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PREFACE

INTRO

Hey there, welcome! I'm really glad you're here.

This is Volume One of The Basics. These small books
are designed to help you grow deeper in your faith and
get a solid grip on the core doctrines of Christianity.

We don't just want to give you one perspective; we also
want to make you aware of other common viewpoints
so you're not caught off guard or confused when you
hear them later on.

In this first book, we're focusing on the core doctrines
surrounding salvation. We'll start by looking at what sin
is and what salvation really means, then move into
some of what comes after, like the sacraments

and the gifts of the Spirit.

Even though you can read this alone, it's better to
discuss it with a partner if you're able. Also, please
take your time and ensure that you understand the
concepts presented here.

With that said, let's jump in!



CHAPTER 1

WHAT IS
SIN?

To understand what salvation is, we first have to
understand what God is saving us from. And that is sin,
and all the consequences that come with it.

Now, when we hear the word 'sin’ in church or around
Christian circles, it often just sounds like a list of rules:
'Do this, don't do that.' And while there is definitely a
legal aspect to sin, and rules do matter, that’s not what
sin is at its core.

The word 'sin’ is similar to an archery term. Sin is like
shooting an arrow and missing the target. At its heart,
sin means that God designed us to live a certain way,
and we are operating outside of that design.

Let me give you a picture: Imagine you built a robot
whose only purpose was to clean your house. That's
what it was made for. But instead, it spends all its time
trying to dance and never cleans anything. It's not
doing what it was designed to do.

That's a picture of what sin is. Sin is failing to be,
think, and do what we're designed to. 5



Now, we aren't robots. We're human beings, made in
God's image. That means we're created to be relational
like He is, to reflect His character, to walk in His
morality, and to be like Him in the way we live. But
unfortunately, humanity has fallen. Every single one of
us has sinned.

And sin has real consequences. First, it breaks our
relationship with God.

Originally, we were designed to walk in perfect
relationship with Him, constantly talking with Him,
constantly aware of His presence. But now we live in a
broken world where that’s not our normal experience.

Second, sin also corrupts. All sin and evil is ultimately
a twisting or corruption of something good.

Finally, the Bible says this: “The wages of sin is death.”
Because of sin, we die spiritually, and one day we will
die physically too.

You see, we're designed to know God, obey Him, and be
like Him. But when we sin, we walk in a lesser version
of who God designed us to be; someone spirituall

dead who is separated from God, walking in a selt>f
made purpose rather than God's purpose.

| want to talk about the different kinds of sin and God’s
morality that we see in the Bible.

Here's something important to understand: all of these
things aren't just pointing out what we're doing wrong
or giving us a bunch of rules. The rules are there to
keep us from what's wrong, but they're always meant
to lead us back to the original thing, which is God's
original and beautiful design.



God's design isn’t boring. It's not restrictive or bad. It's
a holy design, and it's good. When we walk in the
purpose He originally intended for our thinking, our
actions, and every part of our lives, we end up living in
something far better than any self-made morality or
purpose we could come up with on our own.

DIFFERENT KINDS OF SIN:

I'm not going to go through every single sin in the Bible,
but | am going to explain some of the major ones. And
if you want to read these for yourselves, I'm getting

these from Galatians chapter 5 and Exodus chapter 20:

« Idolatry: When we allow anything (whether good or evil)
to take God’s place in our lives. That means this thing
becomes our source of identity, what we treasure most,
what we sacrifice for, and ultimately, it becomes the
center of our life. Idolatry means that we're worshipping
something created rather than our Creator.

» Sexual Immorality: This is any sexual behaviour that falls
outside of God'’s original design for marriage between a
man and a woman. This includes lust, bestiality, adultery,
and many other things.

Jesus makes the standard high for this, too. He taught
that if you look at a woman with lust, you've committed
adultery with her in your heart. It's not a sin to be
attracted to someone, but it is a sin to allow your mind to
lust after someone who isn’t your spouse or to commit
any sexual action outside of marriage.

» Murder: God wants us to value human life. Jesus also
raises the standard for this one. He taught that anger and
hatred are the roots of murder (Matthew 5:21-22), and
that if we don't forgive, God won't forgive us. He wants us
to pursue reconciliation and peace, wherever possible. 7



 Corrupt Speech: God hates lying, gossip, slander, false
witness, and other evil forms of speech. We need to be
careful with our words because they have the power to
build up someone’s life or destroy it.

« Others: Theft, witchcraft (ex., tarot cards, magick, etc.),
envy, drunkenness, strife, greed, unholy jealousy, and more.

As you can see, the Bible reveals lots of different kinds
of sin. And as you grow in your faith and read the
scriptures, the Holy Spirit will convict you of specific
sins in your life and help you walk in His ways.

Even though there are so many different sins, Jesus
summarized every single moral command (everything
God wants from us) in this way: “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
love your neighbor as yourself.”

He's saying that every sin, and everything God calls us
to do, ultimately comes down to properly loving God,
loving people, and loving ourselves.

When someone is operating in sin, they're failing to
love. And by the way, love means to treat someone or
something according to their proper value and worth.
It's choosing to treat people as worthy, to recognize
the worth they already have from God.

THE FLESH:

In the Bible, you'll often see the word 'flesh’ used.
Sometimes it just means our physical body, but in
many other places it's talking about something

much deeper. 8



Sometimes the word ‘flesh’ refers to the inner power of
sin, which is a corrupted nature living inside us.

You see, even though, according to 1 John 3:4-5, sin is
“transgression of the law,” it's more than that. It's a
corruption of our very being. | like to think of it like a
sickness. When you catch a cold, your whole body
reacts. Similarly, sin affects our whole being.

The ‘flesh’ is a description of how sin operates within
us, influencing our thoughts, desires, and actions. It's
like a real force inside us that pulls us to live in ways
that are contrary to God's original design.

This fleshly nature is the result of the fall of humanity,
which is recorded in the book of Genesis. It's like a
genetic trait that we inherit from our ancestors.

Within Western branches of Christianity (Catholicism
and Protestantism), this is explained through the
doctrine of original sin. This teaches that every person
is born with a sinful nature and is immediately guilty of
sin, deserving Hell right from birth.

| don't hold to that view. Instead, | align more with what
the Eastern Church (Orthodoxy) teaches, called
ancestral sin. This teaches that every person is born
with a sinful nature, but they’re not born instantly guilty
and deserving of Hell.

In this view, because of the fleshly nature, when a
person reaches the age where they can make
conscious moral choices and choose sin, that's when
they become guilty. More simply put: every person is
born with this fleshly nature. But we're not guilty just
for being born. We're guilty when we personally
choose sin. 9



So, putting all of this together: sin is to disobey or
transgress God's law; it's to operate in a way that's
contrary to how God designed us to think and behave,
and it's also that inner power (a corruption and
sickness) that's at work within us, which drives us
toward wrong thinking and wrong behaviors.

Sin is a picture of humanity living in a twisted, lesser
version than God's original design.

It's important to understand what sin is because when
we grasp what we're actually being saved from, we're
able to hear the good news of the gospel and
experience God’s grace the way it was meant to be!

SEARED CONSCIENCE:

Who gets to tell you what's right or wrong?

A lot of us ﬁmyself included) might say, “God does, of
course,” at least until He tells us that something we've
done for years, or grew up being told is okay, is sin.

Sometimes, through our choices, environment, and/or
the worldview we've inherited, we end up with a seared
conscience in particular areas of sin (1 Timothy 4:2).
This is why we can sometimes disagree with certain
things God calls sin in the Bible and feel okay about it.

And | get it. When God calls something sin that we've
done for years, or that culture says is fine, the first
instinct is to push back. That's normal. But this isn't
evidence that God is wrong; it's evidence that our
conscience has been numbed in that area. 10



Here's the thing: if God is God, meaning He is the
Source and Foundation of all that is good and moral,
and is our Creator and Judge whom we will all answer
to, then doesn't He have the right to tell us what's good
and what's evil?

It's not our feelings or worldview that determine truth
or morality. It's God. He is the One with the ability and
right to tell us what we can and can't do.

When we don't agree with God's definition of sin or
morality, it's not because He's wrong. It's because
our conscience is seared in that area. And if it's
seared, we need to choose to submit to God's truth,
even when we don't feel like it, because through
reason and the fact that He exists, we know that
He's right on account of being God.

But here's the hope: this doesn’t have to be permanent.
When we come to Jesus and ask for help, He can
cleanse our conscience. So even when it's been
numbed, it can be un-numbed (Hebrews 9:14).

| say all of this because the message of salvation,
which we'll cover in the next chapter, requires the
right God, and having the right God also means having
His morality. If we have a version of Jesus

that doesn't have His morality, that's not the

real Jesus who offers us true salvation.

To close this chapter, | want to leave you with a verse
that shows that every single human being is in the
same boat when it comes to sin, and that's why all of
us need to hear the good news of salvation:

Romans 3:23 (NLT): “For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God'’s glorious standard.” 11



CHAPTER 2

SALVATION

You'd think the doctrine of salvation would be
straightforward, especially since it's the heart of the
Christian faith. But unfortunately, a lot of sincere
followers of Jesus disagree on the ins and outs of how
it actually works. Protestants, Orthodox, Catholics, and
others each emphasize different facets, and those
differences can feel confusing at times.

So | want to explain my view, which is a synthesis of
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox perspectives. | don't
see them as fundamentally opposed to each other;
instead, | see the truths emphasized in Protestantism
fitting beautifully within the broader, richer framework
of the Orthodox Church.

To understand salvation, let's look at what we need to
be saved from:

« We're spiritually dead (we're  « We've all inherited a sinful
separated from a living nature (a spiritual sickness
relationship with God) that affects every part of us)

« If we're at the age of accountability, we have broken
God’s holy law through our thoughts or actions, and
because of this, we stand under His righteous wrath.
His judgment hangs over us. 12



Romans 6:23 (NIV): "The wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

As you see, the picture that scripture paints is bleak.
We're spiritually dead and sick, slaves to sin, and under
God's judgment.

This is why Jesus came. God the Father, out of His
love, sent His Son (the Word of God) into the world to
save it from sin, death, and corruption.

And we'll get into this in later books, but in Christian
theology, the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit aren't 3
separate gods. They are 3 persons yet 1 God. So, in
what I'm sharing, understand that I'm talking about God
(the Son) coming into the world.

Jesus was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. God the Son incarnated,
meaning that He became man. Jesus is 100% God and
100% man.

By doing this, God the Son united Himself with
humanity. He lived a perfect life in obedience to the
Father, then willingly went to the cross to suffer and
die on behalf of humanity. And on the cross, Jesus
accomplished something beautiful and multifaceted:

» He bore our sins and appeased God's wrath, turning it away
from those who are saved (1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21,
Romans 3:25, 1 John 4:10, Romans 5:1).

 Jesus rose from the dead, defeating death itself.
Through His death and resurrection, He defeated Satan
and all spiritual powers of evil. Through His suffering,
those who are saved are forgiven and restored to a
relationship with God (Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 Corinthians
15:54-57, Colossians 2:15, 1 Peter 2:24). 13



The best part about all of this is that Jesus didn't just
die; He was resurrected! This reveals that He has
defeated both sin and death. Because of this, Jesus is
now ruling and reigning as King.

You may be wondering, “If Jesus has already defeated
evil, then why is the world still so messed up?”

The answer comes down to this phrase: “already, but
not yet,” meaning that Jesus really has conquered sin,
death, and evil. However, the full results of His victory
haven't been fully revealed yet in the world, which is
why evil still exists and suffering continues.

The reason for this is that history is not finished yet.
God has a plan that is still unfolding. In the future, He
intends for Jesus Christ to return to fully establish His
kingdom in its final, complete form. | don’t know why
He's decided to do things this way; it's a mystery.

Anyway, because of who Jesus is and what He did on
the cross, when we repent and trust Him to forgive us
of our sin, we'll be saved. Now, | want to explain what
‘repent’ means. We can understand the meaning of it
when we look at how it's used in Greek and Hebrew:

e The Greek word metanoia means e« The Hebrew word shub

a change of mind, but it goes means to turn, to return
deeper than that; it's a to God by turning away
transformation of your whole from sin and wrong

attitude, perspective, and purpose.  ways of living.

Together, these words describe a decision to change
the entire course of your life. It means changing your
mind about what sin is and recognizing that you need
God to save you from it because you cannot make
yourself right with Him on your own. 14



Think of it this way: there's a filthy person who needs
to shower. How odd would it be to tell that person that
they need to clean themselves up before showering? Or
even worse, to tell them they don't stink and don't need
to shower at all?

It's simple: if they're filthy, they need to get in the
shower. What Jesus did on the cross is that shower.
Therefore, repentance is acknowledging that we need
to be forgiven and cleansed from our sin, and so we
come to Jesus to do that for us.

Repentance is changing your mind about sin and
coming to Jesus because you know you need to be
saved from it (from the wrath of God, but also from
spiritual death and the fleshly nature). We can't fix
these ourselves. That's why we come to Him.

BORN AGAIN:

John 3:3 (NIV): “Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”

When you repent and believe the gospel, you are
born again. Just as you were born physically into
this world, there is a second birth that is spiritual.

This new birth is when you are born into God's
family and become a citizen of His Kingdom.

Being born again means that God takes someone

who is spiritually dead and resurrects them

spiritually to life. In doing so, His Holy Spirit

comes to live inside you, and now you can

connect with God. 15



And Jesus Himself is clear: unless you are born again,
you cannot see the kingdom of God.

When you truly trust Jesus, something real happens
inside you. The Bible describes it as your heart going
from stone to flesh (from a hard, hostile heart that
resists God and lives its own way to a soft heart that is
actually drawn to God and wants to follow Him).

Because | like anime... It's like an orc becoming a
human. It's a complete change in nature, not just
behavior, but what you actually are. God doesn't just
improve you. He makes you into something new.

GROWTH:

Being born again means you have a new nature, a
new citizenship, and a new family. And with it
comes something else: a new identity, a new
purpose, and a path of growth, all found in your
relationship with God.

It's easy to assume that being born again means
instant perfection, where you no longer sin or

struggle, but that's not the case. Yeah, Jesus has
accomplished something, and you're a new person
who is born again, but... 16



There's a difference between what is already true about
you and what is still being worked out in your daily life.

Being born again means the Holy Spirit now lives inside
you, and God has justified you (declared you righteous
despite your behavior because of what Jesus did on
the cross). But God has chosen to progressively flesh
out that reality in your life over time, by His Spirit.

Over time, the Holy Spirit causes us to become who we
truly are (the person who exists connected to God
through Jesus Christ).

You see, there are two versions of us. There's the
person separated from God (spiritually dead, living
without Him). And then there's the person connected to
God (born again, with a new identity, new purpose, and
new values). The born-again version is who you
actually are now. And progressively, God works to
make that a reality in how you actually live.

To bring back the analogy, the human who was once an
orc still has to deal with lingering orc tendencies and
mindsets. That takes time.

But the good news is there's a helper: the Holy Spirit.
He helps you work through those old tendencies and

ways of thinking, and begins shaping you to think and
live like the human you now actually are.

©

God's work in our lives of growth is all about
making us look like and reflect Jesus. 17

Romans 8:29 (NLT): "For God knew his people in
advance, and he chose them to become like his Son,
so that his Son would be the firstborn among many
brothers and sisters."




Something cool | want to mention about that scripture
is that Jesus, even though He is God, is also called our
older brother. That changes how we relate to Him!

Anyway, being transformed to look like Jesus doesn't
mean we all become uniform or identical. It means we
take on His character (His patience, His morality, His
love, His truth, etc.). But here's what's wonderful: each
of us gets to reflect Jesus uniquely. The way | image
God will look different from the way you do.

Every born-again person is being transformed to look
like Jesus, but through a unique personality, unique
giftings, and a unique purpose, because God created
each person as a distinct individual. We're all reflecting
the same God. Just each in our own way, according to
God's will and design for us.

So what does this look like practically?

Over time, the Holy Spirit works in us through various
means. And one of the things He does is convict us of
sin. Not in a condemning way, but in a fatherly way.

He'll say, “Hey son/daughter, you've got a gossiping
problem. That's not good. Here's how it hurts people.
Here's how it grieves My heart. | want you to change.”
But what's awesome about this is that He doesn't just
point out the problem and leave us to figure it out. He
helps us.

2 Peter 1:4 (NLT): “These are the promises that enable
you to share his divine nature...”

This verse and its context reveal that God gives us
Himself (His energy, character, and holiness) so
that we can become like Him and walk in His ways. 18



I'm not saying we become God; what I'm saying is that
God gives us what we need to live like Him.

On a day-to-day basis, you still have to choose to deny
temptation. You have to pursue wisdom. You have to
do the work. But you're not doing it alone.

The Holy Spirit is supplying the wisdom, the strength,
and the character from within you. Over time, God
literally heals and transforms you by His Spirit, and
you'll find yourself walking in ways you simply couldn't
on your own.

This is also true when it comes to purpose. Every
believer has one. For some, it looks like pastoral
ministry or church work. For others, it's business,
education, the arts, or some other space entirely.

But whatever the context, the calling is always the
same at its core: to spread the light of Jesus, to
evangelize, to make disciples. And just like with
character, God doesn't just tell you your purpose and
wish you luck. He reveals it, empowers you for it, and
sends you at the right time.

One more thing: we don't grow alone. We grow in
community. When you're born again, you become part
of a new family, the Church. And the Church was never
meant to be mainly an institution.

The original word is ekklesia, a Greek word meaning the
called-out ones, an assembly of people called out for a
purpose. In the early church, the people met in homes.
The church was those who, through Jesus, had

become family. They gathered together, helped

one another with wisdom and resources, and

by the Holy Spirit, walked together toward God. 19



We grow through the Spirit working in us individually,
and through the Spirit working among us together. All
towards uniquely looking like Jesus and walking in His
purpose for us here on earth.

TERMINOLOGY:

Up to this point, I've intentionally avoided a lot of
the theological terminology that typically comes
with explaining salvation. | wanted to explain the
concepts first in a simple way, without the labels
causing misunderstanding.

But now | want to introduce the terms, because
you're going to encounter them as you study the
Bible and grow in your faith. So let's do that:

1) Atonement

This is the umbrella term for what Jesus accomplished
on the cross to deal with sin and restore our
relationship with God.

It means “at-one-ment” (the making of two parties
into one again). It is about reconciliation between
us and God because of the cross.

There are different views within Christianity on how the
atonement works. | will explain those more fully in the
section “Why The Cross?” at the end of this chapter.

For now, just know that what I've presented so far in

this chapter is a synthesis of multiple views. 20



2) Justification

Justification is the legal declaration God makes over
you when you trust in Jesus. It's where He declares you
righteous, not because you've earned it or because
your behavior deserves it, but because Jesus's
righteousness is credited to your account.

Think of it like a courtroom: You're guilty, the evidence
is there, but someone steps in and takes your sentence,
and the judge legally declares you free. That's
justification. It's a one-time thing. It's not a process.
The moment you trust Jesus, God declares you
righteous. It's done. And that standing never changes.

3) Regeneration

This is the term for being born again. It's the moment
God takes you from being spiritually dead and
resurrects you to new life by His Spirit.

You're given a new nature, a new heart, and a new
capacity to know and connect with God.

4) Adoption

Another easy-to-understand term: this refers to you
being adopted into God'’s family as His son or daughter.
You have a new Father, and Jesus is your Older Brother.

Along with this, you have full rights as a child of

God, meaning that you have access to Him, you're

an heir of His Kingdom, and you're deeply known and
loved by Him. The Holy Spirit even reminds us that
we're His children (Romans 8). 21



5) Sanctification

This is the lifelong process of God progressively
making you into who you already are in Christ.
6) Theosis

This term comes from Eastern Orthodox Christianity.
lts meaning is explained by this early church father:

Saint Athanasius said: "God became man so that
man might become God."

Now, before you dismiss this as heresy, he doesn't
mean we literally become God or merge into God and
lose ourselves. What he means is that through Jesus,
humanity is invited into the very life of God Himself. In
other words, God gives us His character, holiness,
wisdom, etc. We become like Him by grace.

In Orthodox thought, there's a distinction between
God's essence and energies. His essence is who He is
in Himself (beyond us, unapproachable). But His
energies are how He expresses Himself outwardly.

Theosis teaches that we participate in His energies.
That means we don't just get forgiven; we actually
get drawn into the life of the Godhead, into the love,
glory, and communion that the Father, Son, and the
Holy Spirit share with one another.

The concept of theosis is rooted in 2 Peter 1:4 and in
John 17. In John, Jesus prays that believers would be
one with Him and the Father, the same way that

He and the Father are one. 929



So theosis isn't about us being convicted of sin and
trying to improve ourselves. It's about union with God.

In other words, it's knowing and experiencing Him
relationally, and through that relationship, receiving
from Him the capacity to think, speak, and walk the
way He does.

Theosis is transformation by grace. It's us becoming
like God through Him giving us His own life.

| get that theosis sounds similar to sanctification, so
let me draw a distinction:

Sanctification is the character dimension of theosis
(His patience, holiness, and love being formed in you
over time). Theosis is the whole (being drawn into God
Himself; into His life, presence, and communion).

One is about looking like Him. The other is about
belonging to Him and partaking of the divine nature.

Transformation is a byproduct of knowing God
relationally, and theosis is the goal of that
transformation. You don't become like God by trying
harder. You become like God by getting closer to Him.

7) Fruit of the Spirit

In Galatians 5, the apostle Paul lists what the Holy
Spirit produces in the life of a believer as he does His
work (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control). 23



These are called the fruit of the Spirit. And the word
fruit is important to understand here. You don't
manufacture fruit; it grows naturally as a result of being
connected to the right source.

We can gain a fuller understanding of this through what
Jesus says in John 15, in which He says that He is the
Vine and we are the branches, and that the branches
cannot bear fruit by themselves unless they're
connected to the Vine.

Fruit isn't something you perform or make on your own.
It's something that develops in you as you walk with
God and the Holy Spirit does His work.

8) Baptism of the Holy Spirit

This isn't water baptism. When you're born again, you
are baptized in the Holy Spirit. In this, the Holy Spirit
Himself is what unites you to Christ, regenerates you,
and makes you a new creation. This baptism happens
once for every true believer (1 Corinthians 12:13).

Unfortunately, some branches of Christianity (many
Pentecostal and Charismatic churches) confuse the
baptism of the Spirit with the next term we'll discuss.
They teach it as a second experience you seek out
after salvation rather than something that happens
at the moment you're born again.

9) Infilling of the Spirit

Being baptized in the Spirit at salvation is permanent
and once for all, but that's not the end of the Holy
Spirit's work in your life. 24



In the Bible, we see believers who already had the Spirit
being filled again in fresh and powerful ways (Acts 2,
Acts 4:31, Acts 8, Acts 10, Acts 19). Also, we see the
Holy Spirit coming upon believers with fresh power for
boldness, mission, and spiritual encounters with God.

Finally, Paul instructs us in Ephesians 5:18 to keep
being filled with the Spirit. This is because it's an
ongoing thing.

Think of it this way: the baptism of the Holy Spirit is
about belonging to God. The ongoing infilling is about
empowerment for what He's calling you to do.

The Infilling of the Spirit doesn't add to or replace your
salvation. It's simply the Holy Spirit continuing to move
in your life, strengthening you, equipping you with gifts,
and empowering you for purpose, because you're
already saved.

10) Glorification

This is the final stage of salvation. It's what happens at
the end. Right now, we're justified and are being
sanctified by God, but we're still in these bodies, still in
a broken world, still dealing with the remnants of our
old nature.

Glorification is when all of that is finally and
completely dealt with.

When Jesus returns, believers will be resurrected and
given new, glorified bodies. Every trace of sin, death,
and brokenness will be gone. You will fully and
completely be who God created you to be. 95



All sanctification is working towards this finish line. It's
the entire point of God's work.

DEBATES:

| want to address a few of the major debates that
come up when it comes to salvation. There's more
than this, but | think these are the main ones that
we need to deal with for now:

1) Can You Lose Your Salvation?

This is one of the oldest debates in Christianity. Let me
share where | land on this and why, and then give you
the other side fairly.

| hold to Once Saved, Always Saved (OSAS), but with
some important nuance. | don't mean that if you
intellectually agree with a set of ideas, you're
permanently saved no matter what.

What | mean is this: if you are genuinely born again (if
God has truly regenerated you and made you His child),
He is not going to lose you because He can't fail.

Jesus says in John 10:28-29 that He gives His sheep
eternal life, and no one can snatch them out of His
hand. And that His Father, who gave them to Him, is
greater than all, and no one can snatch them out

of the Father's hand either.

Hebrews 12 tells us that God disciplines His children,
and that if you're not being disciplined, you're not
actually one of His. This means God is actively
involved in keeping and shaping His children. 26



My point is that the true believer who wanders doesn't
just get abandoned. Instead, God comes after them.
Think of the parable of the lost sheep. The shepherd
leaves the ninety-nine to go find the one who
wandered. That’s who God is toward His children.

So when | say | hold to OSAS, I'm saying it in the
context of a living God who holds onto His children,
disciplines them, pursues them, and is faithful to
complete what He started in them.

This also means that if someone walks away from the
faith and never returns, never shows any fruit, never
demonstrates any real transformation, the biblical
category for that isn't someone who lost their
salvation. Rather, it's someone who was never

saved to begin with.

John addresses this in 1 John 2:19 (ESV), where he
says, “they went out from us, but they were not of us,
for if they had been of us they would have remained
with us.” In other words, a true departure may reveal
that genuine salvation was never there to begin with.

Again, my caveat to this is that if a person who leaves
belongs to God, He'll go get them eventually. Also, if
someone is living in sin with no repentance, yet is born
again, God will discipline them and do whatever is
needed to align them with His will.

Now, there are sincere Christians who believe
that you can lose your salvation.

Here are the main passages they point to:

» Revelation 3:5: Jesus says He will not blot out the
name of the one who conquers from the book of life,
which implies that some names can be blotted out. 27



o Hebrews 6:4-6: This describes people who were
enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, who shared in the
Holy Spirit, and who then fell away. The author says it is
impossible to restore them to repentance. This is a difficult
passage that people have wrestled with for centuries.

» Hebrews 10:26-27: This warns that if we go on sinning
deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins but a fearful
expectation of judgment.

« Galatians 5:4: Paul says that those who are trying to be
justified by the law have been severed from Christ and
have fallen away from grace.

Those who believe you can lose your salvation argue
that these passages are a warning to believers who are
born again. They emphasize that the real Christian
perseveres to the end, and if they don't, they've lost
their salvation.

If you'd like to study this or other debates further, I'll
provide further resources at the end of this short book
for you to study.

2) Are we saved by faith alone, or do works play a role?

This debate is trying to answer what genuine saving
faith really looks like. It's asking these questions: Does
it produce works? If we don’t submit to and obey Jesus
as Lord, are we really saved? Or can we just believe
intellectually, and that's enough?

On one hand, scripture seems to teach that we don't
earn our salvation through our religious effort. Instead,
it's a gift. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “it's by grace that you
have been saved through faith, and this isn't your

own doing; it's the gift of God, not a result of

works so that no one can boast.” 28



But on the other hand, there's scripture like James 2:17
that says, “Faith without works is dead,” and others
that teach about works being a part of true faith,
meaning that Jesus requires more than us intellectually
assenting to facts about Him.

One side of this debate is called Lordship Salvation.
This position says that genuine saving faith always
involves submitting to Jesus as Lord, not just Savior. A
faith that produces zero change, zero fruit, and no
desiﬁe to follow God is most likely not real saving faith
at all.

The other side is called Easy Believism. This position
says that all you need to do is believe and trust in
Jesus, and no matter what follows in your life, you're
saved and going to heaven.

Personally, | don't feel like | fully land in either camp, so
let me share where | actually stand. I'd call my position
Relational Salvation.

Here's what | mean: When we are born again, God
becomes our Father. And the key thing to understand is
that he's a living Father, not a distant, passive one.
He's actively involved in your life.

Could you start as a born-again believer and
still be living a messy, sinful, barely recognizable
as a Christian life? Yes. Absolutely.

But here's the thing: because God is your Father and
you are genuinely His child, He is not going to just
leave you there. At some point, He is going to move in
your life in whatever way is needed. 2



Sometimes that looks like heavy discipline that nobody
wants. Sometimes it looks like Him drawing close to
you in a tender, gentle way. Sometimes it looks like
circumstances falling apart until you finally turn back
to Him. But the point is He pursues His own.

So yes, normatively, a true believer will come to treat
Jesus properly as Lord, not because they perfectly
performed their way there, but because a living God
pursued them there. It's not about your consistency.
It's about His.

This also means that someone can be genuinely saved
and still live a sinful season of life or even walk away.
The caveat | have is that God won't leave you there
forever. | also believe that He will at times take people
out of this life to keep those who belong to Him from
permanently falling away.

The difference between this and easy believism is that
I'm not saying sin has no consequences or that it
doesn’t matter. And the difference between this and
the lordship salvation framework is that I'm not making
perfect submission to Jesus as the measuring stick of
whether someone is saved.

I'm saying that genuine salvation means you have a
good Father who will do what good fathers do: love
you, discipline you, and pursue you.

What | look for to know if someone is saved is
whether they have a real relationship with God.

And secondarily, | look at their life over time: does that
relationship produce fruit? In saying this, I'm not
looking for perfection, just evidence that there's
something real and living there.



Even though it may take time and even if there are
seasons when the person isn't following God as they
should, a branch that's connected to the Vine will
eventually bear fruit at some point.

3) Can You Be Saved Without Hearing the Gospel?

This is a question I've wrestled with quite a bit. Like, is
God really going to condemn people who never got a
chance to hear the gospel? That seems unfair.

Here are the three main positions on this:

 Exclusivism: This says that only those who hear the gospel,
understand it, and respond to it will be saved. Those who
hold to this position take seriously passages like John 14:6
and Romans 10:14, which together say that Jesus is the
only way to salvation and that people have to hear the
message to respond.

* Inclusivism: This says that even though Jesus is the only
way to salvation and the normative way people are reached
is through hearing the gospel, it's possible for someone to
be saved through Him without explicitly having heard of
Jesus or the gospel.

Those who hold to this believe that God can apply the work
of Christ to someone who responds to the light they've
been given. Essentially, inclusivists believe that God is just
enough to save people through Jesus, even if they've never
heard His name because He wants all to be saved.

 Universalism: This says that everyone will eventually be
saved. For this one, | want to be clear right now that | don't
think the Bible supports this. Jesus warned of Hell and
eternal judgment a lot. 31



Personally, | land on the inclusivist side of this debate.

But here’s the thing: even though | hold to that view, |
live like exclusivism is true. Why? | have two reasons
for doing so:

First, we could be wrong. I hold to inclusivism with
humility, not certainty. And if there's any possibility
that exclusivism is true, then the stakes are too high to
be casual about this.

Second, and more importantly, God has commanded us
to go evangelize and make disciples. Obedience to God
doesn't hinge on us having every question about this
figured out. We go because Jesus said, "Go.”

The danger with inclusivism is that it can make some
of us spiritually lazy with an attitude of, “Well... they'll
probably be okay and go to Heaven anyway.” This can
kill urgency and dim the fire for evangelism.

So yes, | believe God is bigger than our reach. But | also
believe he's given us a mission to take seriously.

WHY THE CROSS?

Even though it's the core of Christianity, the message
of the cross can seem absurd. | mean, is God
bloodthirsty? Why was any of this necessary in the first
place? And if God set the rules for the universe,
couldn’t He have created a better system that didn't
require His own death?

But just because something seems odd to us

doesn’t mean it's not true. 32



Despite how it's been mocked, the message of the
cross has grown into the world’s largest and most
influential religion, albeit with a lot of mess and
corruption along the way.

But regardless, it seems there is power and truth
behind this message.

Revelation 13:8 (NKJVT) calls Jesus the “Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world,” signifying that the
cross wasn't an afterthought when God created the
universe; it was always the plan.

I'd say this was based on His foreknowledge, knowing
what would happen if He created a world like ours,
where human beings have free will; this free will allows
us to choose God or not, to love or to not love Him.

| think part of why God made this world where the
cross is necessary is to allow for free creatures to
freely choose Him. He didn’t want robots.

But also, the scriptures teach that all things, including
us, were created through Jesus and for Him
(Colossians 1:16). This means the entire universe
isn't about us; it's about Jesus Christ, the Lamb

who was slain.

So, the creation story, and via God’s foreknowledge
(not direct causation), the fall of humanity, all of world
history and all of the history of God's people, and
finally, the cross, all point to Jesus. It's about glorifying
and revealing who He is.

In simple words: part of the reason the cross is a
thing at all is to reveal Jesus' character to us. It's
an eternal message of who He is. 3



What does the cross reveal about Him?

It reveals the weight, fierceness, and steadiness of His
love. It reveals the lengths God will go to to save those
who don't deserve it.

Through it, we're shown that the almighty,
transcendent, and holy God is also love. He's the God
who, in all rights of who He is, doesn't have to do
anything for us, yet because He is love, He became a
man to save humanity from its sin.

This life is God's storybook, revealing who He is and
the lengths He'll go to redeem a corrupt creation, while
also purchasing and forming children for Himself from
this reality, who, through it and God's work, are each
unique individuals that otherwise wouldn’t have
existed. You and |, as we are, and as we will be, are
only so because He created us in this reality and
redeemed us in it.

Now, what about God being bloodthirsty? Well, I'd say
that's a misrepresentation of a couple of things.

First, the cross isn't God the Father being set against
God the Son, as if there were two separate Gods where
one appeases their wrath on the other.

Instead, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are One
God, yet Three Persons (I'll explain the Trinity more in
depth in the 3" Volume of this series), made a plan
from eternity past before they made creation, knowing
what would come because of free will, to redeem the
creation rather than just destroy it.

God the Son (Jesus Christ) came willingly, according
to the plan of the Godhead to pay for sin. 34



He didn't pay for the wrath of the Father alone; He paid
for the wrath of the entire Godhead. The cross is a
picture of the Judge becoming the Sacrifice. Jesus, the
Lamb who was slain, is the God of the universe to
whom we'll all answer, who, out of love, offered
Himself willingly according to the plan of the Trinity to
be the payment for us, defeating sin and death itself.

So, it's not just a reqular human, nor is it God the
Father versus God the Son; it's the Godhead out of
love, sending God (the Son) to deal with sin on
humanity's behalf.

Second, the sacrificial system of the Old Testament
wasn't about God craving blood for its own sake. The
whole system communicated truth about who God is
and who we are.

God's people, the ancient Israelites, were taught
through the sacrifices that approaching a holy God is a
serious thing that can't be casual. The sacrifices
taught that a relationship with God is so valuable that
restoring it costs the worst thing a living creature can
go through: death itself. This is because the wages of
sin is death, and life is found in the blood (Romans
6:23, Leviticus 17:11).

Yeah. | know that’s heavy. And just so you know, many
of the sacrifices were eaten afterwards. It's like us
eating animals, except these were offered to God in a
ritualistic way.

The New Testament book of Hebrews tells us that the
blood of animals could never finally take away sins,
and that the whole sacrificial system was instituted to
deal with sin on a situational basis while pointing
forward to the real thing, which is Jesus.



It's not that God is bloodthirsty; it’s that sin has a real
cost, and God instituted a system to reveal that. Could
He have done things another way? I'm not entirely sure,
but He did put it in place. Also, there is another tough
truth we need to grapple with: God, as our Creator, has
the right to give life and end it whenever He pleases.

So to recap, the cross exists because:

» God wanted to create humans who could freely choose to
love and obey Him. He knew in advance exactly what would
happen in such a universe, including the fall. Therefore, the
Trinity made a plan to redeem humanity through Jesus, the
Lamb who was slain before the foundation of the world.

* This life is God's storybook, meant to reveal who He is. The
entire universe and all of history were made for Jesus. The
cross especially reveals His character and love, showing the
lengths God will go to redeem people who don't deserve it.

« A relationship with God is so valuable that restoring it costs
the worst thing a living creature can go through: death. This
is what the sacrificial system in the OT revealed and what
Christ fulfilled through the cross.

» God wanted you and me to be His children. Despite the cost
and pain of this reality, He saw fit to create this world for the
sake of having us. We wouldn't exist as we are, nor become
who we will be, except through the reality in which we find
ourselves redeemed.

Alright, I've given you my answer as to why the cross
exists, but the next question is: what does it actually
accomplish?

Christians have always agreed that Jesus' death and
resurrection restore us to a relationship with God. But
there's disagreement about how that happens.

What I'll present are multiple views, with mine
presented last: 36



1) Moral Influence

This says that the cross is the ultimate demonstration
of God's love. Jesus' life, words, and death show us
how far God is willing to go for us. This revelation of
God's love is meant to draw us to repentance and
transform us.

2) Christus Victor

Out of all the views from church history, this is the one
most widely spoken of by the church fathers. On the
cross and in His resurrection, Jesus defeated the
powers of evil (sin, death, and the devil) and set
humanity free from its bondage.

The cross is a triumphant act of God's power that
conquers the forces that held humanity captive
(Colossians 2:15).

3) Satisfaction

This view says that sin is an injustice against God's
honor and justice, and that because of sin, humanity
owes a debt we could never pay.

Jesus, as God-incarnate, lived a life of perfect
obedience and offered His death as the payment that
satisfies what was owed (Romans 5:9)

4) Penal Substitution

“Penal” means punishment, and “substitution” means
in our place. This view says that Jesus bore the
penalty of our sin, taking on judgment, the curse,

and the wrath we deserved so that we could be
forgiven and declared righteous. 37



This isn’t the Father placing His wrath on the Son;
instead, this is the entire Godhead dealing with sin and
wrath; it's the Son willingly becoming the Sacrifice for
it. Jesus, the Judge, took on the wrath of the Godhead
in our place for those who believe in Him, also giving
us His righteousness for our unrighteousness (Isaiah
53, Galatians 3:13, Romans 3:25-26, John 10:18).

5) Recapitulation

This view says that through the entire incarnate work of
Christ (His birth, life, death, and resurrection), He
remakes and restores human nature itself, reversing
the effects of the fall of man and making it so that we
may become like God in character and know Him
relationally through grace.

God didn’t come to condemn the world, but to redeem
it, to heal sinners from sin and make them righteous.

6) Ransom Theory

This says that Jesus purchased people out of the
kingdom of darkness and transferred them into the
Kingdom of God. He transforms children of the devil
into children of God.

The earliest forms of this theory said that God
purchases people from Satan, but there are problems
with this; it makes it seem like the devil has more
power than he really does.

So instead of this, the emphasis isn’t on Satan actually
owning people; rather, it's that through sin, people are
brought into bondage to the kingdom of darkness,

and Jesus purchases them out of that bondage.



The cost (Christ’s blood) purchases us from God's
justice and also from the domain of the kingdom
of darkness, which God once gave us over to
because of sin.

7) My Synthesis

For me, | believe that each of these is a different
aspect of what the cross accomplished. | don’t believe
it's only Christus Victor or Penal Substitution or
another view; | believe that the work of Christ is
multifaceted.

This is a normal way of viewing the work of Christ as
well and is common amongst those who argue for one
specific view. Usually, there’s an emphasis on one
while also believing in some of the others.

Colossians 2:13-15 (NLT): “You were dead because of your sins and
because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you
alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of
the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In
this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed
them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.”

The above verse contains both Penal Substitution and
Christus Victor. My point in sharing it is that these
different views aren't rivals; they're different sides of
the same reality of the atonement.

Jesus Christ died and was resurrected to bear our sin
and the wrath of God in our place and give us His
righteousness, to defeat sin, death, and the powers of
darkness, to satisfy God's justice and purchase us from
the domain of darkness, to redeem and heal us from
sin and its effects, and restore us into a

relationship with God. 39



The cross is amazing news for us, revealing God's love
for us, as well as revealing His glory to us.

| hope my answer to the “why” behind the cross has
answered some of your intellectual questions. Of
course, it won't satisfy every emotional problem that
comes with this. I still struggle with the “why” behind
this world, sin, evil, and the cross, but | still trust the
Lord because He is who He says He is.
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CHAPTER 3

THE
SACRAMENTS

In this chapter and the next, | want to talk about some
of the ways you can participate and operate as a born-
again believer. This chapter covers the sacraments.

A sacrament is a visible, physical action or sign that
conveys an invisible spiritual reality. In other words, it's
something you do physically that is simultaneously
doing something spiritually.

Now, the sacraments are also heavily debated in
Christianity. Different traditions disagree about what
they are, how many there are, and what exactly they do.

We'll start with the two sacraments that are recognized
across all major branches of Christianity: baptism and
communion (also called the Eucharist). These two are
the most clearly instituted by Jesus Himself in
scripture and are practiced in some form by virtually
every genuine Christian tradition.

After that, we'll look at the other five sacraments
recognized by certain branches of Christianity,
what they mean, and where they come from. 41



BAPTISM:

This is a radical act for those who have put their faith
in Jesus and are born again.

In the early church, it wasn't casual or only symbolic. It
was a public declaration that you were breaking away
from the world's corruption and its system of sin. It
was someone standing up and saying, “Jesus is my
Lord. He is my God. | belong to Him now. I'm a new
person, dead to my old life.”

Jesus Himself commanded it. In Matthew 28:19-20,
He tells His disciples to “go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.” It's not optional. It's part of His great
commission.

The New Testament also consistently links belief and
baptism together as though they're inseparable. Mark
16:16, Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, and 1 Peter 3:21 all
connect them closely.

Unfortunately, some branches of Christianity read
these passages to mean that baptism itself is what
causes you to be born again, that the act of being
baptized is what saves you. This view is called
baptismal regeneration.

| don't hold to that view because the Bible places
salvation in the category of faith. We are saved by
grace through faith, not by water baptism. Take the
thief on the cross, for example. Jesus told him that he
would be with Him in paradise that very day, and this
thief was never baptized. It's hard to say based on

this that baptism is required for salvation. 42



My view is that baptism is something that happens
because you're saved, not in order to be saved.

It's an act of obedience that's significant and grace-
filled. It's you responding to what God has already done
in you and publicly declaring it.

And | do believe that in certain moments, when
someone is baptized, God meets them there in a fresh
way. This may look like a further infilling of the Holy
Spirit, a tangible encounter with God.

This isn't because the water does something magical,
but because God honors obedience and shows up in
the midst of it according to His will.

When it comes to the mode of baptism éin other words,
how it's actually done), there are a few different
practices across Christianity.

Some traditions sprinkle water on the head. Some do a
single full immersion. And some, like the Eastern
Orthodox Church, do a triple full immersion, immersing
the person three times in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Personally, | hold to the triple immersion as the most
historically rooted practice. But | also think that the
other modes are valid in God's eyes.

At the end of the day, it's a matter of faith and
intention. And practically speaking, some people
S|mply cannot be fully immersed for physical reasons.
I'm not going to tell someone bedridden that they need
to be dunked in water. That's not right. God looks at
the heart, and | trust Him to honor the act of

obedience regardless of the mode. 43



| want to address one more thing: infant baptism.
Some traditions, including Roman Catholicism, Eastern
Orthodoxy, and Lutheranism, practice baptizing infants
rather than waiting for a personal profession of faith.

They argue that just like how children born into God's
covenant people in the Old Testament were included in
the community of faith from birth, infant baptism
serves as the marker of a child's inclusion into the New
Covenant community of God's people.

In infant baptism, the parents are essentially saying we
are raising this child in the faith and presenting them to
God. Because some traditions believe baptism saves
you, they naturally want their children to be baptized as
soon as possible.

| don't hold to infant baptism because baptism in the
New Testament is consistently done to those who have
made a personal decision of faith in Christ. An infant
can't make that declaration.

What I'd say to parents who want to dedicate their
children to God is that there's a beautiful practice in
many Protestant churches called baby dedication. This
is where parents publicly commit to raising their child
in the faith, and the church commits to walking
alongside them.

How We Do Baptism at The Holy Spirit Movement:

Let me be upfront: We don't baptize people instantly.
And | know some of you reading this are thinking,
“Isn’t that unbiblical? Didn't the early church

baptize people right away?” 44



| used to hold to immediate baptism for those reasons.
But when | studied church history more carefully, |
realized something important: The people being
baptized immediately in the early church were largely
Jewish or already deeply familiar with the God of the
Bible. They understood the significance of what they
were doing.

But over time, as Christianity spread, something started
happening: People were coming in, getting baptized,
but many of them didn't actually believe in the same
Jesus the church believed in, or believed in false
teaching surrounding important areas of the faith.

So the early church developed what became known as
the catechumenate (a period of instruction before
baptism). This is still practiced in the Catholic and
Orthodox traditions today.

Because our modern world is full of competing ideas
about who Jesus is and the important core doctrines of
Christianity, | think it's wise to make sure that before
someone gets baptized, they genuinely know what they
believe and who they're declaring their faith in.

What's required at the Holy Spirit Movement is that you
go through our Foundations Series of small
discipleship books and can adequately explain the
doctrines in them. We do this because we want to make
sure that you understand the core beliefs of
Christianity. And we don't require perfection in this.
We're just making sure you believe in the real Jesus.

And I'm not worried about this process since | don't
believe baptism itself saves you. You're being prepared
to make one of the most meaningful declarations of
your life in a way that's informed and intentional.



We view baptism very highly.
Analogously, it's like putting on
an engagement ring. It's a public
sign that reveals that you belong
to Jesus, identify with Him, and
are dedicated to pursuing His
Kingdom throughout your life.

Baptism is you declaring that your old self is buried
with Christ, and through Him, you're raised to new life
with a fresh start as a new creation.

It's also you declaring that you're submitting to Jesus
as your Lord and Savior, and are consciously deciding
to leave the world system because you're now a citizen
of heaven who has different values and morality than
those of the world’s culture.

Finally, we do our baptisms publicly. Sometimes this is
done in the context of one of our small groups; at other
times, they may happen at a larger event that our
movement puts on.

When performing baptism we:

» Ensure the person is born  « Have leadership in the Holy
again and understands the Spirit Movement perform
foundational doctrines of the baptism, and pray for
Christianity. the person afterwards.

 The person is fully immersed in water three times.
With each immersion, we speak one name of the
Trinity, baptizing them first in the name of the
Father, then the Son, then the Holy Spirit.

Want to get baptized? Please talk to your group
leader. They'll walk alongside you and help guide
you through that process. 46



COMMUNION:

Whether it's practiced in a liturgical church service,
around a family table, or in a small group, this
sacrament is meant to bring believers together in
remembrance and honor of Jesus and what He did for
us on the cross. It's a celebration of His victory over
sin and death.

Let me start by sharing how we do it in the Holy Spirit
Movement. Our leaders perform communion in our
small group gatherings as the Holy Spirit leads, and
we do it like this:

 The elements (bread and wine) = The group will listen to
are prepared before the gathering.  the leader read either 1
Substituting these with crackers Corinthians 11:23-26 or
and grape juice is okay. Luke 22:19-20.

« Finally, after this, the leader will lead the group in a prayer of
thanksgiving to God for sending Jesus to save us and thank
Him for His blood spilt and His body broken for us on the
cross. After this, when the leader says so, the group may
partake of the elements.

Like with baptism, only those who are genuinely born
again may partake of this sacrament.

Addressing Transubstantiation:

| want to address a very important debate that exists
in Christianity: transubstantiation. This is the Roman
Catholic belief that when you partake of communion,
the bread and wine literally and physically become

the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ. They
believe that the outward appearance stays the

same, but the substance is fully transformed

into Christ's body and blood. o



This is why Catholics treat the communion elements
with reverence and why the Mass is considered an
ongoing sacrifice of Christ in Catholic theology.

The Eastern Orthodox Church holds a similar but
slightly distinct view. They affirm that Christ is truly
and really present in the bread and wine, but they
intentionally resist defining exactly how that happens.

| don't hold to transubstantiation, and honestly, | don't
see it clearly in scripture.

When Jesus said “this is My body, and this is My
blood” at the Last Supper, He was physically present
with His disciples; His actual body was right there at
the table. Because of this, these passages seem to
say that bread and wine are actual bread and wine.

But | do agree with the Reformed and Lutheran
traditions that while the elements remain what they
are physically, Christ is truly present with us in a real
and spiritual way when we partake in faith. In it, the
Holy Spirit is present and connects us with Christ, so
that we receive grace as we partake.

THE OTHER 5 SACRAMENTS:

The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches
recognize seven sacraments in total. The Anglican
Church also recognizes these five but places themin a
different category from baptism and communion,
which they consider the two primary sacraments
directly instituted by Christ. The other five carry real
spiritual significance but are not considered on the
same level as the main two. 48



Let's take a look at each one:

1) Confirmation

This is where a baptized believer publicly affirms their
faith. In traditions that practice infant baptism,
confirmation is essentially the moment when the
person (who is now old enough to understand) takes
ownership of what was done on their behalf as an
infant. It's their personal declaration of faith.

In Catholicism, confirmation is administered by a
bishop and is believed to confer a special
strengthening of the Holy Spirit, completing what was
begun in baptism.

In Orthodoxy, it's called Chrismation and is actually
administered immediately after baptism (even for
infants) through an anointing with blessed oil.

In Anglicanism, it looks more like a public affirmation
of vows made at baptism.

2) Confession

This is also called penance or reconciliation. It's where
you confess sins to a priest so that you can receive
absolution (a formal declaration of God's forgiveness).

In Catholicism, this is considered necessary for the
forgiveness of serious sins committed after baptism,
and the priest acts as an intermediary through whom
God's forgiveness is formally pronounced.

There is also typically an act of penance assigned
(a prayer or action done in repentance). 49



In Orthodoxy, the practice looks similar, but the
emphasis surrounding it is slightly different. The priest
is seen more as a witness to the confession instead of
being a mediator of it. The person is confessing to God
in the presence of the priest rather than confessing to
the priest himself.

The theological basis for this sacrament comes from
John 20:23, where Jesus tells His disciples that if they
forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven, and James
5:16, which calls believers to confess their sins to one
another.

3) Anointing of the Sick

This sacrament is where a priest will anoint a sick or
dying person with blessed oil and pray over them for
healing, strength, and forgiveness.

The basis for this from scripture is in James 5:14-15,
where the elders of the church are instructed to pray
over the sick and anoint them with oil in the name of
the Lord.

4) Holy Orders

This is the sacrament through which men are ordained
into the clergy (as deacons, priests, or bishops).

In both Catholicism and Orthodoxy, ordination is
understood as conferring a permanent spiritual change
on the person being ordained. It's not just a recognition
of a role because they believe it transforms the person
in a spiritual sense, setting them apart for sacred
service in a way that cannot be undone. 50



5) Matrimony

In Catholicism and Orthodoxy, marriage between two
baptized Christians is considered a sacrament, not
just a legal or social arrangement. It's a sacred
covenant that conveys God's grace to the couple. It
also reflects the relationship between Christ and the
church, as Paul describes in Ephesians 5.

In Catholicism, the spouses administer the sacrament
to each other through their vows, with the priest
serving as the church's official witness.

In Orthodoxy, the priest plays a more active role, and
the ceremony involves a beautiful crowning ritual
where crowns are placed on the heads of the bride and
groom, symbolizing their becoming the king and queen
of their own little kingdom, a family built in God.

Catholicism teaches that sacramental marriage
between baptized Christians can't be dissolved. This is
part of why they prohibit divorce and remarriage.

How Does The Holy Spirit Movement View These?

Our view of these five sacraments is similar to the
Anglican Church's. We see baptism and communion as
the two primary sacraments, and these five as having
their own real and meaningful place.

Here's how each one looks with us practically:

 Confirmation: Similar to the Orthodox Church, we confirm
someone with anointing oil following their baptism. 51



» Confession: We practice confessing to other believers in our
small groups and to healthy leadership. In confession, you're
confessing to God, with another person there as a witness
who can pray with you. This is simply obedience to what
James calls us to do.

« Anointing of the Sick: We practice this as well. Our leaders
pray over the sick and anoint them.

 Holy Orders: We do have a laying on of hands and dedicated
prayer for our leadership when they're set apart for their role.
It may not look as formal or elaborate as in other traditions,
but the heart of it is the same.

» Matrimony: We do affirm marriage as a sacrament. At this
time, however, our partner churches are the ones who
perform the ceremonies themselves.

CHANNELS OF GRACE:

To end off this chapter, | want to dive deeper into a
debate surrounding the sacraments: are they only
symbolic, or do they convey God'’s grace in a real and
tangible way?

Some churches believe that the sacraments are purely
symbolic, meaning they're only acts of remembrance
and declaration. They're meaningful, but they don't
actually do anything spiritually. They're outward signs
of an inward reality that already exists, nothing more.

But in traditions like Catholicism and Orthodoxy, they
believe that the sacraments are actual channels of
God's grace, meaning that something real and spiritual
is imparted to you through the physical act itself.

| believe that the sacraments are, in fact, channels
of grace that God works through. 52



At the same time, | don't believe the sacraments are
the only channel through which God gives His grace.
God is not boxed in by any ritual or practice. He can
move however He wants.

But something real happens when you participate in
the sacraments in faith. Grace is imparted. God shows
up. Because when you come to God in obedience and
faith, He meets you there.
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CHAPTER 4

GIF TS OF
THE SPIRIT

One of the wonderful things that happens when you're
born again and walk with God is that the Holy Spirit
gives you supernatural gifts. These aren't natural-born
talents that we come up with by ourselves. They're
abilities given by God Himself for a specific purpose.

The gifts are given to help people. Some gifts are
primarily for the church (to encourage, empower,
disciple, and, when necessary, bring healthy
correction). Others extend into the world, and when
they do, they're ultimately meant to shine the light of
Jesus and draw people to Him.

Also, your gifts are tailored to your specific God-given
purpose. According to His will and wisdom, the Holy
Spirit gives different gifts to different people based on
how He designed them and what He's specifically
called them to do.

It's fine to ask God for gifts you don't currently have.
It's actually encouraged by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:1.
Just understand that it's up to God what gifts He

gives you and when. 54



And receiving a gift from the Holy Spirit is both an
honor and a responsibility. Unfortunately, what often
happens in the church is that someone has a real gift
but with bad character or a huge ego.

God might still use them in a moment because another
person needs to hear a prophetic word from God or
needs healing, but this gifted person with poor
character will eventually cause damage.

That's why I'd say the greatest gift of the Holy Spirit is
salvation itself and the character transformation that
comes with it.

The gifts are important and necessary, but even though
they can, they’re not meant to operate apart from godly
character. If we want the gifts of the Spirit to really
help people, we need to be, with God’s help, people
who actually look like Jesus.

In case you're wondering, the reason someone can
operate in their gifts apart from good character is that
the gifts are gifts (meaning they're unearned, grace-
endowmentsg. We cannot manufacture a gift; we can
only receive it and properly use it.

Finally, the last purpose of the gifts | want to talk about
is that they're meant to give God glory, reveal Jesus,
and demonstrate His Kingdom.

One of the worst things that can happen with spiritual
gifts is when so-called prophets and men of God make
everything about themselves. Their gift becomes a
platform for their own ego. They become the center of
attention. People start treating them like they're
something to be worshipped, and they let it happen
sometimes even encouraging it.



To be clear: That's not the Holy Spirit. That's
narcissism dressed up in dead religion.

When the Holy Spirit is genuinely moving in and
through someone, the result is that God gets glorified,
not the person being used. And God is not glorified by
someone putting themselves on a pedestal. He's
glorified by humility. By people loving other people the
way He does. By gifts being used to serve rather than
to inflate ego.

If a person operating in gifts makes it all about them,
their platform, or how ‘anointed’ they are, that's either a
serious character issue or a sign that what's being
called the Holy Spirit might not be Him at all.

But I'm sure that if you're reading this, you're a normal
person and nothing like what | just described. | just
wanted to lay out the purpose of the gifts before
getting into them, so that we're on the same page.

Everything I'm sharing in this chapter comes from four
passages in scripture: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, 1
Peter 4, and 1 Corinthians 14. I'd encourage you to read
through those after this chapter so you can see what
the Bible itself says directly.

But before we get into the specifics, if you're up for it,
I'd like to pray with you. Please pray this with me:

Jesus, thank You for the gifts You give to Your Church.
Please teach me what they mean through Your word.
Holy Spirit, please reveal the gifts You've given me. Help
me not to compare myself to others or to let ego creep
in. Help me to use my spiritual gifts to honor You and to
help people. May everything | do bring You glory.

In Jesus' name, amen.



POWER GIFTS:

These are the gifts that demonstrate God's power in
the most tangible and obvious ways. These are the
ones where people step back and say, “Okay,
something supernatural is clearly happening here. God
is unmistakably moving.”

1) Faith

This is different from the faith that saves you and
brings you into relationship with God.

This is something extra. It's a special, Spirit-given
confidence that rises up in specific moments for
specific purposes. It goes beyond human reasoning,
and it can produce results that are extraordinary.

A great example of this gift in church history is George
Miiller (1805-1898). Miiller was led by the Holy Spirit to
care for orphans in Bristol, England, and God
specifically told him not to fundraise or ask people for
money in the normal way.

Instead, he was to pray and trust God to put it on
people's hearts to give without being asked. Now, by
any normal human logic, that's a foolish way to run a
ministry. But because God led him to do it that way,
people gave, equivalent to millions of dollars in today's
money. Even some people who didn't believe in Jesus
felt an unexplainable compulsion to give to him. That's
the gift of faith at work.

An example of this gift in the Bible is Peter stepping
out of the boat and walking on water because
Jesus told him to in Matthew 14. 57



Nobody in their right mind steps out of a boat onto
open water in the middle of a storm, but because
Jesus said “come,” Peter went.

The gift of faith is a faith that defies human logic
because it's not rooted in a purely naturalistic
worldview; it's rooted in a trust in God to fulfill a
specific word He's promised to accomplish.

This gift tends to show up when God wants to do
something big, and He's inviting you to trust Him to
come through in a way that makes no natural sense.
It's big faith. And when it works, there's no question
that God did it.

2) Healing

The gift of healing is exactly what it sounds like: God
supernaturally restoring someone to wholeness.

This includes physical healing (sickness, injury,
blindness, conditions that doctors can't explain
suddenly being gone). But it also includes emotional
healing from trauma and wounds that have been
carried for years.

God desires to see brokenness of every kind alleviated
and to see hurting people brought into wholeness. The
gift of healing flows directly from His compassion.

This gift doesn't always operate the same way.
Sometimes healing is instant, and other times it's
gradual, where you pray for someone and over the
next day or week, they notice something shifting.

It's still God moving supernaturally, just not how

we may expect it to happen. 58



The way this gift operates can also look different from
situation to situation. Sometimes it's through directly
praying for someone, and there are situations where
God moves in unique ways; for example, in the Bible,
handkerchiefs that had been touched by Paul healed
the sick, and Peter's shadow would heal people.

3) Miracles

This is closely related to healing but distinct from it.
While healing focuses on restoration of a person's
body, emotions, or spirit, miracles are supernatural
acts where God breaks into our natural realm and does
something that simply cannot be explained within a
purely naturalistic framework.

Miracles are things that physics cannot account for.
That science can't explain. It's God demonstrating that
He is the Lord and Ground of Reality over His creation.

In the Bible, miracles tend to accompany the preaching
of the gospel or moments where God is confirming His
word and demonstrating His authority.

Some examples of miracles are: Jesus multiplying a
small amount of food to feed thousands, Him calming
a storm with a word, Moses parting the Red Sea, and
people being raised from the dead (Mark 6:41, Acts
20:9-12, Exodus 14, Mark 4:39).

Technically, healing falls under the category of
miracles, but the reason they're listed separately is that
the working of miracles tends to refer to things that are
even more spectacular, so to speak. Miracles are very
hard to brush off as a coincidence. Miracles are the
moments when God really reveals Himself. 59



Here's a modern-day miracle story [linked)].

REVELATION GIFTS:

These are part of how the Holy Spirit gives insight
directly from God today. These gifts are where He
reveals things that cannot be known naturally or
figured out on your own, from one person to another.

In them, God's heart, mind, and perspective are given
for specific circumstances. In other words, these gifts
are essentially part of how God communicates today.

1) Prophecy

This is the ability to speak a message from God

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The primary
purpose of prophecy is to encourage, help, and comfort
people. It's not meant to make someone feel like
garbage, or to be a tool for controlling people, or

to make the person prophesying the center of

attention (1 Corinthians 14:3).

At times, prophecy does include correction or even a
word of judgment. But when God does that, it's still
healthy. It might be a hard word, but His heart is still in
it (meaning that His desire to see mercy shown to the
person, to see them turn back to Him, is still shown).

There's a huge difference between a friend saying
something difficult and someone just tearing you
down. The heart behind it is completely different.

Prophecy can sometimes include revealing future
events, but that's actually not the most common
expression of it. 60
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More often, prophecy looks like God revealing His
heart for someone, speaking the truth they need to
hear, confirming His will for their life, or revealing their
assignment/purpose.

Being real, this gift probably gets misused more than
any other, so | want to give you some practical
guidelines because the Bible itself tells us not to
despise prophecy but to test it (1 Thessalonians
5:20-21).

Sometimes someone prophesying is simply not
hearing from God. They might be hearing from another
spirit entirely. Other times, they genuinely are hearing
from God, but they communicate it unclearly or
misunderstand the meaning of what God said.

For example, someone might receive a vision of a
flower that means one thing but communicates
something completely different because they're
immature in their walk with God and don't know how
to interpret what they're receiving properly.

So how do you test prophecy? Here are a few ways:

 Always test the word o Write it down. When
against scripture (in its someone speaks a word over
proper context). If a me, | write it down, pray over
prophetic word it, and sit with it. I think it
contradicts the Bible, through rather than just
it's not from God. immediately accepting it.
 Bring it to people you  « Ask yourself: Is this word
trust who actually random? Because it's very
hear God's voice. Ask rare that God brings
them: Does this seem something up completely
like it's from God? out of left field to someone.
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Practically speaking, what | normally find after testing
a word is that the person did hear from God, but then
communicated things unclearly or missed the
meaning. The Holy Spirit fills that in for me.

By the way, what | just described is a picture of what
the Bible means when it says “Hold onto what is good”
when it comes to prophecy. I'm removing what's not of
God and holding onto what is of Him.

Of course, sometimes | have to completely throw out a
word altogether because it's clearly not from God.

The next two gifts we'll go through are closely related
to prophecy (they're ways prophecy can operate), but
they're still distinct in the Bible, which is why I'm
explaining them separately.

2) Words of Wisdom

This is the Holy Spirit giving supernatural advice. It's
God's wisdom being given for a specific situation so
that you know exactly what to do or say.

Jesus operated in this gift when religious leaders were
trying to trap Him in His words. Every time they set a
verbal trap, He responded with such wisdom that they
couldn't catch Him. That wisdom was the Holy Spirit
giving Him exactly what was needed for that moment.

In a more everyday context, this gift might look like
someone giving a business owner a word about their
business (for example, warning that someone on their
team isn't trustworthy, or direction about which
markets to pursue). 62



This gift can show up in counseling situations,
leadership decisions, conflict resolution, and other
circumstances. It's God providing practical, specific
direction that is genuinely wise and helpful. This gift is
very practical and very timely.

3) Words of Knowledge

While a word of wisdom gives direction for a situation,
a word of knowledge gives supernatural information
about a person, place, or situation that otherwise
couldn’t be known. It's the Holy Spirit revealing specific
facts or details that you can't find out on your own.

I've seen this gift operate before. One time, | saw
someone give a word to a person that was so specific
it named what that person was doing the previous day;
the person named the exact time, the exact place, and
what that person was doing and what they were
thinking in that moment.

And it wasn't shared to embarrass or expose that
person; it was shared to show them that God sees
them, that He's real, that He knows them personally,
and loves them.

VOCAL GIFTS:

These are gifts of speech inspired by the Holy Spirit.
They're ways that God speaks to His people and
through His people. The purpose is straightforward:

to build up the church, communicate God's heart
through human voices yielded to His Spirit, and

even have the Holy Spirit intercede for you. 63



1) Gift of Tongues

This is the supernatural ability to speak in a language
you have never learned. It shows up in two main ways:

First, as a private prayer language. Some believers
experience a personal spiritual language they use in
prayer. It's a way of communicating with God that goes
beyond the limits of human vocabulary. This is
something between you and God.

Second, a public message in tongues. This is where
someone speaks in another language in a group
setting. In the Bible, these were sometimes spoken in
known human languages, and other times it was a
heavenly language.

2) Interpretation of Tongues

This is the ability to communicate the meaning of a
message spoken in tongues. This is meant to help and
inspire those present to hear the meaning of the
message.

Paul gives practical guidance on this in 1 Corinthians
14:27-28: it someone speaks in tongues publicly, there
should be an interpretation; otherwise, they should
remain silent. The same Spirit who gives the utterance
provides the meaning. The goal is always that everyone
in the room is built up, not just the person speaking.

As you can see, these two gifts work together. Tongues
without interpretation in a public setting leave people
confused. Interpretation brings clarity, unity, and
encouragement to the whole room. 64



OTHER GIFTS:

The Holy Spirit is not limited. Beyond the gifts we've
already covered, there are many others God gives to
strengthen His church and reveal His heart.

And here's something important to understand about
all of these: every one of them is supernatural in
nature, even though they might look ordinary. When
the Holy Spirit empowers someone to serve, teach, or
create, that work becomes something holy. We need
to recognize that God is the source of it.

1) Helps

This is the gift of helping and serving others in
practical ways. People with this gift tend to be the ones
quietly setting up, cleaning, organizing, preparing, and
caring for the needs that everyone else overlooks.

This gift is humility in action, and it reveals the heart of
Jesus more than people realize.

2) Administration

This is the ability to organize, plan, and lead with God's
wisdom so that the work of the kingdom actually
moves forward effectively.

People with this gift bring order and structure. They're
Spirit-filled strategists who look at a chaotic situation
and know how to bring clarity and health to it.

Ministries don't function without people like this. g5



3) Teaching

This is the Spirit-given ability to explain and apply
God's word in a way that connects the dots for people.

Not everyone who knows the Bible can teach
effectively. This gift is the ability to make truth land, to
explain things in a way that people walk away saying,
“I finally understand what the Bible is saying!” When
this gift is operating, the word of God sticks and
changes lives.

4) Exhortation

This is the ability to encourage, strengthen, and inspire
others. People with this gift have a way of seeing
potential in people. They're the ones who come
alongside people who are discouraged and remind
them of who they are in Christ.

5) Leadership

This is the ability to guide and oversee others with
diligence, wisdom, and love. By the way, leadership in
God's Kingdom doesn't look like domination or control.
It looks like servanthood.

Leaders with this gift are able to hear God's direction,
cast vision, and bring people together to accomplish
something they couldn't do alone. True leadership like
this flows from intimacy with God and genuine
compassion for people. 66



6) Mercy

This is more than our own empathy. It's a Spirit-
empowered capacity to show compassion and
kindness to those who are suffering, broken, or
marginalized. People with this gift feel the pain of
others deeply and respond with love in action.

7) Artistry

The gift of artistry allows believers to express God's
truth and beauty through creativity (in painting, design,
music, media, dance, storytelling, craftsmanship, and
more). Art can become prophecy in color, sound, and
movement.

Through this gift, heaven's beauty breaks into the earth
and awakens hearts to the wonder of God in ways that
words alone sometimes can't reach.

8) Intercession

This isn't just praying. It's the ability to pray with deep
persistence and spiritual authority on behalf of others.

Intercessors feel the weight of God's heart for a person
or situation, and they stay in prayer until something
happens. Intercessors are partnering with God to shift
circumﬁtances, release healing, and bring heaven's will
to earth.

While we're all called to intercede and pray for
others, people with this gift do so more often
under the leading of the Holy Spirit. 67



9) Hospitality

This is the ability to make others feel genuinely
welcome, safe, and valued.

People with this gift carry a warmth that reflects God's
heart. They create spaces where people encounter the
love of Jesus without judgment or pressure. This gift
can turn a home into a place of healing.

10) Celibacy

This is a special grace given to some believers to
remain single for life so they can devote themselves
fully to God and His work without the responsibilities
that come with marriage and family. Celibacy is a gift,
not a curse (1 Corinthians 7).

11) Worship Leading

This is the ability to lead others into the tangible
presence of God through music, voice, or
instrumentation. Those with this gift can create an
atmosphere where the Holy Spirit can move freely.
When this gift is used rightly, it doesn't draw attention
to the worship leader. It draws people into an
encounter with God.

12) Seer

The ability to receive revelation from God visually
through dreams/visions and encounters with God

or angels. This gift is meant to inspire the church,
bring prophetic direction, and reveal the heart of
Jesus and His Kingdom. 8



Beyond These Gifts:

The Holy Spirit's creativity has no ceiling, and He is not
limited to what I'm sharing in this short book. If He
wants to, God might choose to release new

spiritual gifts that are tailored for our modern culture.

But whatever gift or gifts God entrusts to you, the

purpose is always the same: to glorify Jesus, to help
others, and to reveal the Kingdom of God on earth.
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CONCLUSION

OUTRO

I'm glad | made it to the end of this volume! This is the
first of four books in The Basics series, which is part of
our larger Foundations Discipleship Collection.

Please use this book as a launching pad. Go read
scholars. Dig into scripture yourself. If this book has
done its job, you should now know enough to know
what to go study next.

One of the biggest reasons dead religion exists in the
church today is that Christians hear many sermons
each week but never actually learn what they believe.
They outsource their faith to whoever is behind the
pulpit. | don't want that for you. | want everyone in The
Holy Spirit Movement to actually know their Bible and
to know exactly why they believe what they believe.

With that said, I've also put together a YouTube playlist
with videos covering some of the debates around
salvation that we discussed in this book. In sharing
these, | don't necessarily agree with everything the
speakers believe in. Also, the speakers disagree

with one another. Here's the link.

Lastly, here are some discussion questions: 70
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Before reading this, how did you think about sin? Has your
understanding changed, and if so, how?

Where do you see the effects of sin most clearly in the
world around you? Where do you see it most clearly in
your own life?

Before reading this, what did you think repentance meant?
How has your understanding grown?

What does it mean to you personally that God isn't just
improving you but making you into someone new through
regeneration?

How does justification affect the way you relate to God on
days when you feel like you've failed?

Of the debates about salvation covered in this book, which
one do you find most challenging and why?

Which of the gifts covered in this chapter do you feel most
drawn to or sense might be active in your life? Why?
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	“Jesus saved you for a purpose.”
	CONTENTS
	INTRO
	Hey there, welcome! I’m really glad you’re here.
	This is Volume One of The Basics. These small books are designed to help you grow deeper in your faith and get a solid grip on the core doctrines of Christianity.
	We don’t just want to give you one perspective; we also want to make you aware of other common viewpoints so you’re not caught off guard or confused when you hear them later on.
	In this first book, we’re focusing on the core doctrines surrounding salvation. We’ll start by looking at what sin is and what salvation really means, then move into some of what comes after, like the sacraments
	and the gifts of the Spirit.
	Even though you can read this alone, it’s better to discuss it with a partner if you’re able. Also, please take your time and ensure that you understand the concepts presented here.
	With that said, let’s jump in!

	WHAT IS SIN?
	To understand what salvation is, we first have to understand what God is saving us from. And that is sin, and all the consequences that come with it.
	Now, when we hear the word 'sin' in church or around Christian circles, it often just sounds like a list of rules: 'Do this, don’t do that.' And while there is definitely a legal aspect to sin, and rules do matter, that’s not what sin is at its core.
	The word 'sin' is similar to an archery term. Sin is like shooting an arrow and missing the target. At its heart, sin means that God designed us to live a certain way, and we are operating outside of that design.
	Let me give you a picture: Imagine you built a robot whose only purpose was to clean your house. That’s what it was made for. But instead, it spends all its time trying to dance and never cleans anything. It’s not doing what it was designed to do.
	That’s a picture of what sin is. Sin is failing to be,
	think, and do what we’re designed to.

	Now, we aren’t robots. We’re human beings, made in God’s image. That means we’re created to be relational like He is, to reflect His character, to walk in His morality, and to be like Him in the way we live. But unfortunately, humanity has fallen. Every single one of us has sinned.
	And sin has real consequences. First, it breaks our relationship with God.
	Originally, we were designed to walk in perfect relationship with Him, constantly talking with Him, constantly aware of His presence. But now we live in a broken world where that’s not our normal experience.
	Second, sin also corrupts. All sin and evil is ultimately a twisting or corruption of something good.
	Finally, the Bible says this: “The wages of sin is death.”
	Because of sin, we die spiritually, and one day we will die physically too.
	You see, we’re designed to know God, obey Him, and be like Him. But when we sin, we walk in a lesser version of who God designed us to be; someone spiritually dead who is separated from God, walking in a self-made purpose rather than God’s purpose.
	I want to talk about the different kinds of sin and God’s morality that we see in the Bible.
	Here’s something important to understand: all of these things aren’t just pointing out what we’re doing wrong or giving us a bunch of rules. The rules are there to keep us from what’s wrong, but they’re always meant
	to lead us back to the original thing, which is God’s original and beautiful design.
	God’s design isn’t boring. It’s not restrictive or bad. It’s a holy design, and it’s good. When we walk in the purpose He originally intended for our thinking, our actions, and every part of our lives, we end up living in something far better than any self-made morality or purpose we could come up with on our own.

	DIFFERENT KINDS OF SIN:
	I'm not going to go through every single sin in the Bible, but I am going to explain some of the major ones. And if you want to read these for yourselves, I'm getting these from Galatians chapter 5 and Exodus chapter 20:
	As you can see, the Bible reveals lots of different kinds of sin. And as you grow in your faith and read the scriptures, the Holy Spirit will convict you of specific sins in your life and help you walk in His ways.
	Even though there are so many different sins, Jesus summarized every single moral command (everything God wants from us) in this way: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.”
	He’s saying that every sin, and everything God calls us to do, ultimately comes down to properly loving God, loving people, and loving ourselves.
	When someone is operating in sin, they’re failing to love. And by the way, love means to treat someone or something according to their proper value and worth. It’s choosing to treat people as worthy, to recognize the worth they already have from God.

	THE FLESH:
	In the Bible, you’ll often see the word 'flesh' used. Sometimes it just means our physical body, but in many other places it’s talking about something
	much deeper.

	Sometimes the word ‘flesh’ refers to the inner power of sin, which is a corrupted nature living inside us.
	You see, even though, according to 1 John 3:4-5, sin is “transgression of the law,” it’s more than that. It’s a corruption of our very being. I like to think of it like a sickness. When you catch a cold, your whole body reacts. Similarly, sin affects our whole being.
	The ‘flesh’ is a description of how sin operates within us, influencing our thoughts, desires, and actions. It’s like a real force inside us that pulls us to live in ways that are contrary to God’s original design.
	This fleshly nature is the result of the fall of humanity, which is recorded in the book of Genesis. It’s like a genetic trait that we inherit from our ancestors.
	Within Western branches of Christianity (Catholicism and Protestantism), this is explained through the doctrine of original sin. This teaches that every person is born with a sinful nature and is immediately guilty of sin, deserving Hell right from birth.
	I don’t hold to that view. Instead, I align more with what the Eastern Church (Orthodoxy) teaches, called ancestral sin. This teaches that every person is born with a sinful nature, but they’re not born instantly guilty and deserving of Hell.
	In this view, because of the fleshly nature, when a person reaches the age where they can make conscious moral choices and choose sin, that’s when they become guilty. More simply put: every person is born with this fleshly nature. But we’re not guilty just for being born. We’re guilty when we personally
	choose sin.
	SEARED CONSCIENCE:
	Here's the thing: if God is God, meaning He is the Source and Foundation of all that is good and moral, and is our Creator and Judge whom we will all answer to, then doesn't He have the right to tell us what's good and what's evil?
	It's not our feelings or worldview that determine truth or morality. It's God. He is the One with the ability and right to tell us what we can and can't do.
	When we don't agree with God's definition of sin or morality, it's not because He's wrong. It's because
	our conscience is seared in that area. And if it's
	seared, we need to choose to submit to God's truth, even when we don't feel like it, because through
	reason and the fact that He exists, we know that
	He's right on account of being God.
	But here's the hope: this doesn’t have to be permanent. When we come to Jesus and ask for help, He can cleanse our conscience. So even when it’s been numbed, it can be un-numbed (Hebrews 9:14).
	I say all of this because the message of salvation, which we’ll cover in the next chapter, requires the
	right God, and having the right God also means having His morality. If we have a version of Jesus
	that doesn’t have His morality, that’s not the
	real Jesus who offers us true salvation.
	To close this chapter, I want to leave you with a verse that shows that every single human being is in the same boat when it comes to sin, and that’s why all of us need to hear the good news of salvation:
	CHAPTER 2

	SALVATION
	You’d think the doctrine of salvation would be straightforward, especially since it’s the heart of the Christian faith. But unfortunately, a lot of sincere followers of Jesus disagree on the ins and outs of how it actually works. Protestants, Orthodox, Catholics, and others each emphasize different facets, and those differences can feel confusing at times.
	So I want to explain my view, which is a synthesis of Protestant and Eastern Orthodox perspectives. I don’t see them as fundamentally opposed to each other; instead, I see the truths emphasized in Protestantism fitting beautifully within the broader, richer framework of the Orthodox Church.
	To understand salvation, let’s look at what we need to be saved from:

	As you see, the picture that scripture paints is bleak. We’re spiritually dead and sick, slaves to sin, and under God’s judgment.
	This is why Jesus came. God the Father, out of His love, sent His Son (the Word of God) into the world to save it from sin, death, and corruption.
	And we’ll get into this in later books, but in Christian theology, the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit aren’t 3 separate gods. They are 3 persons yet 1 God. So, in what I’m sharing, understand that I’m talking about God (the Son) coming into the world.
	Jesus was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. God the Son incarnated, meaning that He became man. Jesus is 100% God and 100% man.
	By doing this, God the Son united Himself with humanity. He lived a perfect life in obedience to the Father, then willingly went to the cross to suffer and die on behalf of humanity. And on the cross, Jesus accomplished something beautiful and multifaceted:
	He bore our sins and appeased God's wrath, turning it away from those who are saved (1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 3:25, 1 John 4:10, Romans 5:1).
	Jesus rose from the dead, defeating death itself. Through His death and resurrection, He defeated Satan and all spiritual powers of evil. Through His suffering, those who are saved are forgiven and restored to a relationship with God (Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 Corinthians 15:54-57, Colossians 2:15, 1 Peter 2:24).

	The best part about all of this is that Jesus didn’t just die; He was resurrected! This reveals that He has defeated both sin and death. Because of this, Jesus is now ruling and reigning as King.
	You may be wondering, “If Jesus has already defeated evil, then why is the world still so messed up?”
	The answer comes down to this phrase: “already, but not yet,” meaning that Jesus really has conquered sin, death, and evil. However, the full results of His victory haven’t been fully revealed yet in the world, which is why evil still exists and suffering continues.
	The reason for this is that history is not finished yet. God has a plan that is still unfolding. In the future, He intends for Jesus Christ to return to fully establish His kingdom in its final, complete form. I don’t know why He’s decided to do things this way; it’s a mystery.
	Anyway, because of who Jesus is and what He did on the cross, when we repent and trust Him to forgive us of our sin, we’ll be saved. Now, I want to explain what ‘repent’ means. We can understand the meaning of it when we look at how it’s used in Greek and Hebrew:
	Together, these words describe a decision to change the entire course of your life. It means changing your mind about what sin is and recognizing that you need God to save you from it because you cannot make yourself right with Him on your own.
	Think of it this way: there’s a filthy person who needs to shower. How odd would it be to tell that person that they need to clean themselves up before showering? Or even worse, to tell them they don’t stink and don’t need to shower at all?
	It’s simple: if they’re filthy, they need to get in the shower. What Jesus did on the cross is that shower. Therefore, repentance is acknowledging that we need to be forgiven and cleansed from our sin, and so we come to Jesus to do that for us.
	Repentance is changing your mind about sin and coming to Jesus because you know you need to be saved from it (from the wrath of God, but also from spiritual death and the fleshly nature). We can't fix these ourselves. That's why we come to Him.

	BORN AGAIN:
	When you repent and believe the gospel, you are born again. Just as you were born physically into this world, there is a second birth that is spiritual.
	This new birth is when you are born into God's family and become a citizen of His Kingdom.
	Being born again means that God takes someone who is spiritually dead and resurrects them spiritually to life. In doing so, His Holy Spirit comes to live inside you, and now you can
	connect with God.

	GROWTH:
	There's a difference between what is already true about you and what is still being worked out in your daily life.
	Being born again means the Holy Spirit now lives inside you, and God has justified you (declared you righteous despite your behavior because of what Jesus did on the cross). But God has chosen to progressively flesh out that reality in your life over time, by His Spirit.
	Over time, the Holy Spirit causes us to become who we truly are (the person who exists connected to God through Jesus Christ).
	You see, there are two versions of us. There's the person separated from God (spiritually dead, living without Him). And then there's the person connected to God (born again, with a new identity, new purpose, and new values). The born-again version is who you actually are now. And progressively, God works to make that a reality in how you actually live.
	To bring back the analogy, the human who was once an orc still has to deal with lingering orc tendencies and mindsets. That takes time.
	But the good news is there's a helper: the Holy Spirit. He helps you work through those old tendencies and ways of thinking, and begins shaping you to think and live like the human you now actually are.
	God’s work in our lives of growth is all about
	making us look like and reflect Jesus.
	Something cool I want to mention about that scripture is that Jesus, even though He is God, is also called our older brother. That changes how we relate to Him!
	Anyway, being transformed to look like Jesus doesn't mean we all become uniform or identical. It means we take on His character (His patience, His morality, His love, His truth, etc.). But here's what's wonderful: each of us gets to reflect Jesus uniquely. The way I image God will look different from the way you do.
	Every born-again person is being transformed to look like Jesus, but through a unique personality, unique giftings, and a unique purpose, because God created each person as a distinct individual. We're all reflecting the same God. Just each in our own way, according to God’s will and design for us.

	So what does this look like practically?
	Over time, the Holy Spirit works in us through various means. And one of the things He does is convict us of sin. Not in a condemning way, but in a fatherly way.
	He'll say, “Hey son/daughter, you've got a gossiping problem. That's not good. Here's how it hurts people. Here's how it grieves My heart. I want you to change.” But what’s awesome about this is that He doesn't just point out the problem and leave us to figure it out. He helps us.
	This verse and its context reveal that God gives us Himself (His energy, character, and holiness) so
	that we can become like Him and walk in His ways.

	I’m not saying we become God; what I’m saying is that God gives us what we need to live like Him.
	On a day-to-day basis, you still have to choose to deny temptation. You have to pursue wisdom. You have to do the work. But you're not doing it alone.
	The Holy Spirit is supplying the wisdom, the strength, and the character from within you. Over time, God literally heals and transforms you by His Spirit, and you’ll find yourself walking in ways you simply couldn't on your own.
	This is also true when it comes to purpose. Every believer has one. For some, it looks like pastoral ministry or church work. For others, it's business, education, the arts, or some other space entirely.
	But whatever the context, the calling is always the same at its core: to spread the light of Jesus, to evangelize, to make disciples. And just like with character, God doesn't just tell you your purpose and wish you luck. He reveals it, empowers you for it, and sends you at the right time.
	One more thing: we don't grow alone. We grow in community. When you're born again, you become part of a new family, the Church. And the Church was never meant to be mainly an institution.
	The original word is ekklesia, a Greek word meaning the called-out ones, an assembly of people called out for a purpose. In the early church, the people met in homes. The church was those who, through Jesus, had
	become family.  They gathered together, helped
	one another with wisdom and resources, and
	by the Holy Spirit, walked together toward God.
	TERMINOLOGY:
	1) Atonement

	2) Justification
	3) Regeneration
	4) Adoption
	5) Sanctification
	This is the lifelong process of God progressively making you into who you already are in Christ.

	6) Theosis
	This term comes from Eastern Orthodox Christianity. Its meaning is explained by this early church father:
	Now, before you dismiss this as heresy, he doesn't mean we literally become God or merge into God and lose ourselves. What he means is that through Jesus, humanity is invited into the very life of God Himself. In other words, God gives us His character, holiness, wisdom, etc. We become like Him by grace.
	In Orthodox thought, there’s a distinction between God’s essence and energies. His essence is who He is in Himself (beyond us, unapproachable). But His energies are how He expresses Himself outwardly.
	Theosis teaches that we participate in His energies. That means we don’t just get forgiven; we actually
	get drawn into the life of the Godhead, into the love, glory, and communion that the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit share with one another.
	The concept of theosis is rooted in 2 Peter 1:4 and in John 17. In John, Jesus prays that believers would be one with Him and the Father, the same way that
	He and the Father are one.

	7) Fruit of the Spirit
	8) Baptism of the Holy Spirit
	9) Infilling of the Spirit
	10) Glorification
	DEBATES:
	1) Can You Lose Your Salvation?

	My point is that the true believer who wanders doesn't just get abandoned. Instead, God comes after them. Think of the parable of the lost sheep. The shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to go find the one who wandered. That’s who God is toward His children.
	So when I say I hold to OSAS, I'm saying it in the context of a living God who holds onto His children, disciplines them, pursues them, and is faithful to complete what He started in them.
	This also means that if someone walks away from the faith and never returns, never shows any fruit, never demonstrates any real transformation, the biblical category for that isn't someone who lost their salvation. Rather, it’s someone who was never
	saved to begin with.
	John addresses this in 1 John 2:19 (ESV), where he says, “they went out from us, but they were not of us, for if they had been of us they would have remained with us.” In other words, a true departure may reveal that genuine salvation was never there to begin with.
	Again, my caveat to this is that if a person who leaves belongs to God, He’ll go get them eventually. Also, if someone is living in sin with no repentance, yet is born again, God will discipline them and do whatever is needed to align them with His will.
	Now, there are sincere Christians who believe
	that you can lose your salvation.
	Here are the main passages they point to:
	If you’d like to study this or other debates further, I’ll provide further resources at the end of this short book for you to study.

	2) Are we saved by faith alone, or do works play a role?
	This debate is trying to answer what genuine saving faith really looks like. It’s asking these questions: Does it produce works? If we don’t submit to and obey Jesus as Lord, are we really saved? Or can we just believe intellectually, and that’s enough?
	On one hand, scripture seems to teach that we don’t earn our salvation through our religious effort. Instead, it’s a gift. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “it’s by grace that you have been saved through faith, and this isn’t your
	own doing; it’s the gift of God, not a result of
	works so that no one can boast.”

	But on the other hand, there’s scripture like James 2:17 that says, “Faith without works is dead,” and others that teach about works being a part of true faith, meaning that Jesus requires more than us intellectually assenting to facts about Him.
	One side of this debate is called Lordship Salvation. This position says that genuine saving faith always involves submitting to Jesus as Lord, not just Savior. A faith that produces zero change, zero fruit, and no desire to follow God is most likely not real saving faith at all.
	The other side is called Easy Believism. This position says that all you need to do is believe and trust in Jesus, and no matter what follows in your life, you're saved and going to heaven.
	Personally, I don't feel like I fully land in either camp, so let me share where I actually stand. I'd call my position Relational Salvation.
	Here's what I mean: When we are born again, God becomes our Father. And the key thing to understand is that he's a living Father, not a distant, passive one. He's actively involved in your life.
	Could you start as a born-again believer and
	still be living a messy, sinful, barely recognizable
	as a Christian life? Yes. Absolutely.
	But here's the thing: because God is your Father and you are genuinely His child, He is not going to just leave you there. At some point, He is going to move in your life in whatever way is needed.
	So yes, normatively, a true believer will come to treat Jesus properly as Lord, not because they perfectly performed their way there, but because a living God pursued them there. It's not about your consistency. It's about His.
	This also means that someone can be genuinely saved and still live a sinful season of life or even walk away. The caveat I have is that God won’t leave you there forever. I also believe that He will at times take people out of this life to keep those who belong to Him from permanently falling away.
	The difference between this and easy believism is that I'm not saying sin has no consequences or that it doesn’t matter. And the difference between this and the lordship salvation framework is that I'm not making perfect submission to Jesus as the measuring stick of whether someone is saved.
	I'm saying that genuine salvation means you have a good Father who will do what good fathers do: love you, discipline you, and pursue you.
	What I look for to know if someone is saved is
	whether they have a real relationship with God.
	And secondarily, I look at their life over time: does that relationship produce fruit? In saying this, I’m not looking for perfection, just evidence that there’s something real and living there.
	Even though it may take time and even if there are seasons when the person isn’t following God as they should, a branch that’s connected to the Vine will eventually bear fruit at some point.

	3) Can You Be Saved Without Hearing the Gospel?
	This is a question I’ve wrestled with quite a bit. Like, is God really going to condemn people who never got a chance to hear the gospel? That seems unfair.
	Here are the three main positions on this:
	First, we could be wrong. I hold to inclusivism with humility, not certainty. And if there's any possibility that exclusivism is true, then the stakes are too high to be casual about this.
	Second, and more importantly, God has commanded us to go evangelize and make disciples. Obedience to God doesn't hinge on us having every question about this figured out. We go because Jesus said, "Go.”
	The danger with inclusivism is that it can make some of us spiritually lazy with an attitude of, “Well... they'll probably be okay and go to Heaven anyway.” This can kill urgency and dim the fire for evangelism.
	So yes, I believe God is bigger than our reach. But I also believe he's given us a mission to take seriously.

	WHY THE CROSS?
	Even though it’s the core of Christianity, the message of the cross can seem absurd. I mean, is God bloodthirsty? Why was any of this necessary in the first place? And if God set the rules for the universe, couldn’t He have created a better system that didn’t require His own death?
	But just because something seems odd to us
	doesn’t mean it’s not true.

	But regardless, it seems there is power and truth behind this message.
	Revelation 13:8 (NKJV) calls Jesus the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world,” signifying that the cross wasn’t an afterthought when God created the universe; it was always the plan.
	I’d say this was based on His foreknowledge, knowing what would happen if He created a world like ours, where human beings have free will; this free will allows us to choose God or not, to love or to not love Him.
	I think part of why God made this world where the cross is necessary is to allow for free creatures to freely choose Him. He didn’t want robots.
	But also, the scriptures teach that all things, including us, were created through Jesus and for Him (Colossians 1:16). This means the entire universe
	isn’t about us; it’s about Jesus Christ, the Lamb
	who was slain.
	So, the creation story, and via God’s foreknowledge (not direct causation), the fall of humanity, all of world history and all of the history of God’s people, and finally, the cross, all point to Jesus. It’s about glorifying and revealing who He is.
	In simple words: part of the reason the cross is a
	thing at all is to reveal Jesus’ character to us. It’s
	an eternal message of who He is.
	It reveals the weight, fierceness, and steadiness of His love. It reveals the lengths God will go to to save those who don’t deserve it.
	Through it, we're shown that the almighty, transcendent, and holy God is also love. He’s the God who, in all rights of who He is, doesn’t have to do anything for us, yet because He is love, He became a man to save humanity from its sin.
	This life is God’s storybook, revealing who He is and the lengths He’ll go to redeem a corrupt creation, while also purchasing and forming children for Himself from this reality, who, through it and God’s work, are each unique individuals that otherwise wouldn’t have existed. You and I, as we are, and as we will be, are only so because He created us in this reality and redeemed us in it.
	Now, what about God being bloodthirsty? Well, I’d say that’s a misrepresentation of a couple of things.
	First, the cross isn’t God the Father being set against God the Son, as if there were two separate Gods where one appeases their wrath on the other.
	Instead, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are One God, yet Three Persons (I’ll explain the Trinity more in depth in the 3rd Volume of this series), made a plan from eternity past before they made creation, knowing what would come because of free will, to redeem the creation rather than just destroy it.
	God the Son (Jesus Christ) came willingly, according
	to the plan of the Godhead to pay for sin.
	So, it’s not just a regular human, nor is it God the Father versus God the Son; it’s the Godhead out of
	love, sending God (the Son) to deal with sin on humanity's behalf.
	Second, the sacrificial system of the Old Testament wasn’t about God craving blood for its own sake. The whole system communicated truth about who God is and who we are.
	God’s people, the ancient Israelites, were taught through the sacrifices that approaching a holy God is a serious thing that can’t be casual. The sacrifices taught that a relationship with God is so valuable that restoring it costs the worst thing a living creature can go through: death itself. This is because the wages of sin is death, and life is found in the blood (Romans 6:23, Leviticus 17:11).
	Yeah. I know that’s heavy. And just so you know, many of the sacrifices were eaten afterwards. It’s like us eating animals, except these were offered to God in a ritualistic way.
	The New Testament book of Hebrews tells us that the blood of animals could never finally take away sins, and that the whole sacrificial system was instituted to deal with sin on a situational basis while pointing forward to the real thing, which is Jesus.
	So to recap, the cross exists because:
	Christians have always agreed that Jesus’ death and resurrection restore us to a relationship with God. But there’s disagreement about how that happens.
	What I’ll present are multiple views, with mine presented last:
	1) Moral Influence
	2) Christus Victor
	3) Satisfaction
	4) Penal Substitution
	5) Recapitulation
	6) Ransom Theory
	The cost (Christ’s blood) purchases us from God’s justice and also from the domain of the kingdom
	of darkness, which God once gave us over to
	because of sin.

	7) My Synthesis
	For me, I believe that each of these is a different aspect of what the cross accomplished. I don’t believe it’s only Christus Victor or Penal Substitution or another view; I believe that the work of Christ is
	multifaceted.
	This is a normal way of viewing the work of Christ as well and is common amongst those who argue for one specific view. Usually, there’s an emphasis on one while also believing in some of the others.
	The above verse contains both Penal Substitution and Christus Victor. My point in sharing it is that these different views aren’t rivals; they're different sides of the same reality of the atonement.
	Jesus Christ died and was resurrected to bear our sin and the wrath of God in our place and give us His righteousness, to defeat sin, death, and the powers of darkness, to satisfy God’s justice and purchase us from the domain of darkness, to redeem and heal us from sin and its effects, and restore us into a
	relationship with God.

	The cross is amazing news for us, revealing God’s love for us, as well as revealing His glory to us.
	I hope my answer to the “why” behind the cross has answered some of your intellectual questions. Of course, it won’t satisfy every emotional problem that comes with this. I still struggle with the “why” behind this world, sin, evil, and the cross, but I still trust the Lord because He is who He says He is.
	THE SACRAMENTS
	In this chapter and the next, I want to talk about some of the ways you can participate and operate as a born-again believer. This chapter covers the sacraments.
	A sacrament is a visible, physical action or sign that conveys an invisible spiritual reality. In other words, it's something you do physically that is simultaneously doing something spiritually.
	Now, the sacraments are also heavily debated in Christianity. Different traditions disagree about what they are, how many there are, and what exactly they do.
	We'll start with the two sacraments that are recognized across all major branches of Christianity: baptism and communion (also called the Eucharist). These two are the most clearly instituted by Jesus Himself in scripture and are practiced in some form by virtually every genuine Christian tradition.
	After that, we'll look at the other five sacraments recognized by certain branches of Christianity,
	what they mean, and where they come from.

	BAPTISM:
	My view is that baptism is something that happens because you're saved, not in order to be saved.
	It's an act of obedience that’s significant and grace-filled. It's you responding to what God has already done in you and publicly declaring it.
	And I do believe that in certain moments, when someone is baptized, God meets them there in a fresh way. This may look like a further infilling of the Holy Spirit, a tangible encounter with God.
	This isn’t because the water does something magical, but because God honors obedience and shows up in the midst of it according to His will.
	When it comes to the mode of baptism (in other words, how it's actually done), there are a few different practices across Christianity.
	Some traditions sprinkle water on the head. Some do a single full immersion. And some, like the Eastern Orthodox Church, do a triple full immersion, immersing the person three times in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
	Personally, I hold to the triple immersion as the most historically rooted practice. But I also think that the other modes are valid in God's eyes.
	At the end of the day, it's a matter of faith and intention. And practically speaking, some people simply cannot be fully immersed for physical reasons. I'm not going to tell someone bedridden that they need to be dunked in water. That’s not right. God looks at
	the heart, and I trust Him to honor the act of
	obedience regardless of the mode.
	They argue that just like how children born into God's covenant people in the Old Testament were included in the community of faith from birth, infant baptism serves as the marker of a child's inclusion into the New Covenant community of God's people.
	In infant baptism, the parents are essentially saying we are raising this child in the faith and presenting them to God. Because some traditions believe baptism saves you, they naturally want their children to be baptized as soon as possible.
	I don't hold to infant baptism because baptism in the New Testament is consistently done to those who have made a personal decision of faith in Christ. An infant can't make that declaration.
	What I'd say to parents who want to dedicate their children to God is that there's a beautiful practice in many Protestant churches called baby dedication. This is where parents publicly commit to raising their child in the faith, and the church commits to walking alongside them.

	How We Do Baptism at The Holy Spirit Movement:
	Let me be upfront: We don’t baptize people instantly. And I know some of you reading this are thinking,
	“Isn’t that unbiblical? Didn’t the early church
	baptize people right away?”

	I used to hold to immediate baptism for those reasons. But when I studied church history more carefully, I realized something important: The people being baptized immediately in the early church were largely Jewish or already deeply familiar with the God of the Bible. They understood the significance of what they were doing.
	But over time, as Christianity spread, something started happening: People were coming in, getting baptized, but many of them didn't actually believe in the same Jesus the church believed in, or believed in false teaching surrounding important areas of the faith.
	So the early church developed what became known as the catechumenate (a period of instruction before baptism). This is still practiced in the Catholic and Orthodox traditions today.
	Because our modern world is full of competing ideas about who Jesus is and the important core doctrines of Christianity, I think it’s wise to make sure that before someone gets baptized, they genuinely know what they believe and who they’re declaring their faith in.
	What's required at the Holy Spirit Movement is that you go through our Foundations Series of small discipleship books and can adequately explain the doctrines in them. We do this because we want to make sure that you understand the core beliefs of Christianity. And we don’t require perfection in this. We’re just making sure you believe in the real Jesus.
	And I'm not worried about this process since I don't believe baptism itself saves you. You're being prepared to make one of the most meaningful declarations of your life in a way that's informed and intentional.
	It’s also you declaring that you’re submitting to Jesus as your Lord and Savior, and are consciously deciding to leave the world system because you’re now a citizen of heaven who has different values and morality than those of the world’s culture.
	Finally, we do our baptisms publicly. Sometimes this is done in the context of one of our small groups; at other times, they may happen at a larger event that our movement puts on.
	When performing baptism we:
	COMMUNION:
	Whether it’s practiced in a liturgical church service, around a family table, or in a small group, this sacrament is meant to bring believers together in remembrance and honor of Jesus and what He did for us on the cross. It’s a celebration of His victory over sin and death.
	Let me start by sharing how we do it in the Holy Spirit Movement. Our leaders perform communion in our small group gatherings as the Holy Spirit leads, and we do it like this:
	Like with baptism, only those who are genuinely born again may partake of this sacrament.
	Addressing Transubstantiation:
	I want to address a very important debate that exists
	in Christianity: transubstantiation. This is the Roman Catholic belief that when you partake of communion, the bread and wine literally and physically become
	the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ. They
	believe that the outward appearance stays the
	same, but the substance is fully transformed
	into Christ's body and blood.


	THE OTHER 5 SACRAMENTS:
	1) Confirmation
	2) Confession
	3) Anointing of the Sick
	4) Holy Orders
	5) Matrimony
	In Catholicism and Orthodoxy, marriage between two baptized Christians is considered a sacrament,  not just a legal or social arrangement. It's a sacred covenant that conveys God's grace to the couple. It also reflects the relationship between Christ and the church, as Paul describes in Ephesians 5.
	In Catholicism, the spouses administer the sacrament to each other through their vows, with the priest serving as the church's official witness.
	In Orthodoxy, the priest plays a more active role, and the ceremony involves a beautiful crowning ritual where crowns are placed on the heads of the bride and groom, symbolizing their becoming the king and queen of their own little kingdom, a family built in God.
	Catholicism teaches that sacramental marriage between baptized Christians can’t be dissolved. This is part of why they prohibit divorce and remarriage.

	How Does The Holy Spirit Movement View These?
	Our view of these five sacraments is similar to the Anglican Church's. We see baptism and communion as the two primary sacraments, and these five as having their own real and meaningful place.
	Here's how each one looks with us practically:

	CHANNELS OF GRACE:
	To end off this chapter, I want to dive deeper into a debate surrounding the sacraments: are they only symbolic, or do they convey God’s grace in a real and tangible way?
	Some churches believe that the sacraments are purely symbolic, meaning they’re only acts of remembrance and declaration. They're meaningful, but they don't actually do anything spiritually. They're outward signs of an inward reality that already exists, nothing more.
	But in traditions like Catholicism and Orthodoxy, they believe that the sacraments are actual channels of God's grace, meaning that something real and spiritual is imparted to you through the physical act itself.
	I believe that the sacraments are, in fact, channels
	of grace that God works through.

	At the same time, I don't believe the sacraments are the only channel through which God gives His grace. God is not boxed in by any ritual or practice. He can move however He wants.
	But something real happens when you participate in the sacraments in faith. Grace is imparted. God shows up. Because when you come to God in obedience and faith, He meets you there.
	CHAPTER 4

	GIFTS OF
	THE SPIRIT
	The gifts are given to help people. Some gifts are primarily for the church (to encourage, empower, disciple, and, when necessary, bring healthy correction). Others extend into the world, and when they do, they're ultimately meant to shine the light of Jesus and draw people to Him.
	Also, your gifts are tailored to your specific God-given purpose. According to His will and wisdom, the Holy Spirit gives different gifts to different people based on how He designed them and what He’s specifically called them to do.
	It’s fine to ask God for gifts you don’t currently have. It’s actually encouraged by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:1. Just understand that it’s up to God what gifts He
	gives you and when.

	God might still use them in a moment because another person needs to hear a prophetic word from God or needs healing, but this gifted person with poor character will eventually cause damage.
	That’s why I’d say the greatest gift of the Holy Spirit is salvation itself and the character transformation that comes with it.
	The gifts are important and necessary, but even though they can, they’re not meant to operate apart from godly character. If we want the gifts of the Spirit to really help people, we need to be, with God’s help, people who actually look like Jesus.
	In case you’re wondering, the reason someone can operate in their gifts apart from good character is that the gifts are gifts (meaning they’re unearned, grace-endowments). We cannot manufacture a gift; we can only receive it and properly use it.
	Finally, the last purpose of the gifts I want to talk about is that they’re meant to give God glory, reveal Jesus, and demonstrate His Kingdom.
	One of the worst things that can happen with spiritual gifts is when so-called prophets and men of God make everything about themselves. Their gift becomes a platform for their own ego. They become the center of attention. People start treating them like they're something to be worshipped, and they let it happen, sometimes even encouraging it.
	To be clear: That's not the Holy Spirit. That's narcissism dressed up in dead religion.
	When the Holy Spirit is genuinely moving in and through someone, the result is that God gets glorified, not the person being used. And God is not glorified by someone putting themselves on a pedestal. He's glorified by humility. By people loving other people the way He does. By gifts being used to serve rather than to inflate ego.
	If a person operating in gifts makes it all about them, their platform, or how ‘anointed’ they are, that’s either a serious character issue or a sign that what’s being called the Holy Spirit might not be Him at all.
	But I'm sure that if you’re reading this, you’re a normal person and nothing like what I just described. I just wanted to lay out the purpose of the gifts before getting into them, so that we're on the same page.
	Everything I'm sharing in this chapter comes from four passages in scripture: Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, 1 Peter 4, and 1 Corinthians 14. I'd encourage you to read through those after this chapter so you can see what the Bible itself says directly.
	But before we get into the specifics, if you're up for it, I'd like to pray with you. Please pray this with me:
	Jesus, thank You for the gifts You give to Your Church. Please teach me what they mean through Your word. Holy Spirit, please reveal the gifts You've given me. Help me not to compare myself to others or to let ego creep in. Help me to use my spiritual gifts to honor You and to help people. May everything I do bring You glory.
	In Jesus' name, amen.
	POWER GIFTS:
	1) Faith

	2) Healing
	3) Miracles
	REVELATION GIFTS:
	1) Prophecy

	More often, prophecy looks like God revealing His heart for someone, speaking the truth they need to hear, confirming His will for their life, or revealing their assignment/purpose.
	Being real, this gift probably gets misused more than any other, so I want to give you some practical guidelines because the Bible itself tells us not to despise prophecy but to test it (1 Thessalonians
	5:20-21).
	Sometimes someone prophesying is simply not hearing from God. They might be hearing from another spirit entirely. Other times, they genuinely are hearing from God, but they communicate it unclearly or misunderstand the meaning of what God said.
	For example, someone might receive a vision of a flower that means one thing but communicates something completely different because they're immature in their walk with God and don't know how to interpret what they're receiving properly.
	So how do you test prophecy? Here are a few ways:
	2) Words of Wisdom
	3) Words of Knowledge

	VOCAL GIFTS:
	1) Gift of Tongues
	2) Interpretation of Tongues
	OTHER GIFTS:
	1) Helps
	2) Administration

	3) Teaching
	4) Exhortation
	5) Leadership
	6) Mercy
	7) Artistry
	8) Intercession
	9) Hospitality
	10) Celibacy
	11) Worship Leading
	12) Seer
	Beyond These Gifts:
	OUTRO
	I’m glad I made it to the end of this volume! This is the first of four books in The Basics series, which is part of our larger Foundations Discipleship Collection.
	Please use this book as a launching pad. Go read scholars. Dig into scripture yourself. If this book has done its job, you should now know enough to know what to go study next.
	One of the biggest reasons dead religion exists in the church today is that Christians hear many sermons each week but never actually learn what they believe. They outsource their faith to whoever is behind the pulpit. I don't want that for you. I want everyone in The Holy Spirit Movement to actually know their Bible and to know exactly why they believe what they believe.
	With that said, I've also put together a YouTube playlist with videos covering some of the debates around salvation that we discussed in this book. In sharing these, I don’t necessarily agree with everything the speakers believe in. Also, the speakers disagree
	with one another. Here’s the link.
	Lastly, here are some discussion questions:

	Before reading this, how did you think about sin? Has your understanding changed, and if so, how?
	Where do you see the effects of sin most clearly in the world around you? Where do you see it most clearly in your own life?
	Before reading this, what did you think repentance meant? How has your understanding grown?
	What does it mean to you personally that God isn’t just improving you but making you into someone new through regeneration?
	How does justification affect the way you relate to God on days when you feel like you've failed?
	Of the debates about salvation covered in this book, which one do you find most challenging and why?
	Which of the gifts covered in this chapter do you feel most drawn to or sense might be active in your life? Why?
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