts of His grace
(Ephesians 2:4-5,8).

8) Joy

God’s joy is deep, full, and independent of
circumstances and creation. His joy is a permanent,
unshakable delight that's always existed in the
Godhead, which overflows toward us (John 15:11,
Nehemiah 8:10).

9) Peace

God's peace is a deep, unshakeable settledness that
exists regardless of what's happening. And He shares
His peace with us. It's a peace that goes beyond the
intellect, which guards our heart and mind

(Philippians 4:7, John 14:27). 39



10) Patience

God gives time and space for people to grow and
change. His patience is extraordinary and perfect (2
Peter 3:9, Ephesians 4:2).

11) Kindness & Generosity

God is tender, generous, warm, and personal. It's His
kindness shown toward us that causes us to repent. In
my own experience of His kindness, I've been undone,
especially in understanding that He's also the Judge.

When Jesus was on earth, the scriptures say
repeatedly, “He was moved with compassion.” This is
our God. He does acts of kindness because He sees
us, including our suffering, and out of His love, moves
toward us.

And in His kindness, He is generous with His creation,
even with His enemies. Every good thing in our lives
traces back to His generosity %Romans 2:4, Titus 3:4-5,
James 1:17, Romans 8:32, Psalm 84:11).

12) Gentleness & Humility

Jesus describes Himself as “gentle and humble in
heart.” This reveals that the God of the universe
approaches us with tenderness and care despite
being almighty.

And somehow, the highest Being is also humble.
Jesus clearly revealed the Godhead's humility

through the incarnation and His death on the cross
(Philippians 2:6-8, Matthew 23:12). 40



HARD ATTRIBUTES:

Some of God's characteristics are harder to accept
than others. But without these, we won't have an
accurate picture of who God is. And despite what we
may think, these traits don't contradict His love; they
flow from it.

1) Jealousy

This is a communicable attribute. God's jealousy has
nothing to do with envy or insecurity. It's not petty.
Instead, it's a deep, passionate, holy desire for His
people to be fully devoted to Him.

You see, He created us for a deep relationship with
Himself, and He won't tolerate anything that competes
for His rightful place in our lives. This isn't because
He's controlling, but because in our original design,
anything we put above Him will ultimately destroy us.

God says that His name is Jealous. His jealousy is born
out of His love for us, His commitment to our well-
being, and His own glory.

We also see His jealousy manlfest in what scripture
calls an “all-consuming fire.” God is a consuming fire
that refines us and burns away what doesn't belong. He
purifies our hearts and transforms us into people fully
devoted to Him.

Jealousy is communicable in the sense that we can
experience a form of it in marriage and close
relationships. But God's jealousy is perfectly holy and
free of any selfishness (Exodus 34:14, Deuteronomy
4:24, Malachi 3:3). 41



2) Wrath

This is a communicable attribute. God's wrath isn't
random, uncontrolled, or volatile. It's His settled,
righteous anger against sin and evil. His wrath is a
necessary and right response to injustice and rebellion
against a holy God.

Every expression of God's wrath flows from His
holiness and commitment to justice.

Think of it this way: God sees everything, and He
wouldn't be a good God to look at evil and be
indifferent. He's grieved by it and deeply cares about
those harmed by evil.

Wrath is communicable in the sense that we can
experience righteous anger (anger on behalf of God
and/or others in proper alignment with God's truth).
The difference is that God's wrath is always perfect,
while ours isn't (Romans 1:18, Nahum 1:2-3).

3) Judgment

This is an incommunicable attribute. And the reason |
called this incommunicable is that I'm talking about
this in the sense of final judgment.

God is a perfectly righteous Judge who will hold every
person accountable for their actions. In His judgment,
He is fair, impartial, based entirely on truth, doesn’t

play favourites, and cannot be bribed or manipulated.

All of us will die, and after death, we will be judged. The
fact that God judges means that every injustice in
history will be accounted for.



We may have our courts and law systems, and even
practice discernment with limited forms of judgment,
but ultimate judgment belongs to God alone (Hebrews
9:27, Acts 17:31, Romans 2:16).

4) Severity

This is a communicable attribute. Even though God is
kind, merciful, and patient, He also shows sternness
toward sin and rebellion when He judges it. His severity
is the necessary expression of a holy God who is
completely committed to righteousness.

His severity is communicable in the sense that
sometimes those in positions of authority need to be
firm and serious in dealing with injustice because if
they don't, we'll get repeat offenders, and other bad
actors may feel more empowered to mishehave
(Romans 11:22).

5) Vengeance

This is an incommunicable attribute. In a non-vindictive
way, God is the ultimate avenger of wrongdoing. In
scripture, we're told not to take vengeance into our own
hands because it belongs to God alone. He's the only
one with the perfect knowledge and character to be
able to execute vengeance justly.

This means that we can release the wrongs done
against us, knowing that He sees everything and will
perfectly repay in His own timing (Romans 12:19,
Deuteronomy 32:35). 43



6) Eternal Punishment

This is an incommunicable attribute, and I'd say the
hardest one for us to wrestle through. This deals with
the reality of Hell, which is where those who reject God
will spend eternity.

No one but God has the right to determine someone’s
eternal destination. And God sending someone to Hell
is the ultimate expression of how seriously He takes
sin and the rejection of His grace and mercy.

| do believe that God really is just and consistent,
meaning that anyone who ends up in Hell is there
because, no matter what God may have done to reveal
Himself and have them accept the gospel, they still
would've rejected Him. In a real way, God gives people
what they've chosen (Matthew 25:46, Revelation 20:15,
2 Thessalonians 1:9).

GOD'S RAINBOW:

The mission of the Holy Spirit Movement is to
Reclaim The Rainbow Through Awakening All
Nations To the Kingdom Of God. Because this is our
mission, it's vital that each one of our members
understands the original meaning of the rainbow and
what it says about who God is.

Ezekiel 1:28 (NIV): “Like the appearance of a rainbow
in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance
around Him. This was the appearance of the likeness of

the glory of the LORD. When | saw it, | fell facedown. 4 A



The rainbow is the visual expression of God's glory. It
radiates around Him, representing the weight of who
He is and every attribute. It's very holy.

% Revelation 4:3 (NKJV): “and there was a rainbow

around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.”

Because His rainbow is around His throne, it reveals
that God is sovereign, righteously ruling and reigning
over the entire universe.

In the context of Revelation 4, from this same throne
comes lightning (representing judgment). Speaking of
judgment, the first time the rainbow is revealed in
scripture is in Genesis 9, after God flooded the world:

Genesis 9:13,15 (NIV): “I have set My rainbow in the

clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between

Me and the earth... Never again will the waters
become a flood to destroy all life.”

God made an everlasting covenant not to destroy the
earth again with every living creature. He made the
rainbow the sign of this covenant.

The original Hebrew word for rainbow is geshet. It's a
word that's normally used to talk about a warrior’s bow,
a weapon.

And the original audience hearing this story most likely
wouldn't have only thought about a beautiful rainbow
when hearing about the flood.

They would have had the image of a war bow being
hung up after battle. In this story, God is like a

warrior who has completed His judgment and

has now hung His war bow to declare peace. 45



Through this story, God's severe judgment is shown in
destroying the world, yet His mercy is also revealed by
how He warned Noah and gave him instructions to
build the ark, brought the animals to be saved, and
preserved life despite the devastation.

The rainbow isn't only a sign that God won't flood the
earth again; it declares that God is both a God of justice
and mercy. The rainbow reveals God's covenant mercy
being shown in the midst of judgment.

God’s rainbow is a multifaceted symbol that represents
God. It's the likeness of His glory; it reveals that He is
completely sovereign, that He is righteous in judgment
and mercy, and because He is faithful, it reveals that
He keeps His promises.

He won't flood the world again; however, Jesus is going
to severely judge the whole world differently when He
finally returns, as He has promised.

The rainbow is the banner of God's glory, and it means
different things depending on where you stand in
relation to Him. It's a banner of love over His people,
and it's a banner of His wrath for those who reject Him.

And the fullest expression of what the rainbow
represents is Jesus on the cross and the empty tomb.

It reveals the Judge willingly taking on sin and death
Himself, satisfying God's wrath, conquering death, and
extending mercy, so that we could receive His life and
be fully restored into relationship with the Godhead.

The cross is where judgment and mercy meet. It is the
rainbow in its purest form. All who belong to God
have His rainbow over them as a banner of mercy. 46



CONCLUSION

OUTRO

Congrats! You've just walked through one of the
deepest, most foundational, and hardest-to-understand
truths in all of Christian theology.

Understanding who God is helps us to connect with
Him properly as we encounter Him.

You're close to completing The Basics as well. The next
volume is the final one!

Now, | have some discussion questions if you'd like to
go through them with the person who's taken you
through this short book:

 Before reading this, how did you think about the Trinity?
What was confusing or unclear? What do you know now?

» How does understanding the Godhead help you connect
with God through prayer and in your daily life?

« How has your experience of your earthly father positively
or negatively shaped the way you relate to God as Father?

» Why does Jesus being fully human and fully God matter? 47



Before reading this book, who did you think Jesus was?
How has this deepened or changed your understanding?

Do you think the filiogue controversy is an important
issue or a minor one? Why?

There’s a distinction between conviction and condemnation.
How can you tell the difference between both?

How does understanding God'’s divine simplicity change
the way you think about His attributes that seem like
opposites (ex., love and wrath)?

How does the truth of God’s omnisubjectivity help you
approach God in moments of suffering and pain?

How does God'’s rainbow reveal His attributes?

48
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	The Son is eternally begotten of the Father, meaning that the Son has always existed, but His existence is from the Father. The Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from the Father as well. Again, this doesn’t make the Son or Spirit lesser; this is just describing the relationship and order within the Godhead.
	Also, the reason that the word eternally is being
	used to describe these things is that God is outside
	of time, is uncreated, and has always existed.

	So when we say the Son is eternally begotten, and the Spirit eternally proceeds, we're not talking about a sequence of events that happened at some point in time. We're describing a reality that simply is in God, not something that occurred, but something that eternally and always has been.
	The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have always existed simultaneously, even as the Son is begotten and the Spirit proceeds. It just is.
	Now here are some of the roles of the Father:

	Creator & Sustainer:
	He didn’t just create everything and step back; God the Father actively upholds and sustains all of creation, moment by moment. Every breath we take is held in His hands; every cell and molecule only continues to work because of Him. He isn’t distant; He is present, active, and personally involved with His creation (Acts 17:28, Matthew 6:26-30).

	A Loving Disciplinarian:
	Any good father knows that their children need discipline to grow up healthy and live good lives.
	The Father doesn’t discipline us because He enjoys seeing us suffer; it’s about growth and is for our sake. He takes joy in seeing you walk in the way He created you to be, and often, the best pathway that God sees, according to His wisdom, for us to get there is
	at times, suffering and trials.

	Father to the Fatherless:
	The One Who Sends:
	Election & Predestination:
	I’m not going to get into the nitty-gritty of the debates surrounding how God’s predetermination works here. But I do want to make clear that the scriptures reveal that the Father chose His people before the world
	was created.
	The Father actively and intentionally pursues people, drawing them to Himself. That means your coming to faith wasn’t an accident.
	And somehow, mysteriously, this doesn’t override free will and our responsibility as humans (Ephesians 1:4-5, John 6:44, Romans 8:29-30).


	THE SON:
	The Son is eternally begotten of the Father. Begotten means that the Son’s existence is from the Father eternally (not made, not created, not a lesser being, but fully God, sharing the same divine essence and nature as the Father). The Son is the Father’s perfect understanding and image of Himself, which is so perfect, complete, and alive that it’s a distinct Person.
	The Nicene Creed (one of the earliest, most universally accepted statements of the Christian faith) describes Jesus as “God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father.” The phrase one essence is key.
	Jesus is fully and completely God.

	Savior & Redeemer:
	Mediator & High Priest:
	Intercessor:
	Head of the Church:
	King & Lord:
	Judge:
	The "I Am" Statements:
	In the gospel of John, Jesus makes a series of statements about Himself that begin with the words “I Am.” This is very important because “I Am” is actually the name God revealed to Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3. Every time Jesus uses this language, He is making a deliberate and unmistakable claim to be God.
	Here are seven of these statements and what they mean for us personally:

	The Lamb of God:
	In John 1:29, John the Baptist looked at Jesus and declared, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
	To the Jewish audience of the time, this would’ve made them think of the sacrificial system they had.
	Throughout their scriptures, a spotless lamb would be offered as a sacrifice to atone for sin. This practice was put in place to remind the people that sin had a high cost and that something innocent had to die in place of those who were guilty.
	The entire sacrificial system we see in the Old Testament pointed to Jesus. He is the perfect, spotless Lamb that every sacrifice in the Old Testament foreshadowed. His death on the cross was the fulfillment of everything the sacrificial system was instituted for in the first place.
	Jesus, as the Lamb of God, satisfied the requirements of God’s justice and displayed the fullness of His
	love, mercy, and grace at the same moment.

	The Logos:
	Misunderstandings
	1) Arianism
	2) Adoptionism

	3) Docetism
	4) Nestorianism
	5) Socinianism
	6) Unitarianism

	THE HOLY SPIRIT:
	The Spirit proceeds from the Father [and Son] eternally. He isn’t created, nor lesser, but fully God, sharing the same divine essence and nature as the Father and the Son. Now, when it comes to the Holy Spirit, there’s some controversy in Church history, specifically the filioque controversy. It’s a big deal because over it, the Eastern and Western churches split in 1054 AD.
	The word filioque is Latin for “and the Son.” The Western Church added this phrase to the Nicene Creed, so that it now reads, “The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.”
	But the Eastern Church rejected this addition; they argued that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father alone and that adding the filioque was theologically inaccurate.
	They also had an issue with the Western church because it added the filioque without the permission of the other churches at the time. Things like this were meant to be a universal decision, not the decision of only one church.
	As much as this may seem trivial, it is important because it can change how we understand the Trinity.
	In Orthodoxy (the Eastern Church), the Father is the sole origin of the Godhead.  To them, adding the filioque introduces two sources into the Godhead, which undermines the Father’s unique role as the eternal origin.
	The Western Church argues that the filioque doesn’t introduce two sources but instead clarifies that the Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son.
	He Lives Inside of Us:
	Comforter & Advocate:
	Teacher & Guide:
	Empowerment:
	Conviction of Sin:
	Sanctifier:
	Giver of Life:
	Seal & Guarantee:
	This means the entirety of our salvation is secure (sanctification, theosis, glorification, resurrection, every part of it). The Spirit in you is the proof. Because of Him, we can be assured that we’re really saved (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, 2 Corinthians 5:5).

	7 Spirits of God:
	These aren’t seven more persons in the Godhead; instead, the 7 Spirits of God are the Holy Spirit manifesting Himself in seven distinct ways.
	It’s like light passing through a prism and splitting into the different colors of the rainbow. It’s still one light, but now you’re seeing different qualities of that light revealed separately.
	In Revelation 1:4 and 4:5, we see the seven Spirits of God before God’s throne. And in Isaiah 11:2, these seven manifestations are described in detail. Allow me to describe each one:

	The Spirit of Counsel: This manifestation brings practical guidance and clarity for living in God’s will, in a way that’s specifically tailored to you. This Spirit can help you navigate a specific situation, emotions, trauma, and more. He can help in a way that no human counselor can.
	The Spirit of Might: This manifestation empowers believers to do what God has called them to do. But here’s the thing: He is humble and gentle, and He expects that same posture from those who want to receive His empowerment.
	The Spirit of Knowledge: This manifestation reveals God’s knowledge, and while that obviously contains all information in the universe, this Spirit is very personal and relational. What I’m trying to say is that God’s knowledge is expressed relationally.
	And I’ll explain another aspect of this Spirit through the theological term: omnisubjectivity. This means that God doesn’t just watch us from the outside and know what we do; it means that He knows exactly what it’s like to be us, from our own first-person perspective.
	This Spirit knows you intimately. He knows all information, and He knows all about God. Relationally, He will impart whatever information He pleases, according to His will.
	The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord: The final manifestation is the Holy Spirit moving in holy fear. This doesn’t mean to be afraid of Him; it means to stand in awe, be aware of, healthily dread, revere (the highest form of respect), and delight in God Himself.
	Holy fear is the natural response of any finite being encountering the infinite, holy, and personal ground of reality.
	God Himself has the purest form of the fear of the Lord. He has always had perfect awe of His own holiness and glory. And when this Spirit moves upon you, He will give you His own holy fear, allowing you to experience His wonderful presence.
	The Anointing:
	CHAPTER 3

	SHARED
	ATTRIBUTES
	To finish this short book, I want to talk about God’s attributes (His characteristics). This will help us grasp who He is and how He relates to us more deeply.
	In approaching this, I want to share a very important attribute of God that ties all of this together: Divine Simplicity. Even though this term can sound like it,
	it doesn’t mean that God is easy to understand. It means that He isn’t separated into parts.
	God isn’t like us. He’s not one part love mixed with some holiness and then some wrath. Every single characteristic He has flows together as a perfectly unified whole. That means that every attribute we’re about to study is an angle of the same infinite, perfect, unified God.
	With that said, we’re going to explore God’s attributes in two categories:

	INCOMMUNICABLE:
	1) Omnipotence (All-Powerful)
	2) Omniscience (All-Knowing)
	3) Omnipresence (Everywhere)

	4) Omnibenevolence (All-Loving)
	5) Omnisubjectivity
	6) Infinity
	7) Aseity (Self-Existence)
	8) Immutability (Unchanging)
	9) Eternality (No Beginning or End)
	10) Transcendence
	11) Incomprehensibility
	12) Sovereignty
	13) Majesty & Glory

	COMMUNICABLE:
	1) Holiness

	2) Love
	3) Goodness
	4) Wisdom
	5) Righteousness & Justice
	6) Truth
	7) Mercy & Grace
	8) Joy
	9) Peace
	God is tender, generous, warm, and personal. It’s His kindness shown toward us that causes us to repent. In my own experience of His kindness, I’ve been undone, especially in understanding that He’s also the Judge.

	HARD ATTRIBUTES:
	1) Jealousy

	2) Wrath
	3) Judgment
	4) Severity
	5) Vengeance
	6) Eternal Punishment
	This is an incommunicable attribute, and I’d say the hardest one for us to wrestle through. This deals with the reality of Hell, which is where those who reject God will spend eternity.
	No one but God has the right to determine someone’s eternal destination. And God sending someone to Hell is the ultimate expression of how seriously He takes sin and the rejection of His grace and mercy.
	I do believe that God really is just and consistent, meaning that anyone who ends up in Hell is there because, no matter what God may have done to reveal Himself and have them accept the gospel, they still would’ve rejected Him. In a real way, God gives people what they’ve chosen (Matthew 25:46, Revelation 20:15, 2 Thessalonians 1:9).


	GOD’S RAINBOW:
	The mission of the Holy Spirit Movement is to Reclaim The Rainbow Through Awakening All Nations To the Kingdom Of God. Because this is our mission, it’s vital that each one of our members understands the original meaning of the rainbow and what it says about who God is.

	The rainbow is the visual expression of God’s glory. It radiates around Him, representing the weight of who He is and every attribute. It’s very holy.
	Because His rainbow is around His throne, it reveals that God is sovereign, righteously ruling and reigning over the entire universe.
	In the context of Revelation 4, from this same throne comes lightning (representing judgment). Speaking of judgment, the first time the rainbow is revealed in scripture is in Genesis 9, after God flooded the world:
	God made an everlasting covenant not to destroy the earth again with every living creature. He made the rainbow the sign of this covenant.
	The original Hebrew word for rainbow is qeshet. It’s a word that’s normally used to talk about a warrior’s bow, a weapon.
	And the original audience hearing this story most likely wouldn’t have only thought about a beautiful rainbow when hearing about the flood.
	They would have had the image of a war bow being hung up after battle. In this story, God is like a
	warrior who has completed His judgment and
	has now hung His war bow to declare peace.
	Through this story, God’s severe judgment is shown in destroying the world, yet His mercy is also revealed by how He warned Noah and gave him instructions to build the ark, brought the animals to be saved, and preserved life despite the devastation.
	The rainbow isn’t only a sign that God won’t flood the earth again; it declares that God is both a God of justice and mercy. The rainbow reveals God’s covenant mercy being shown in the midst of judgment.
	God’s rainbow is a multifaceted symbol that represents God. It’s the likeness of His glory; it reveals that He is completely sovereign, that He is righteous in judgment and mercy, and because He is faithful, it reveals that He keeps His promises.
	He won’t flood the world again; however, Jesus is going to severely judge the whole world differently when He finally returns, as He has promised.
	The rainbow is the banner of God’s glory, and it means different things depending on where you stand in relation to Him. It’s a banner of love over His people, and it’s a banner of His wrath for those who reject Him.
	And the fullest expression of what the rainbow represents is Jesus on the cross and the empty tomb.
	It reveals the Judge willingly taking on sin and death Himself, satisfying God's wrath, conquering death, and extending mercy, so that we could receive His life and be fully restored into relationship with the Godhead.
	The cross is where judgment and mercy meet. It is the rainbow in its purest form. All who belong to God
	have His rainbow over them as a banner of mercy.
	CONCLUSION

	OUTRO
	Congrats! You’ve just walked through one of the deepest, most foundational, and hardest-to-understand truths in all of Christian theology.
	Understanding who God is helps us to connect with Him properly as we encounter Him.
	You’re close to completing The Basics as well. The next volume is the final one!
	Now, I have some discussion questions if you’d like to go through them with the person who’s taken you through this short book:

	Before reading this book, who did you think Jesus was? How has this deepened or changed your understanding?
	Do you think the filioque controversy is an important issue or a minor one? Why?
	There’s a distinction between conviction and condemnation. How can you tell the difference between both?
	How does understanding God’s divine simplicity change the way you think about His attributes that seem like opposites (ex., love and wrath)?
	How does the truth of God’s omnisubjectivity help you approach God in moments of suffering and pain?
	How does God’s rainbow reveal His attributes?
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