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PREFACE

INTRO

Welcome to the final book in our Foundations
Collection of discipleship books!

My heart behind this one is twofold: | want to teach you
some important theological truths that every Christian
needs to understand, but even more than that, | want to
inspire you toward a deeper friendship with God.

Every chapter in this book answers one question: what
does it mean to worship the Father in spirit & truth?

Chapter 1 defines what worshiping God in spirit & truth
actually is. Every chapter after that unpacks a different
theological component of how that truth is expressed.

Together, they're meant to expand your biblical
worldview and help you connect the dots between
some of the Bible's biggest themes. This is your
launching pad as you continue to grow in your faith.

With that said, let's jump in.



CHAPTER 1

WOMAN AT
THE WEL L

| want to talk about one of the most well-known stories
from Jesus' ministry: the woman at the well.

The woman was a Samaritan who was rejected and
looked down upon in her own community. On top of
this, the Samaritans as a whole were deeply despised
and hated by the Jewish people of the day.

Some reasons for this were:

» The Samaritans held some  Ethnically, they weren't

different beliefs than the considered “purely” Jewish
Jews. For example, they because of a history of
believed only the first 5 intermarriage after the
books of the OT (Torah) Assyrian conquest.

were scripture.
 On top of this, there had

* They worshiped God on been mutual acts of
Mount Gerizim rather than violence, political
at the temple in conflicts, and deep-seated

Jerusalem, which created  hostility between the two
religious tension. groups for generations. 5



So when Jesus deliberately chose to travel through
Samaria and stop at a well there, it was a surprising
thing for a religious leader like Him to do.

By the time we pick up the story in the verses | want to
start on, Jesus had been traveling, and He intentionally
went out of His way to a very specific spot to meet this
specific Samaritan woman:

John 4:7-10 (NKJV): A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus
said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the
city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it
that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.

Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and
He would have given you living water.”

Interestingly, Jesus is referring to something rooted in
the OT, specifically scriptures that the Samaritans
would have rejected.

When He offers her “living water,” He's pointing to God
Himself. Living water represents salvation; it
represents the cleansing and grace of God; it
represents the Holy Spirit, and it represents God's
power to bring dead things back to life (Zechariah
14:18, Ezekiel 47:1-12, Jeremiah 2:13 and 17:13).

Jesus is alluding to true salvation and offering it to her.
He was offering her the Holy Spirit, which would bring
her to life, cleanse her from the inside out, and then
overflow from her.

And what makes this story even more powerful is
that Jesus was breaking every social boundary. 6



He didn't care that she was a woman (in that culture,
women were often looked down on or avoided by men
in public conversations like this). He didn’t care that
she was a Samaritan. He went out of His way to meet
her because it was the Father’s plan. He was there to
show her His love.

John 4:11-15 (NKJV): “The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing
to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living
water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well,
and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”

Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will
never thirst. But the water that | shall give him will become in him a
fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”

The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | may not thirst,
nor come here to draw.”

As you can see, the Samaritan woman wasn't quite
catching on to what Jesus was really saying yet. She
thought He was talking about literal water. But Jesus
was speaking about living water (God Himself).

She also refers to “our father Jacob.” Jacob is one of
the major figures we read about in the Old Testament,
specifically in the book of Genesis. I'm not going to
retell his whole story here, but he was incredibly
important to the Jewish faith and to the Samaritans as
well. He was the one who had dug this very well that
was still there in her day.

When she brought up Jacob, she was essentially
challenging Jesus, saying, "Who do you think you are?
Jacob was one of our greatest patriarchs. He gave us
this well. Do you really think you can offer us
something better than what Jacob provided?"



And Jesus was essentially saying, “Yes.” He was
presenting Himself as greater than this key patriarch
of the faith. And it was a big deal for Him to claim
such a thing.

John 4:16-19 (NKJV): “Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and
come here.” The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.”

Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ' have no husband, for you
have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your
husband; in that you spoke truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, |
perceive that You are a prophet.”

When Jesus called the Samaritan woman out on her
sin, He wasn't doing it to shame her. He was actually
doing it out of love.

Jesus was showing that He fully knew her and still
wanted to talk with her. He knew all her mess, all the
things she was probably ashamed of, and He was still
reaching out to her.

He was also revealing to her that He was more than
just a Jewish man talking to her.

And this moment shows us a principle for having a real
friendship with God: God wants us to come to Him in

honesty. That means we come to Him as we really are,
with what we really think, and with what we really feel.

John 4:20-24 (NKJV): [The woman says]: “Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place
where one ought to worship.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when

you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the
Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we
worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 8




But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such
to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.”

Okay, these verses are very dense theologically, so it's
going to take me a bit to unpack all of this.

The woman brings up Mount Gerizim. She basically
says, “Hey, this is where we're supposed to worship.
But you Jews say that it has to be at your temple.”

Jesus responds with something revolutionary. He
acknowledges the disagreement, but He tells her a new
era is coming. The location won't matter anymore. It
will no longer be about the Jewish temple or Mount
Gerizim.

He could've rightly told her that her way of worship was
wrong, because He already alluded to this earlier. But
instead, He completely dissolves the whole argument,
announcing that the entire category of having to go to a
specific building is being done away with. Now, you
can meet God anywhere.

Then He reveals what the new era is ushering in by
saying, “The Father is looking for those who will
worship Him in spirit & truth.” Because this is central to
this book, | want to unpack what all of this means:

» “Spirit” is the Greek word pneuma, which means breath,
wind, or spirit. Jesus says elsewhere that God Himself is
spirit (pneuma). When He says to worship “in spirit,” He's
inviting us to worship on the same plane of reality that God
occupies: to be animated and empowered by the Holy Spirit
and connected to God Himself.

Worshiping in spirit is to have a living relationship with
God. Jesus describes what this looks like, too. 9



Jesus describes what this looks like in other places in
the NT. For example, “I am the vine, you are the
branches... You can't produce fruit apart from Me," (John
15) and “My sheep hear My voice” (John 10).

Worshiping in spirit means actually knowing God
experientially, being empowered by His Spirit to worship,
and letting Him work in and through you.

o “Truth” carries the idea of worshiping God according to His
reality. Part of worship in truth is to worship God as He
really is. This means that we don't get to reinvent Him or
create a version of Jesus that suits us. It also means
coming to Him honestly, bringing our true selves, our real
thoughts and feelings.

Jesus says that He is the truth, so worshiping in truth is
saying, “Jesus, | want to know You as You really are, even if it
challenges or offends me.” It's aligning with the reality of
who God is, even when that reality doesn’t match how we
feel. And being honest with Him in the midst of this.

» “Worship” means to be devoted to God, to be in awe of Him,
to be captivated by Him, to live for Him, and to bow down in
humility, submission, and reverence with your whole life.

To worship God in spirit & truth is to intimately know
Him, walk with Him, hear His voice, follow His leading,
and let Him write a unique story with your life. It's
being fully devoted to God: mind, body, actions, every
part. And this happens because you've tasted His Spirit
and you're captivated by Him.

True Christianity was never meant to be a dead religion
where we just understand theology and read the Bible,
but never actually know the Author of it.

Christianity was always meant to be a living
relationship with God where we know Him, and we
worship Him from that place of knowing Him. And
through this relationship, His Holy Spirit transforms

us over time. 10



All true worship is enabled by God's Holy Spirit and is
grounded in the reality of who Jesus Christ is. Without
this, all we have is dead religion.

John 4:25-26 (NKJV): The woman said to Him, “l know that Messiah
is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all
things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”

The word Messiah (or Christ) means “the chosen or
anointed one.” In the Old Testament, when someone
was anointed by God, it meant they were set apart to
do a specific assignment or task for Him. And
throughout the OT, God promised a coming Messiah:

» He promised a coming King who would rule in
righteousness, defeat evil, bring lasting peace, and
establish God’s kingdom forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16).

» He promised a Prophet like Moses who would speak God'’s
words perfectly, reveal God'’s truth clearly, and lead people
into obedience (Deuteronomy 18:15-18).

» He also promised that this chosen One would serve as a
Priest who would bring the final solution to sin (Zechariah
13:1, Isaiah 53)

 Along with the Messiah’s coming, God promised a new
heart. Meaning transformation from the inside out, because
He would put His Spirit in His people so they could actually
walk in His ways (Ezekiel 36:26-27; Jeremiah 31:31-34).

 And finally, God promised the restoration of all creation:
new heavens and a new earth, with His presence renewing
everything (Isaiah 65-66; Ezekiel 47).

Both the Jewish people and the Samaritans were
expecting this Messiah, each with their own ideas of
what He would do. For example, the Jews expected the
Messiah to be a warrior king from the line of David,
who would liberate Israel from Roman rule, restore
national sovereignty, and establish a kingdom on

earth of peace and justice. 1



But because the Samaritans only accepted the first five
books of the Bible, their main hope rested on
Deuteronomy 18 (the promise of a prophet like Moses).
They believed that this Prophet would reveal God's
truth clearly, settle religious disputes, restore proper
worship, and bring clarity and unity to God'’s people.

When the woman at the well says, “I know that Messiah
is coming,” she's essentially saying, “God will
eventually send the One who explains everything and
resolves all our religious debates.”

And when Jesus looks at her and says, “| who speak to
you am He.” He is declaring: “I am the final Prophet. |
am the One who reveals God. | am the One who
restores true worship. | am the fulfillment of all God's
promises. | am the Messiah.” This is a big deal.

So, what do we do with all of this?

We can appreciate what Jesus has done for us. What
He revealed to the woman at the well is a revelation for
us about what Jesus paid for on the cross: He didn’t
just die so that we could be forgiven and go to heaven
one day. He died so that we would be restored into a
living relationship with God.

In the temple system of the Jews, there was a thick veil
that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the
temple. It represented the separation between God and
humanity because of sin. But when Jesus died on the
cross, something powerful happened:

©

Matthew 27:51 (ESV): “And behold, the curtain of
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.” 12




That veil being torn from top to bottom was a message
from God saying: "You are no longer separated from
Me. You can experience My presence. You can actually
know Me." You see, Jesus opened the way for us to
worship the Father in spirit & truth.

At the Holy Spirit Movement, we're very keen on
discernment and solid theology. But we're also
passionate about experiencing and knowing God.

We won't settle for dead religion. We're those who,
with all that we are, pursue worshiping the Father in
spirit & truth!

In the next chapters, I'm going to go deeper into what
this reality looks like and the worldview that goes with
it, now that you have an understanding of what it
means to worship God in spirit & truth.

13



CHAPTER 2

LIVING
STONES

In this chapter, I'm going to build upon the last chapter
by presenting some multi-layered and multifaceted
truths about who we are as God's people because of
Jesus Christ.

Replacing the old system of a physical temple, through
Jesus (the True Temple), we are now individually and
collectively the temple of God:

Individually: "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit within you?" (1 Corinthians 6:19 NKJV).

Collectively: "Do you not know that you [plural, meaning the whole
church] are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?" (1
Corinthians 3:16 NKJV).

Jesus has ushered in a new era. Because of Him, we
are the temple of the Holy Spirit.

We are a living Body that can now meet anywhere the
Spirit leads us (whether in liturgical services, homes,
public places, or any other style of gathering). When
the Holy Spirit is moving among us, because He lives in
us, we collectively see the Spirit of God at work and

are empowered to be Christ's body in the world. 14



Each of us is individually unique and gifted by the Spirit
in different ways. We're like living stones who together
form a living collective (a living temple of the Spirit),
with each stone individually crafted by God.

1 Peter 2:4-5 (NKJV): “Coming to Him as to a living
stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and
precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

There is a lot of theology to unpack in these Scriptures.
First, | want to talk about Jesus:

In this passage, He is revealed as the Living Stone.
This idea is connected to what's revealed about Him in
other parts of the New Testament, where He is called
the Chief Cornerstone (this is the foundational stone
that aligns and holds the entire building together).

So Jesus is the Living Stone, the Chief Cornerstone.
He's the One with whom every other stone in the
structure must be properly aligned. This means that if
you are connected to Him, you are being built up into
God’s collective temple as individual living stones.

Being a “living stone” means several things: we are
being built up as a spiritual house (which we've already
touched on), but Peter also says we are “a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.”

In the OT, only a narrow line of priests (the Aaronic
priesthood) was allowed to minister to God on behalf
of the people. Access to God's presence was limited
and mediated through this select group. But in the
new covenant, this has radically changed. 15



Now every believer has priestly access to God. This is
what theologians often call the priesthood of all
believers. Because of Jesus, being a priest is not
reserved for pastors or leaders; every born-again
follower of Jesus is a priest.

In the OT, a priest’s role involved mediation:
representing God to the people and the people to God,
and offering sacrifices.

Now, in the NT, Jesus is our Great High Priest (we learn
this in the book of Hebrews). Back in the OT, the high
priest was the head of the priestly order, the one who
went before God and offered the main sacrifice of
atonement.

Jesus perfectly fulfills this role. And He instituted the
new covenant through His own blood, where the old
system of animal sacrifices is no longer needed
because Jesus offered the once-for-all sacrifice for sin,
and where He is now our High Priest.

Now, in the NT, under our High Priest, we offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus.

Romans 12:1 (NKJV): “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service.”
To offer spiritual sacrifices is to give our whole lives to
God (our time, our gifts, our hearts, our actions). We do
all of this under the direction of Jesus, our High Priest.

Each of us has a specific role to fulfill as part of this,
as living stones that make up God's collective temple.
And each of us is individually gifted by the Holy Spirit
to accomplish the unique function He's givenus. 16



In summary, we are all priests. We minister to God,
represent Him to the world, and offer our lives as living
sacrifices, all empowered by the same Holy Spirit who
lives in each of us.

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV): “You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.”

This verse comes after the one we just looked at in 1
Peter 2:4-5, and it adds even more layers to what it
looks like to be living stones in God's temple.

First, it says we are a “chosen race.” The Greek word
for “race” here is genos, which can mean “clan,” "tribe,"
"family," or "race.”

This connects to a theme we see throughout the NT
letters: the dividing wall of hostility has been broken
down between different people groups. Christ has
brought together Jews and Gentiles, people groups that
were once separated, and made them one family in Him
(Ephesians 2:14-21).

We see this beautifully pictured in Revelation 5:9-10
(ESV), where heaven sings a new song to the Lamb:

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

We are bought with Jesus’ blood, and we are
supernaturally born again. In Him we become part of a
new humanity: a new race made up of people from
every culture and background. 17



Even though we are all different and uniquely crafted,
collectively we are one race in Christ. This is a
wonderful thing!

This idea flows right into the next phrase: we are a
“holy nation.” Different parts of the New Testament call
us citizens of heaven who are chosen to represent our
King and His values here on earth (Philippians 3:20).

We belong to God's Kingdom. Our primary identity and
allegiance are not to any nation on earth, or political
system, or cultural group.

As a holy nation, we are set apart for God's purposes.
We live differently. We reflect the values, character,
and priorities of our King while we're still living in this
world. We are ambassadors of His Kingdom, who point
people to the King who purchased us.

PURE RELIGION:

All of this connects back to worshiping the Father in
spirit & truth. When we take on the mindset of being
one of God’s living stones (His priests, His chosen
people, a new race in Him, and His ambassadors in the
world), it shapes how we live with one another and how
we engage the world around us.

This is what pure religion looks like. It is the natural
overflow of a life that truly worships the Father in
spirit & truth. Pure religion is what comes from our
friendship with God. It is expressed through helping
others and living a godly life as His light shines
through you (James 1:27). 18



That's why, even though the Holy Spirit movement has
larger initiatives, we are mainly centered around small
groups that can meet anywhere (a home, public space,
onling, etc.).

It's in these smaller settings where real relationships
with God and with each other can be cultivated. It's
where we learn to worship Him in spirit & truth and live
as God's living stones, the individual and collective
temple of the Holy Spirit.

Through growing in friendship with God, each person
is empowered by the Holy Spirit to discover their God-
given identity, be purified by Him, and go out and
reach those who are lost in whatever sphere the

Lord leads them.

Our ministry is designed to awaken people so that they
can awaken churches and influence different spheres
(entertainment, business, education, government, or
whatever industry God calls them intog).

God will always lead us toward helping people and
living fully for Him. With all of this in mind, | encourage
you to allow God to empower you to walk in pure
religion as you seek to worship Him in spirit & truth.

PARABLE OF THE TENANTS:

All of this connects back to this parable:

In Matthew 21:33-34 (NKJV), Jesus says: “Hear another
parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard
and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a
tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far
country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants

to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit.” 19




This parable captures the paradigm shift from a
physical temple with a priestly class toward a spiritual
temple where every believer is a priest.

In the opening section we just read, Jesus talks about a
“certain landowner” who had prepared a vineyard in
every way needed so that it could be cultivated. This
landowner represents God.

Then, the landowner leased the vineyard out to tenant
farmers. In the context of the culture Jesus was
speaking to, this is how the business deal worked:

» The owner would provide the land and everything needed
to make the vineyard successful.

» The tenants move in and do all the hard work: pruning,
watering, protecting the crop, and harvesting.

» At harvest time, the tenants owed the owner an
agreed-upon share of the grapes or wine (usually
around 30-50%), but the farmers could keep the rest
for themselves to sell or live on.

Jesus' parable uses this real-life context to
communicate spiritual truths.

And in this parable, the tenants represented the
religious leaders of Israel in Jesus' day. God entrusted
them to care for His people (who were represented by
the vineyard). They were supposed to lead, teach,
protect, and cultivate faithfulness in God's people.

Unfortunately, many of these religious leaders were
corrupt. Instead of stewarding what belonged to God,
they used their position for power, image, and personal
gain. With all of this in mind, let's see how these
tenants responded when the landowner sent

servants to collect what was his: 20



Matthew 21:35-41 (NKJV): “And the vinedressers took his
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again, he sent
other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.

Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his
inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and
killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those vinedressers?”

They [the religious leaders] said to Him, “He will destroy those
wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”

Jesus is referring to the whole tragic history of God's
people, the Israelites. Throughout their history, God
sent prophets to the leaders and the people.

The assignment of these prophets was to proclaim
God's message, to call everyone back to repentance, to
bring restoration to the vineyard (God's people), and to
help produce the kind of fruit God was looking for:
justice, mercy, faithfulness, true worship.

But over and over again, the leaders rejected them.
They beat them, persecuted them, and killed them. The
people who were supposed to be caring for God's
people were the ones silencing God's messengers.

And Jesus tells the religious leaders of His day through
this parable, “I'm the final messenger in this long line.
I'm the beloved Son of the Owner. And you religious
leaders are going to do to Me what you've done to all
the others; you're going to reject and kill Me, too.” And
He was warning them that the Owner won't put up

with this forever. 21



The Owner was going to come, destroy those wicked
tenants, and give the vineyard to others who would
actually produce the fruit the Owner wants.

The religious leaders listening to Him knew exactly
what He was saying and got angry because of it. And
all of what Jesus has said so far sets the stage for
what He says next:

Matthew 21:42-44 (NKJV): Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the Scriptures:

‘The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the Lord’s doing,

And it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from
you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever
falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will
grind him to powder.”

Jesus follows His entire parable up by quoting Psalm
118 and applying it directly to Himself: “The stone the
builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.”

He's saying, “I'm the fulfillment of that passage. I'm the
Chief Cornerstone. I'm the True Temple, and I'm
building a new spiritual temple.” And that temple is us,
the collective spiritual people of God, the church, made
up of individual living stones.

Jesus is announcing a whole new era and paradigm.
He's looking at the religious leaders and saying:
"You've been rejected because you rejected God. You
rejected His servants the prophets; you're corrupt,

and you refuse to do the works God actually wants." 29



And He tells the religious leaders that the Kingdom of
God will be taken from them and given to a new nation
that will bear its fruits.

That nation is us. We're the new race, the living stones,
the Church, the new people of God. And the fruit we
bear comes from the Holy Spirit.

Then He says, “Whoever falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but on whomever it falls, it will grind
him tlo powder.” This refers to two different groups of
people:

» Whoever falls on this stone will be broken: That's us. If
you humble yourself, stumble over Jesus, repent, and fall
on Him in faith, He breaks your pride, your self-
righteousness, and your old way of doing things. This is a
good breaking that leads to restoration and becoming part
of this new people He's building.

 But on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder:
This refers to judgment for those who keep rejecting
Jesus, rejecting the new paradigm, rejecting the new
temple He's bringing.

Jesus is saying clearly: the old way of doing things is
becoming obsolete. The physical temple, the old
sacrificial system, the old priestly system... are all
being fulfilled and replaced. He's ushering in the new.

So what do we do with all of this?

We don't go back to any form of the old system
because we're no longer under a physical temple
paradigm with all of its extra rules, barriers, and a
special priestly class.

We are the spiritual temple now. 23



The Holy Spirit lives in us individually and collectively.
Thidslphanges everything about how we gather, minister,
and live.

Each of us is a priest before God. This means that
instead of leadership dominating or controlling the
lives of God's people, leadership that's chosen by

Jesus serves and helps His people fulfill their role.

God's people need to know His voice, His word in
context, how to discern false teaching, recognize
wolves, and be led by the Holy Spirit to do His will for
their lives.

Whether they're led to serve with one of God's leaders
in a specific assignment He's given them or to go into
the world to shine His light for their own ministry, no
leader has the right to pretend to speak for God and
control God's people.

A real leader isn't concerned with God's people obeying
them; they're concerned with whether God’s people are
obeying God Himself.

.

Thlis roclk Isittli(ng UIE odn af -
pedestal, looking kind o v a
funny, is a picture of @ @
many modern leaders

in the church. .

Many of us have
unfortunately forgotten the
new era that Jesus ushered
in, and we've twisted
leadership in God's
kingdom into something it

was never meant to be. 24



Yes, leaders serve as an example to God's people. And
yes, there is real leadership and authority in the
kingdom of God. But Jesus said, "The one who wants
to be the greatest must be the least and the servant of
all." So while there is authority, it's not supposed to be
exercised like it is in the world (or like it often is in the
modern church today).

Too many leaders have made themselves the center of
attention. They've climbed up onto a pedestal God
never asked them to stand on. They've forgotten that
their job is to equip God’s people for the work of the
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12).

And even though many leaders think the opposite of
this, ministry isn't just serving inside the church
building. Ministry is serving God wherever the Holy
Spirit leads.

Some of God's people are supposed to be shining His
light out in the world in business, education,
entertainment, government, or other areas, but modern
church leaders are holding them back.

It's time for us to return to the paradigm Jesus
established. Let's do away with all of the “look at me,
look at me," "I'm Prophet/Pastor So-and-So" nonsense.
Let's stop returning to the old system that Jesus
already fulfilled and has done away with.

Leaders need to understand their role to be servants
that help God's people fulfill their God-given roles.

And real authority in God's collective spiritual temple is
recognized by His people through the Holy Spirit. If
you're a real pastor or prophet, born-again believers
will know because the Spirit tells them. 25



So if you're a leader and Jesus really has chosen you
for that, don't take the real spiritual authority He's
given you and use it the wrong way. Because when we
do that, we're slipping right back into the old system.
And when we do this, we hold back God's people and
what the Holy Spirit wants to do.

| long to see the day when all of God's people truly
know Him, are led by Him, and walk out their lives as
the individual living stones they are. And | long to see
when we collectively operate the way we're supposed
to: as one spiritual temple, led by the Spirit.

But before this can fully happen, leaders who are
misusing what Jesus has given them need to either
repent or step down.

In the Holy Spirit Movement, we're returning to what
church was meant to be. We are a place where:

» We're led by the Holy  Every believer knows
Spirit, not controlled by God, hears His voice,
man-made tradition. and follows His leading.

 Everyone can participate, e« Each person is equipped to
use their gifts, and be sent  know God'’s word so they can
out to do God's will. discern truth from error.

 Leadership is healthy, servant-hearted, and
concerned with helping God'’s people know Him
and follow His leading.

| believe that God will ignite His people in a fresh way
like never before through this ministry. Not because |
or any other leader is special or “God’s next man or
woman,” but because we all walk in obedience together
and fulfill His mission by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
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CHAPTER 3

THRONE
ROOM

We aren't the only living stones. Another component of
worshiping God in spirit & truth is recognizing the
heavenly reality we're participating in any time we
worship our Heavenly Father.

Hebrews 12:1, 22-24 (BSB): “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off every encumbrance
and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with endurance the
race set out for us.

(...) you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to myriads of angels in joyful
assembly, to the congregation of the firstborn, enrolled in heaven. You
have come to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”

The author of Hebrews tells us we are surrounded by a
great “cloud of witnesses” (God's people who have
gone before us).

When believers die physically, Scripture says they

are absent from the body and present with the Lord

(2 Corinthians 5:8). That means they are in heaven
right now, worshiping before God's throne

alongside the angels. 27



Let me explain how deceased believers are present
with God: God created human beings with two main
parts: a physical body and an immaterial soul. The soul
includes our consciousness (our mind, will, emotions,
and the deepest part of us that connects with God,
called our spirit).

One day, Jesus will resurrect all of us and give us new,
glorified bodies. But right now, when a believer dies,
their body stays here while their soul goes immediately
to be with the Lord. The apostle Paul said about this,
“to be absent from the body is to be present with the
Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8).

This is why, when we worship, we are participating in
the bigger reality of the worship going on in heaven.

Worship in spirit & truth is the joining of the church
triumphant (believers already in heaven) with the
church militant (believers still on earth).

When we come to God in worship, we are spiritually
coming to Mount Zion and the heavenly Jerusalem.

This is meant to inspire us to run our race (follow and
obey Jesus) with endurance. The believers in heaven
are cheering us on. Every born-again saint you read
about in church history who lived for God now stands
as encouragement for us to pursue Him with everything
we have.

Also, the author of Hebrews makes a powerful contrast
in chapter 12:18-21. In the OT, encounters with God's
presence were terrifying. For example, at Mount Sinai,
there was a blazing fire, darkness, and a whirlwind.
This was so intense that Moses trembled, and the
people begged God not to speak directly to them. 28



But now, because of Jesus' blood, our experience is
different. We have come to Mount Zion and “to
innumerable angels in festal gathering” (Hebrews
12:22). Our worship of the same holy God is now a
joyful celebration, a victory party, because we can
approach Him boldly through Christ's blood.

Here’s a collection of verses from Revelation 4 that
paint a picture of what heavenly worship looks like:

In Revelation 4:5-6 (ESV), God's throne room is described: “From the
throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings, and peals of thunder.
Before the throne burned seven torches of fire. These are the seven
spirits of God. And before the throne was something like a sea of
glass, as clear as crystal.”

In Revelation 4:6-8 (ESV), John sees the throne and sees 4 living
creatures: “In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures,
covered with eyes in front and back. The first living creature was like a
lion, the second like a calf, the third had a face like a man, and the
fourth was like an eagle in flight. And each of the four living creatures
had six wings and was covered with eyes all around and within. Day
and night, they never stop saying:

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
who was and is and is to come!”

In Revelation 4:9-11 (ESV), we see: “And whenever the living
creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the One seated on the
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down
before the One seated on the throne, and they worship Him who lives
forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

“Worthy are You, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,
for You created all things;

by Your will they exist and were created.

m
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That's a lot we just saw in Revelation 4. I'm not going
to go deep into all the details, but the picture is clear:

Right now in heaven, there are believers, angels, elders,
the four living creatures, and who knows what else, all
worshiping God. And we have the incredible joy of
joining that worship whenever we come to the Father in
spirit & truth.

This includes joining with all born-again believers who
are part of Christ’s body, regardless of denomination.
Even though Protestants, Catholics, and Orthodox
Christians have some big differences and
disagreements on theology, those of us who truly know
Jesus and are connected to Him by new birth are one.

We are part of the same spiritual temple. Together, we
make up the church militant here on earth, and when
we worship, we join with the church triumphant in
heaven, worshiping before the throne.

We don't have to be terrified of God in the same way
OT believers often were because we are covered by the
blood of the Lamb. This doesn't mean God has
changed or that He is no longer the holy, almighty God
who can cause anyone (even Christians, rightfully so)
to tremble in awe. He is still the same fearsome,

holy God.

The difference is that now we can come with both
reverence and joyful confidence. We don't experience
the deadly consequences of sin in His presence like
people under the old covenant did, because Jesus has
taken care of that once and for all.

So when you worship the Father in spirit & truth,
remember this: 30



You are a living stone in God's temple, and at the same
time, you are joining the great, ongoing worship of
Jesus’ entire Church of living stones across time and
space, from every tribe, tongue, and denomination.
What an incredible privilege!
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CHAPTER 4

KINGDOM
OF GOD

Another aspect of worshiping the Father in spirit &
truth that | want to talk about is the Kingdom of God.

Everything we've talked about (being living stones,
joining in heavenly worship, living as a royal
priesthood, etc.) is a part of stepping into life under
King Jesus.

Simply put, the Kingdom of God is wherever He is
ruling and reigning. We see it on Earth whenever His
active rule breaks into our world. It's the reality of
God's authority, power, and presence showing up on
earth as it is in heaven.

We see the Kingdom of God displayed in healed
relationships, true justice, freedom from darkness,
changed lives, and in God's people living for His glory.

Jesus showed us what God's reign actually looks like.
Everywhere He went, heaven touched earth: the sick
were healed, demons were cast out, the broken were
restored, and the good news was preached. 32



And now, through the Holy Spirit, He wants to reveal
His Kingdom through you and me.

To keep this theology of the Kingdom simple, | want to
have you think of it in these 3 basic components:

» The King: At the center of everything is Jesus Christ
Himself. He is our King. Without Him reigning in our lives, no
Kingdom is breaking through. This is why actually knowing
and experiencing God is so vital; it'’s out of our relationship
with the King that the reality of the Kingdom flows.

* His Reign: This means that our King's will and character are
expressed. When His Kingdom breaks in, things get set right,
chaos turns to order, and the broken are healed. When we
pray “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is
in heaven” from the Lord’s Prayer, this kind of reign is what
we're asking for.

* His People: We are citizens of heaven. We are the ones
who choose to live under His rule and the culture of the
Kingdom. By the Holy Spirit, and beholding our King, we
reflect our King’s heart and carry out the work He gives
us. This is what being living stones is about; we get to
demonstrate what God is like to the world around us.

This is important to understand: God's Kingdom is not
like our modern Western systems of political power.
It's not a democracy or a republic where we get to vote
on the rules or decide together who is in power.

This is a Kingdom with a King. Jesus has purchased us
with His blood to be part of His family, and we are also
His servants. That means that we serve His purposes,
represent Him as ambassadors, and our responsibility
is to do what the King wants us to do.

The good news is our King is a very good King. If
we mess up or even rebel, our King doesn't kick us
out if we truly belong to Him.



If we stray, He will do whatever we actually need to
follow Him better, whether that be the right kind of
discipline to correct us, encouragement when we need
it, or help when we're weak. That's what it means to
live under a good and perfect King.

OUR ENEMY:

As citizens of God's Kingdom, we need to be aware
that there is another kingdom (the kingdom of
darkness) and that we are in a real spiritual battle.

Even though many different spirits are operating in the
kingdom of darkness, which covers different territories,
countries, and spheres of influence, they all ultimately
serve the same evil agenda under the spirit of
antichrist.

Antichrist refers to anything that sets itself up in the
place of the true Christ or distorts who He really is.

This spirit can show up in false teachings, religious
systems, political movements, entertainment, and even
some churches, or anywhere in the world.

The goal of this antichrist spirit is to rob people of the
real Jesus. It stirs up hunger for idols and leads people
away from the finished work of the cross, so they never
truly understand or accept the Gospel.

This spirit's agenda is to make people settle for
something less than the real Jesus Christ, whether
that's a completely different idol in an atheistic
worldview or a twisted/distorted/watered-down,

fake version of Jesus. 34



Ephesians 6:12 (ESV): “We do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places.”

What you need to understand is that there is a real
spiritual realm with actual evil entities that hate God
and oppose everything He wants and does.

And something | need to make clear: this verse says
our battle isn't against flesh and blood. That means our
true enemy isn't people; it's the evil powers of darkness
that operate in this world and influence people’s lives.

This doesn’t remove personal accountability (people
are still responsible for their choices), but it helps us
keep the right perspective. Many people are not acting
entirely on their own. They are being influenced by
forces they may not even recognize.

This truth also helps us obey what our King commands:
we can love and pray for our enemies (Matthew 5:44).
When we see people through this lens, it becomes
easier to show compassion and extend the same grace
and truth that Jesus extended to us.

The good news in all of this is that the Kingdom of
God is far stronger than the kingdom of darkness. The
One who lives in us is greater than the one who is in
the world (1 John 4:4). This means that King Jesus

is greater than any evil power, Satan, or demonic
force out there.

Now, if we're going to engage in spiritual battle,
¥ve have to be sober, aware, and properly equipped
or it. 35



Everything we've covered so far from The Basics & Holy
Habits has been preparing you to do exactly that.

In Ephesians 6, the apostle Paul gives us a metaphor
about the armor of God to help us prepare for spiritual
battle. Here's a quick breakdown of each:

o The Belt of Truth: This is about living in and believing
God'’s truth rather than deception. The belt is what holds
the believer together.

» The Breastplate of Righteousness: A breastplate protects
your heart and vital organs. This is about standing in the
righteousness of Christ, not our own, which guards us from
guilt and condemnation. It's also about living a godly life
by the Holy Spirit's power.

» The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace: These give us firm
footing and readiness. This is about walking in the peace

of God and being ready to share the good news with
others, even in the middle of conflict or hardship.

 The Shield of Faith: This extinguishes the fiery darts of the
enemy. This is about trusting God'’s promises when doubts,
fears, or attacks come.

» The Helmet of Salvation: This protects your mind. This is
about having mental clarity and being confident in your
salvation and identity in Christ.

» The Sword of the Spirit: This is the only offensive
weapon: the Word of God. This is about speaking
and declaring Scripture in spiritual warfare.

And finally, after presenting these 6 pieces of armor,
Paul tells us to pray continually. This points us back to
the reality of worshiping God in spirit & truth.

When we live this kind of life, we'll experience
empowerment from our relationship with God to
operate in spiritual warfare and all else that comes
with being a part of God's Kingdom.



As citizens of Jesus' Kingdom, we don't fight in our
own strength or power. We do everything by the Holy
Spirit, under the rule and reign of King Jesus.

And because Jesus has already defeated the powers of
darkness on the cross (Colossians 2:15), we fight from
a place of victory. Our job isn't to try to win the victory
ourselves. It's to stand firm in what Jesus has already
won, advance His Kingdom, and push back the
darkness wherever the King sends us.

gouick Note: I'll go deeper into the spiritual realm and
ow to properly understand and engage with it in the
first book in the Ascend ColIection)q

PRESENT & FUTURE:

There are different layers or “tenses” to how God's
Kingdom breaks into this world.

In one sense, God has always been sovereign over
everything. The scriptures show us that no evil being
can do anything unless God allows it. This doesn't
mean God approves of evil or causes it, but He does
allow for genuine free will.

Every decision we make is something He sovereignly
permits. So even when evil seems to be winning, God is
still governing the whole universe and all of history.

But in another sense, even though Jesus has already
triumphed over sin, death, and the powers of darkness,
we are living in an “already but not yet” reality. His
victory is already a present reality, but it is not yet
fully manifested in this world. 37



This is why evil and suffering still exist. But these
things will cease when Jesus returns and makes all
things new.

For now, Satan is called “the god of this world” (2
Corinthians 4:4). This doesn’'t mean he's equal with
God, but it means that he has influence over the current
world system and over people who don't belong to
Jesus Christ.

Why does God want to do things this way? I'm not
entirely sure. This is a mystery to me.

But part of the answer is that He wants to tell a large,
captivating story through His Church: a story that's
also made up of millions of smaller stories of the
individual people He's redeemed.

So in the meantime, since the God of the Bible is real
and we're His children, let’s do our best to obey His
will. Let's preach the gospel, make disciples of all
nations, and demonstrate God'’s Kingdom on earth.

CO-HEIRS:

Romans 8:16-17 (NIV): “The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that
we may also share in his glory.”

To wrap up this chapter on the Kingdom of God, | think
the best way is to talk about one of the most powerful
truths about it: we are co-heirs with Christ 38



We are part of God's family because we've been
adopted into it. Jesus is our King, but He's also our
Eldest Brother. And together with Him, we are co-heirs.
That means everything that belongs to Jesus from the
Father also belongs to us.

Now, in a legal and positional sense, this is already
true. Jesus is the true Heir of all things, and because
we are united with Him, what is His is ours.

But in a temporary, practical sense, we don't fully
experience it yet on earth. For now, we get to walk in
our inheritance progressively, according to our
Heavenly Father's wisdom and timing.

And He has a process that makes us ready to walk
more and more in this inheritance:

Think of this life like a gym
or training ground, and the
“weights” that God uses to
train us are often difficulties,
suffering, and hardship.

Yeah, | know that’s a downer to read. But to be clear:
God doesn't enjoy seeing us suffer. But suffering and
difficulty are often some of the best things that
produce the character of Christ in us, which is the
Father's goal.

Just like how Jesus carried His cross, we carry ours.
This means a life of self-denial, difficulty, and
sometimes pain.

God uses these things to deal with sin in us, shape our
character, strip away what'’s not like Him, and
produce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. 39



Remember how God's glory is the weight of the
fullness of His character?

Well, “sharing in the sufferings of Christ” is God's
pathway to sharing His character with us. It's done
because He wants to give us Himself. He's making us
reflect and represent Him from the very core of our
being. We suffer so that we may share in His glory.
This is a part of our inheritance as co-heirs.

Once God's process is finished and we're fully reigning
with Christ, we'll each still be unique, but we will look
like Him. We will carry the weight of and embody His
love, holiness, justice, goodness, etc.

None of this means that the only method God uses to
grow us into His likeness is suffering.

Our Heavenly Father blesses us with every good gift.
He gives us joy from His presence, provides for us,
takes care of us, and wants us to enjoy our lives, too.
He helps us grow through His word, community,
serving, times of worship and prayer, and through
other means as well (James 1:17, Matthew 6:31-33,
Psalm 16:11, Hebrews 10:24-25).

Romans 8:18 (NIV): "Yet what we suffer now is nothing
compared to the glory he will reveal to us later.”

We have hope in the midst of trials and suffering: when
Jesus returns and His Kingdom is fully manifested, we
will enjoy the complete inheritance that is already ours.

One day, we will reign with Him as beloved brothers
and sisters who joyfully submit to our King (and
Eldest Brother). 40



So here’s the encouragement | want to leave you with
as we finish this chapter:

You are a beloved child of God and a co-heir with
Christ. Let this truth sink deep into your heart. And let it
give you hope when the Lord allows suffering into your
life, knowing that He's using it so that you can share in
His glory.
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CHAPTER 5

W ALK IN
THE SPIRIT

The last aspect of worshiping the Father in spirit &
truth that | want to cover is about living it out, day by
day: walking in the Spirit. Through Jesus, we get to
experience a foretaste of the restored reality that He
paid for on the cross. In a sense, it's a return to Eden.

In the Garden of Eden, the presence of God filled
everything. Adam and Eve walked with Him. They knew
Him intimately and relationally and were empowered to
do the work He assigned them to do.

That's the kind of life Jesus came to restore. Now, the
same presence of God that once filled the Garden lives
inside of us through the Holy Spirit.

He is actively at work in our lives, establishing God's
rule and reign in our hearts, teaching us to worship the
Father in spirit & truth, and empowering us to walk in
everything we've been talking about in this book.

The Spirit is constantly working to make the
Kingdom real on the inside of us, so it can flow
out through our lives. 42



And this reality, that Jesus has paid for us to
experience, is something we're called to walk in more
and more. So what does an Eden-like walk actually look
like, practically, for those of us who are born again but
still struggle with sin? Paul answers this in Galatians 5.
He calls it "walking in the Spirit”:

Galatians 5:16-18 (BSB): “So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh craves what is contrary
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are
opposed to each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

To give some context, right before these verses, and
really throughout the whole letter to the Galatians, Paul
has been fighting against false teachings.

Some people were trying to pull believers back under
parts of the Old Covenant law (things like circumcision
and other requirements that Jesus had already fulfilled
and therefore weren't a requirement anymore). These
false teachers were basically saying, “Yes, you start
with faith in Jesus, but you have to keep the law and be
good enough to stay saved.”

Paul pushed back hard on this in the book of Galatians.
He taught that no one is justified by the works of the
law, meaning that nobody is made right with God by
being moral enough or keeping enough rules. We're
saved by God’s grace apart from works. We cannot
justify ourselves through our own effort.

Now that we know the context, let's break down what
Paul is saying in the verses above: Paul is talking about
the war going on inside every born-again Christian. It's
a battle between the Holy Spirit and our flesh (not

our physical bodies, but our sinful nature). 43



And he tells us that if we walk by the Spirit, then we
won't gratify the desires of the flesh. This means that
through our relationship with the Holy Spirit, we can
learn to walk in step with Him, and while we're in that
state of walking in the Spirit, we won't walk in sin.

But because this is a battle, we can go between a state
of the flesh (our old nature) and a state of the Spirit
(our new nature, led by the Holy Spirit). The goal is that,
progressively, over time, we learn how to walk in the
Spirit more and more.

The Apostle Paul also tells us that if we're led by the
Spirit, we're not under the law.

When he uses the word “law” here, he's referring to the
Law of Moses (the 0ld Covenant system found in the
Torah). This law had a purpose: to reveal our sin and
show us how much we need a Savior. But this law had
no power to make anyone holy or help us actually keep
it. Instead, it brought a curse and condemnation with it
if you broke it.

Because Jesus fulfilled that law perfectly, we're no
longer under it, and we're freed from its curse.

Now we live under a new reality, what Paul calls the
Law of Christ or the Law of the Spirit (this is God's
universal, unchanging moral standard for all of
humanity). And instead of trying to keep this law on our
own, the Holy Spirit empowers us to walk in it.

The new paradigm we're in is one where, instead of
constantly focusing on what we're doing wrong and the
specific rules that tell us what we shouldn’t do, we're
now focused on our relationship with God and

obeying Him moment-by-moment with His help. 44



Galatians 5:19-21 (BSB): "The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity, and debauchery; idolatry and sorcery; hatred,
discord, jealousy, and rage, selfish ambition, divisions, factions, and
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God."

Alright, | know this can sound like you need to be
perfect or you'll lose your salvation. But that's not
what Paul is saying here. If he were saying that, he'd
be contradicting everything else he wrote in the
same letter.

Paul is describing the kind of life that is separated
from God, one that is lived completely according to the
flesh. He's basically saying, “If someone doesn't know
Jesus and is just living by their sinful nature, this is the
kind of behaviour that flows out of them.”

And then he warns that those who live this way as their
regular life, without repentance, will not inherit the
Kingdom of God.

In him saying this, he’s not saying that if you're a
believer and ever stumble, fall, or struggle with one of
these things, then you're done; you're going to Hell.

To the Christian, Paul is saying, “This is who you used
to be. This is your old sinful nature. But you're a new
person now with a new nature. You have the Holy Spirit
living inside of you. These are the kinds of things that
the Holy Spirit is warring against in your life if you're
truly born again.”

So | want you to breathe. If you belong to the Father,
then if you fall back into something on this list, mess
up, or even try running away from God in these kinds
of things, the Holy Spirit will not leave you alone. 45



It may take time, because our Father is outside of time
and patient, but at some point, He will convict you. He
will discipline you according to whatever is best for you
to come back to Him, also according to His wisdom, all
because He loves you (Hebrews 12:6-11).

God works in our lives to deal with the flesh. This
doesn’t mean we'll be sinlessly perfect in this life, but
these things are no longer who we are.

A scripture that | think is helpful alongside what we're
breaking down is:

©

This passage tells us to fear God. But we have to
understand this properly:

Philippians 2:12-13 (NKJV): “Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

That doesn't mean He’s going to kick us out of His
family when we mess up, nor does it mean having
constant anxiety or terror about God.

Rather than this, the true fear of God is a healthy
reverence (the highest form of respect) and awe
of Him because of who He is.

Yes, there is an aspect of trembling, but it's not the
kind that destroys you. From my own experience,
because God is our loving Father, that trembling is
actually cleansing and exhilarating.

When you encounter the almighty holy God of the Bible,
your whole being responds to the weight of His being.
And because He loves you so deeply, it becomes one
of the most beautiful experiences you can have. 46



Here's what I'm trying to get across: if you are born
again, you don't have to live in constant fear of losing
your place in God's family. Instead, we live with a
healthy fear of our Heavenly Father, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit, knowing that He is the living God who is
actively at work in our lives.

So if this is all true, the logical response is this: “God, |
know I'm not perfect, but | want to live for You. Help me
live for You.” And then you actually try. You learn the
lessons as you go. You let Him work in you.

This is not “lordship salvation,” where you're only truly
saved if you perform well enough. And it's not “easy
believism,” where you just pray a prayer and live
however you want with no change.

This is relational salvation. God has saved you. He is
your Father. You are His. And because He loves you, He
Is committed to working in your life: shaping you,
correcting you, and transforming you over time.

That's how this whole thing works.

Now, with all of this said, | want to break down what
each sin Paul mentioned in Galatians 5:19-21 means:

« Sexual Immorality (porneia): Any sexual activity outside of
marriage between a man and a woman.

o Impurity (akatharsia): Moral filth, uncleanness, impurity
(not only sexually).

 Debauchery (aselgeia): Unrestrained self-indulgence with
no regard for consequences or other people.

« Idolatry (eidololatria): Worshipping anything besides God.

« Sorcery (pharmakeia): Occult practices (anything like
potions, tarot cards, spellcasting, etc.).

« Hatred (echthrai): Hostility toward others. 47



« Discord (eris): Quarreling, unhealthy and unproductive
arguments, destructive conflict

« Jealousy (zelos): A burning desire for what someone else
has as well as an internal attitude of ill
will/anger/resentment toward them because of it.

 Rage (thymoi): Uncontrolled, sudden fits of unhealthy anger.

« Selfish Ambition (eritheiai): Self-promotion at others’
expense. This is to pursue personal gain, power, or status at
any cost, even using manipulative or divisive tactics for it.

« Divisions (dichostasiai): To wrongly split or create factions
in the church. It's to fracture the body of Christ into “us vs.
them” groups.

« Factions (haireseis): The self-willed solidification of a
division into a rival party. We know this sin is at work
when groups have a prideful insistence that their way is
the only valid expression of the Church and they
exclude other believers or even say that they aren’t
really part of God’s family.

« Envy (phthonoi): Similar to jealousy, but is spiteful,
refusing to rejoice in others' blessings, wanting them to
lose them instead.

 Drunkenness (methai): This isn’t saying alcohol itself is
sin, but being drunk is.

« Orgies (komoi): This isn’t only about sexual sin. It’s talking
about a chaotic lifestyle that goes alongside drunkenness.
It's the “party atmosphere” where all self-control is
completely thrown out of the window, where boundaries
dissolve and people engage in all kinds of wild sin.

This list isn't exhaustive. Paul ends it with “and the
like,” meaning that these are examples of what living
according to the flesh looks like.

If you're walking in any of these right now and the
Holy Spirit lives in you, there’s probably a struggle
going on inside of you. 48



And it's a good sign if you're struggling. That reveals
that you belong to God. So don't read this list with
unhealthy fear; read it with hope, knowing that you will
inherit the Kingdom, and because you will, God is
working in your life now to cleanse you from the flesh
and make you look more like His Son.

Think of the sin nature like a pollutant, while the Holy
Spirit is the cure. When He moves in, He takes
ownership and cuts away the fleshly nature piece by
piece, progressively establishing His ownership.

The Spirit is the “living water” that springs up from the
inside out, continually cleansing and refreshing us.
This washing is an ongoing, internal work of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23 (BSB): “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.”

Something important to notice is that Paul doesn't say
“the fruits of the Spirit.” He says the fruit of the Spirit,
singular. These 9 qualities are not nine separate things
we have to try to produce on our own. They are nine
different aspects of one fruit.

And in its essence, the fruit of the Spirit is simply this:
looking more and more like Jesus. As we walk in the
Spirit, He grows His character in us.

There are other virtues God grows in us too when we

walk in the Spirit (like humility, courage, contentment,
and more), but these 9 are the specific fruit that Paul

mentions in this passage.

With that said, | want to break down what each
aspect of the fruit of the Spirit looks like: 49



» Love: Selfless, sacrificial love that puts others first and
seeks their good according to truth.

» Joy: A deep, steady gladness that comes from knowing
God, not our circumstances. This is something that comes
from His presence.

e Peace: Wholeness and settled calmness that comes from
being right with God. This transcends circumstances.

« Patience: The ability to endure people and difficult
situations without giving up or lashing out.

 Kindness: Practical actions and help given to others out of
love and generosity.

» Goodness: Moral integrity and righteousness.

* Faithfulness: Being reliable, trustworthy, and keeping
our word.

» Gentleness: This doesn’t mean to be weak. It means
strength under control. Power that is tender and humble.

« Self-control: Mastery over our desires and impulses rather
than being ruled by them.

When we walk in the Spirit, this fruit is produced in us,
and the result is that we look more and more like our
King.

This fruit reveals what humanity was meant to look like
in the Garden of Eden before anything went wrong.
God's character was meant to flow out of people who
simply knew and walked with Him.

Galatians 5:24-25 (BSB): "Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the
Spirit, let us walk in step with the Spirit.”

This passage isn't saying that in order to belong to
Jesus, you have to do enough good works and crucify
your own flesh. When we look at the grammar and the
tense Paul uses in the Greek, it's those who "have
crucified the flesh" in the past tense. 50



Paul is saying that because you are born again, the old
you (your flesh with all its passions
and desires) has already been crucified with Him.

This doesn't mean that your flesh vanishes altogether
because, as we already know, there is an ongoing
battle between the flesh and the Spirit. What it does
mean is that the flesh is no longer your master.

In a positional sense, the flesh is dealt with. Practically
speaking, God applies this reality to us over time. And
when Jesus returns, the flesh will be entirely done
away with.

Understanding this helps us to understand the next
verse about living in the Spirit and then walking in step
with the Spirit:

Paul just got done saying that the old self is crucified
with Christ, and then, in the very next breath, he says
we live by the Spirit. Both of these statements are
already true of you the moment you're born again.

And because both are already true, "walking in step
with the Spirit" isn't chasing something you don't yet
have; it's living out what you already have.

So when Paul says to walk in step with the Spirit, he's
calling us to let the Holy Spirit progressively apply the
new self to our daily lives; to let Him keep cutting away
the old nature that's already been crucified in Christ.

Paul is saying, "You're already a new person. So let
what's dead stay dead. Let the fleshly nature be cut
off, and let the new you (the real you in Christ) shine
more and more." 51



Romans 5:3-5 (NKJV): "We also glory in tribulations, knowing
that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance,
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit who was given to us."

All throughout this book, we've been talking about
worshiping the Father in spirit & truth and all the

different realities that come with it. N
To bring this all together, | want to .
capture the heart of what we've been

talking about in Galatians and also

Romans 5:3-5: God's obstacle course. S
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are committed to
making us who we already are in Christ.

Just like what we covered in the weightlifting analogy
in the previous chapter, God allows trials, challenges,
and hardship into our lives, not because He enjoys
watching us struggle, but because growth rarely
happens in comfort.

God's obstacle course is custom-tailored by Him for
each one of His children. Because we are all unique,
the Father designs a unique path for every one of us.
He gives each of us a specific cross to carry, unique
challenges and obstacles, and an assignment to fulfill
here on earth.

All of this is designed to cut away the old nature and to
let the new us in Christ become more visible.

And here’s the good news: you don't run this course
alone. The Holy Spirit is your Personal Trainer. He
walks with you through every obstacle. 52



The Holy Spirit is the living water that refreshes you
when you're weary; He strengthens you when you're
weak and empowers you to keep going; and He is the
fire that burns away impurities.

He keeps your eyes fixed on the true prize: Jesus
Himself. And part of this prize is seeing God face to
face, having the fleshly nature fully done away with,
and standing in awe of Him forever.

Through God's obstacle course, He is restoring us to
our original design, the kind of life we see in the
Garden of Eden.

It's a life where we walk step by step with God and
know Him relationally. It's where we carry God's
worldview and mindset. We understand that we are
part of His Kingdom and that we are here to reflect and
represent Him on the earth.

This is what it looks like to be empowered by the Holy
Spirit to worship the Father in spirit & truth: It's taking
our place as a living stone (an individual temple of the
Holy Spirit who is also part of the greater collective
temple).

And we aren't alone; we do this together with all of
God’s people throughout history. Those who have gone
before us are cheering us on and are examples and
inspiration for us to keep pressing forward.

THE WILDERNESS:

One of the most common ways God forms us in His
obstacle course is through the wilderness. 53



To be clear: I'm not talking about going into the desert
or a forest. The wilderness is a period of time in our
lives that the Spirit leads us into that's marked by
spiritual dryness, testing, waiting, or difficulty. It's a
time when the things that used to comfort us are
stripped away so we learn to depend on God.

An example of this is our Lord being led by the Spirit
into the wilderness for forty days before He began His
public ministry (Matthew 4:1).

In the wilderness:

 Qur flesh gets exposed and dealt with. All the things we
lean on instead of God start to surface.

» We learn dependence on God, meaning that we discover
that He is what ultimately sustains us.

» We learn to hear God's voice more clearly.
o We're prepared to walk in God's will.
» We become more Christ-like.

Whenever God leads us into the wilderness, it's
purposeful. There are lessons you learn in it that you
otherwise would never grasp. It can really suck while
you're in it, but after it's over, you'll be grateful.

Don't lose heart if you're in the wilderness. The same
Spirit that leads you into it will lead you through it and
eventually out of it in power.

THEOSIS:

This is a beautiful historic Christian term. And | think it
beautifully captures what God is ultimately doing
in us as we worship Him in spirit & truth. 54



Simply put, theosis is the process by which we become
partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). This means
that by God's grace, the Holy Spirit works in us so
deeply that we begin to share in God’s own life (His
character, His love, His wisdom, His holiness, His
power, His glory, etc.). This all happens through
relationship with Him.

We don't do this by becoming God ourselves or losing
our humanity. Instead, we do this by receiving His life
and presence in a real, transformative way. We
participate in whom God is while remaining fully human
and distinct from Him.

Just as Jesus took on our humanity, He now invites
us, by the Holy Spirit, to partake in His divine life so
that we become more and more like Him from the
inside out.

This is what Jesus was offering the woman at the well.
When He spoke of the living water that would become a
fountain springing up inside her, He was talking about
the Holy Spirit coming to dwell in her, transforming her,
and making her brand new with the life of God.

Everything in this book comes back to theosis:

 As living stones and a holy priesthood, we don't just
experience God's presence; we carry it wherever we go.

 As we join heavenly worship in the throne room, we
participate in the reality of heaven even now.

« As citizens of the Kingdom and co-heirs with Christ, we
share in both His sufferings and His glory.

* In the wilderness and in God'’s obstacle course, the Spirit
refines us so that we may partake of His nature.

» As we walk in the Spirit, His fruit grows in us. 35



Friendship with God isn't just about behaving better or
following rules. It's the God of the universe restoring a
relationship withglou and, over time, making you

more like Himself by giving you His character.

Through Him filling you with His life, you become a

living reflection of Jesus and are empowered to
worship the Father in spirit & truth with all that you are.

o6



CONCLUSION

OUTRO

And with that, you have finished the Foundations
Collection of discipleship books!

| hope that you're not only inspired but that you've
started to take on a whole new worldview: one that's
centered on the reality of what Jesus has ushered in
and all the different parts of it we've explored together.

Even though you've completed these books, there is
still so much more to grow into in your relationship
with God. You're on a lifelong journey with Him.

Also, there are two more collections of teachings:

» Ascend: These are o Wisdom: These help form you
deeper teachings that into someone who walks in the
build on what we wisdom of God through mindset

covered in Foundations.  and practical skills.

In the meantime, keep getting to know God more
deeply and let the Holy Spirit lead you. We're excited
that you're part of the Holy Spirit Movement, and we
can't wait to see Jesus' rule and reign touch every
nation, every sphere, and every life.

The Kingdom of God is at hand! 57
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	INTRO
	Welcome to the final book in our Foundations Collection of discipleship books!
	My heart behind this one is twofold: I want to teach you some important theological truths that every Christian needs to understand, but even more than that, I want to inspire you toward a deeper friendship with God.
	Every chapter in this book answers one question: what does it mean to worship the Father in spirit & truth?
	Chapter 1 defines what worshiping God in spirit & truth actually is. Every chapter after that unpacks a different theological component of how that truth is expressed.
	Together, they're meant to expand your biblical worldview and help you connect the dots between some of the Bible's biggest themes. This is your launching pad as you continue to grow in your faith.
	With that said, let’s jump in.
	CHAPTER 1


	WOMAN AT THE WELL
	I want to talk about one of the most well-known stories from Jesus’ ministry: the woman at the well.
	The woman was a Samaritan who was rejected and looked down upon in her own community. On top of this, the Samaritans as a whole were deeply despised and hated by the Jewish people of the day.
	Some reasons for this were:

	So when Jesus deliberately chose to travel through Samaria and stop at a well there, it was a surprising thing for a religious leader like Him to do.
	By the time we pick up the story in the verses I want to start on, Jesus had been traveling, and He intentionally went out of His way to a very specific spot to meet this specific Samaritan woman:
	Interestingly, Jesus is referring to something rooted in the OT, specifically scriptures that the Samaritans would have rejected.
	When He offers her “living water,” He’s pointing to God Himself. Living water represents salvation; it represents the cleansing and grace of God; it represents the Holy Spirit, and it represents God’s power to bring dead things back to life (Zechariah 14:18, Ezekiel 47:1-12, Jeremiah 2:13 and 17:13).
	Jesus is alluding to true salvation and offering it to her.  He was offering her the Holy Spirit, which would bring her to life, cleanse her from the inside out, and then overflow from her.
	And what makes this story even more powerful is
	that Jesus was breaking every social boundary.
	He didn’t care that she was a woman (in that culture, women were often looked down on or avoided by men in public conversations like this). He didn’t care that she was a Samaritan. He went out of His way to meet her because it was the Father’s plan. He was there to show her His love.
	As you can see, the Samaritan woman wasn’t quite catching on to what Jesus was really saying yet. She thought He was talking about literal water. But Jesus was speaking about living water (God Himself).
	She also refers to “our father Jacob.” Jacob is one of the major figures we read about in the Old Testament, specifically in the book of Genesis. I’m not going to retell his whole story here, but he was incredibly important to the Jewish faith and to the Samaritans as well. He was the one who had dug this very well that was still there in her day.
	When she brought up Jacob, she was essentially challenging Jesus, saying, "Who do you think you are? Jacob was one of our greatest patriarchs. He gave us this well. Do you really think you can offer us
	something better than what Jacob provided?"
	And Jesus was essentially saying, “Yes.” He was presenting Himself as greater than this key patriarch
	of the faith. And it was a big deal for Him to claim
	such a thing.
	When Jesus called the Samaritan woman out on her sin, He wasn’t doing it to shame her. He was actually doing it out of love.
	Jesus was showing that He fully knew her and still wanted to talk with her. He knew all her mess, all the things she was probably ashamed of, and He was still reaching out to her.
	He was also revealing to her that He was more than just a Jewish man talking to her.
	And this moment shows us a principle for having a real friendship with God: God wants us to come to Him in honesty. That means we come to Him as we really are, with what we really think, and with what we really feel.
	Okay, these verses are very dense theologically, so it’s going to take me a bit to unpack all of this.
	The woman brings up Mount Gerizim. She basically says, “Hey, this is where we’re supposed to worship. But you Jews say that it has to be at your temple.”
	Jesus responds with something revolutionary. He acknowledges the disagreement, but He tells her a new era is coming. The location won’t matter anymore. It will no longer be about the Jewish temple or Mount Gerizim.
	He could’ve rightly told her that her way of worship was wrong, because He already alluded to this earlier. But instead, He completely dissolves the whole argument, announcing that the entire category of having to go to a specific building is being done away with. Now, you can meet God anywhere.
	Then He reveals what the new era is ushering in by saying, “The Father is looking for those who will worship Him in spirit & truth.” Because this is central to this book, I want to unpack what all of this means:
	“Spirit” is the Greek word pneuma, which means breath, wind, or spirit. Jesus says elsewhere that God Himself is spirit (pneuma). When He says to worship “in spirit,” He’s inviting us to worship on the same plane of reality that God occupies: to be animated and empowered by the Holy Spirit and connected to God Himself.
	Worshiping in spirit is to have a living relationship with God. Jesus describes what this looks like, too.

	To worship God in spirit & truth is to intimately know Him, walk with Him, hear His voice, follow His leading, and let Him write a unique story with your life. It’s being fully devoted to God: mind, body, actions, every part. And this happens because you’ve tasted His Spirit and you’re captivated by Him.
	True Christianity was never meant to be a dead religion where we just understand theology and read the Bible, but never actually know the Author of it.
	Christianity was always meant to be a living relationship with God where we know Him, and we worship Him from that place of knowing Him. And through this relationship, His Holy Spirit transforms
	us over time.
	All true worship is enabled by God’s Holy Spirit and is grounded in the reality of who Jesus Christ is. Without this, all we have is dead religion.
	The word Messiah (or Christ) means “the chosen or anointed one.” In the Old Testament, when someone was anointed by God, it meant they were set apart to do a specific assignment or task for Him. And throughout the OT, God promised a coming Messiah:
	He promised a coming King who would rule in righteousness, defeat evil, bring lasting peace, and establish God’s kingdom forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16).
	He promised a Prophet like Moses who would speak God’s words perfectly, reveal God’s truth clearly, and lead people into obedience (Deuteronomy 18:15-18).
	He also promised that this chosen One would serve as a Priest who would bring the final solution to sin (Zechariah 13:1, Isaiah 53)
	Along with the Messiah’s coming, God promised a new heart. Meaning transformation from the inside out, because He would put His Spirit in His people so they could actually walk in His ways (Ezekiel 36:26-27; Jeremiah 31:31-34).
	And finally, God promised the restoration of all creation: new heavens and a new earth, with His presence renewing everything (Isaiah 65–66; Ezekiel 47).

	Both the Jewish people and the Samaritans were expecting this Messiah, each with their own ideas of what He would do. For example, the Jews expected the Messiah to be a warrior king from the line of David, who would liberate Israel from Roman rule, restore national sovereignty, and establish a kingdom on
	earth of peace and justice.
	But because the Samaritans only accepted the first five books of the Bible, their main hope rested on Deuteronomy 18 (the promise of a prophet like Moses). They believed that this Prophet would reveal God’s truth clearly, settle religious disputes, restore proper worship, and bring clarity and unity to God’s people.
	When the woman at the well says, “I know that Messiah is coming,” she’s essentially saying, “God will eventually send the One who explains everything and resolves all our religious debates.”
	And when Jesus looks at her and says, “I who speak to you am He.” He is declaring: “I am the final Prophet. I am the One who reveals God. I am the One who restores true worship. I am the fulfillment of all God’s promises. I am the Messiah.” This is a big deal.

	So, what do we do with all of this?
	In the temple system of the Jews, there was a thick veil that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple. It represented the separation between God and humanity because of sin. But when Jesus died on the cross, something powerful happened:

	That veil being torn from top to bottom was a message from God saying: "You are no longer separated from Me. You can experience My presence. You can actually know Me." You see, Jesus opened the way for us to worship the Father in spirit & truth.
	At the Holy Spirit Movement, we’re very keen on discernment and solid theology. But we’re also passionate about experiencing and knowing God.
	We won’t settle for dead religion. We’re those who,
	with all that we are, pursue worshiping the Father in spirit & truth!
	In the next chapters, I’m going to go deeper into what this reality looks like and the worldview that goes with it, now that you have an understanding of what it means to worship God in spirit & truth.
	CHAPTER 2

	LIVING STONES
	In this chapter, I’m going to build upon the last chapter by presenting some multi-layered and multifaceted truths about who we are as God’s people because of Jesus Christ.
	Replacing the old system of a physical temple, through Jesus (the True Temple), we are now individually and collectively the temple of God:
	Jesus has ushered in a new era. Because of Him, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.
	We are a living Body that can now meet anywhere the Spirit leads us (whether in liturgical services, homes, public places, or any other style of gathering). When the Holy Spirit is moving among us, because He lives in us, we collectively see the Spirit of God at work and
	are empowered to be Christ’s body in the world.

	Each of us is individually unique and gifted by the Spirit in different ways. We're like living stones who together form a living collective (a living temple of the Spirit), with each stone individually crafted by God.
	There is a lot of theology to unpack in these Scriptures. First, I want to talk about Jesus:
	In this passage, He is revealed as the Living Stone. This idea is connected to what’s revealed about Him in other parts of the New Testament, where He is called the Chief Cornerstone (this is the foundational stone that aligns and holds the entire building together).
	So Jesus is the Living Stone, the Chief Cornerstone. He’s the One with whom every other stone in the structure must be properly aligned. This means that if you are connected to Him, you are being built up into God’s collective temple as individual living stones.
	Being a “living stone” means several things: we are being built up as a spiritual house (which we’ve already touched on), but Peter also says we are “a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
	In the OT, only a narrow line of priests (the Aaronic priesthood) was allowed to minister to God on behalf of the people. Access to God’s presence was limited and mediated through this select group. But in the
	new covenant, this has radically changed.
	Now every believer has priestly access to God. This is what theologians often call the priesthood of all believers. Because of Jesus, being a priest is not reserved for pastors or leaders; every born-again follower of Jesus is a priest.
	In the OT, a priest’s role involved mediation: representing God to the people and the people to God, and offering sacrifices.
	Now, in the NT, Jesus is our Great High Priest (we learn this in the book of Hebrews). Back in the OT, the high priest was the head of the priestly order, the one who went before God and offered the main sacrifice of atonement.
	Jesus perfectly fulfills this role. And He instituted the new covenant through His own blood, where the old system of animal sacrifices is no longer needed because Jesus offered the once-for-all sacrifice for sin, and where He is now our High Priest.
	Now, in the NT, under our High Priest, we offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus.
	To offer spiritual sacrifices is to give our whole lives to God (our time, our gifts, our hearts, our actions). We do all of this under the direction of Jesus, our High Priest.
	Each of us has a specific role to fulfill as part of this, as living stones that make up God’s collective temple. And each of us is individually gifted by the Holy Spirit to accomplish the unique function He’s given us.
	In summary, we are all priests. We minister to God, represent Him to the world, and offer our lives as living sacrifices, all empowered by the same Holy Spirit who lives in each of us.
	This verse comes after the one we just looked at in 1 Peter 2:4-5, and it adds even more layers to what it looks like to be living stones in God’s temple.
	First, it says we are a “chosen race.” The Greek word for “race” here is genos, which can mean "clan," "tribe," "family," or "race."
	This connects to a theme we see throughout the NT letters: the dividing wall of hostility has been broken down between different people groups. Christ has brought together Jews and Gentiles, people groups that were once separated, and made them one family in Him (Ephesians 2:14-21).
	We see this beautifully pictured in Revelation 5:9-10 (ESV), where heaven sings a new song to the Lamb:
	We are bought with Jesus’ blood, and we are supernaturally born again. In Him we become part of a new humanity: a new race made up of people from every culture and background.
	PURE RELIGION:
	That’s why, even though the Holy Spirit movement has larger initiatives, we are mainly centered around small groups that can meet anywhere (a home, public space, online, etc.).
	It’s in these smaller settings where real relationships with God and with each other can be cultivated. It’s where we learn to worship Him in spirit & truth and live as God’s living stones, the individual and collective temple of the Holy Spirit.
	Through growing in friendship with God, each person
	is empowered by the Holy Spirit to discover their God-given identity, be purified by Him, and go out and
	reach those who are lost in whatever sphere the
	Lord leads them.
	Our ministry is designed to awaken people so that they can awaken churches and influence different spheres (entertainment, business, education, government, or whatever industry God calls them into).
	God will always lead us toward helping people and living fully for Him. With all of this in mind, I encourage you to allow God to empower you to walk in pure religion as you seek to worship Him in spirit & truth.

	PARABLE OF THE TENANTS:
	All of this connects back to this parable:

	This parable captures the paradigm shift from a physical temple with a priestly class toward a spiritual temple where every believer is a priest.
	In the opening section we just read, Jesus talks about a “certain landowner” who had prepared a vineyard in every way needed so that it could be cultivated. This landowner represents God.
	Then, the landowner leased the vineyard out to tenant farmers. In the context of the culture Jesus was speaking to, this is how the business deal worked:
	Jesus’ parable uses this real-life context to communicate spiritual truths.
	And in this parable, the tenants represented the religious leaders of Israel in Jesus’ day. God entrusted them to care for His people (who were represented by the vineyard). They were supposed to lead, teach, protect, and cultivate faithfulness in God’s people.
	Unfortunately, many of these religious leaders were corrupt. Instead of stewarding what belonged to God, they used their position for power, image, and personal gain. With all of this in mind, let’s see how these tenants responded when the landowner sent
	servants to collect what was his:
	Jesus is referring to the whole tragic history of God’s people, the Israelites. Throughout their history, God sent prophets to the leaders and the people.
	The assignment of these prophets was to proclaim God’s message, to call everyone back to repentance, to bring restoration to the vineyard (God’s people), and to help produce the kind of fruit God was looking for: justice, mercy, faithfulness, true worship.
	But over and over again, the leaders rejected them. They beat them, persecuted them, and killed them. The people who were supposed to be caring for God’s people were the ones silencing God’s messengers.
	And Jesus tells the religious leaders of His day through this parable, “I’m the final messenger in this long line. I’m the beloved Son of the Owner. And you religious leaders are going to do to Me what you’ve done to all the others; you’re going to reject and kill Me, too.” And He was warning them that the Owner won’t put up
	with this forever.
	The Owner was going to come, destroy those wicked tenants, and give the vineyard to others who would actually produce the fruit the Owner wants.
	The religious leaders listening to Him knew exactly what He was saying and got angry because of it. And all of what Jesus has said so far sets the stage for what He says next:
	Jesus follows His entire parable up by quoting Psalm 118 and applying it directly to Himself: “The stone the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.”
	He’s saying, “I’m the fulfillment of that passage. I’m the Chief Cornerstone. I’m the True Temple, and I’m building a new spiritual temple.” And that temple is us, the collective spiritual people of God, the church, made up of individual living stones.
	Jesus is announcing a whole new era and paradigm. He’s looking at the religious leaders and saying: "You’ve been rejected because you rejected God. You rejected His servants the prophets; you’re corrupt,
	and you refuse to do the works God actually wants."
	And He tells the religious leaders that the Kingdom of God will be taken from them and given to a new nation that will bear its fruits.
	That nation is us. We’re the new race, the living stones, the Church, the new people of God. And the fruit we bear comes from the Holy Spirit.
	Then He says, “Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” This refers to two different groups of people:
	Jesus is saying clearly: the old way of doing things is becoming obsolete. The physical temple, the old sacrificial system, the old priestly system... are all being fulfilled and replaced. He’s ushering in the new.

	So what do we do with all of this?
	We don’t go back to any form of the old system because we’re no longer under a physical temple paradigm with all of its extra rules, barriers, and a special priestly class.
	We are the spiritual temple now.

	The Holy Spirit lives in us individually and collectively. This changes everything about how we gather, minister, and live.
	Each of us is a priest before God. This means that instead of leadership dominating or controlling the lives of God’s people, leadership that’s chosen by Jesus serves and helps His people fulfill their role.
	God’s people need to know His voice, His word in context, how to discern false teaching, recognize wolves, and be led by the Holy Spirit to do His will for their lives.
	Whether they’re led to serve with one of God’s leaders in a specific assignment He’s given them or to go into the world to shine His light for their own ministry, no leader has the right to pretend to speak for God and control God’s people.
	A real leader isn’t concerned with God’s people obeying them; they’re concerned with whether God’s people are obeying God Himself.
	This rock sitting up on a pedestal, looking kind of funny, is a picture of
	many modern leaders
	in the church.
	Many of us have unfortunately forgotten the new era that Jesus ushered in, and we’ve twisted leadership in God’s kingdom into something it was never meant to be.
	Yes, leaders serve as an example to God’s people. And yes, there is real leadership and authority in the kingdom of God. But Jesus said, "The one who wants to be the greatest must be the least and the servant of all." So while there is authority, it’s not supposed to be exercised like it is in the world (or like it often is in the modern church today).
	Too many leaders have made themselves the center of attention. They’ve climbed up onto a pedestal God never asked them to stand on. They’ve forgotten that their job is to equip God’s people for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12).
	And even though many leaders think the opposite of this, ministry isn’t just serving inside the church building. Ministry is serving God wherever the Holy Spirit leads.
	Some of God's people are supposed to be shining His light out in the world in business, education, entertainment, government, or other areas, but modern church leaders are holding them back.
	It's time for us to return to the paradigm Jesus established. Let's do away with all of the “look at me, look at me," "I’m Prophet/Pastor So-and-So" nonsense. Let's stop returning to the old system that Jesus already fulfilled and has done away with.
	Leaders need to understand their role to be servants that help God’s people fulfill their God-given roles.
	And real authority in God’s collective spiritual temple is recognized by His people through the Holy Spirit. If you’re a real pastor or prophet, born-again believers
	will know because the Spirit tells them.
	So if you’re a leader and Jesus really has chosen you for that, don’t take the real spiritual authority He’s given you and use it the wrong way. Because when we do that, we’re slipping right back into the old system. And when we do this, we hold back God’s people and what the Holy Spirit wants to do.
	I long to see the day when all of God’s people truly know Him, are led by Him, and walk out their lives as the individual living stones they are. And I long to see when we collectively operate the way we’re supposed to: as one spiritual temple, led by the Spirit.
	But before this can fully happen, leaders who are misusing what Jesus has given them need to either repent or step down.
	In the Holy Spirit Movement, we’re returning to what church was meant to be. We are a place where:
	I believe that God will ignite His people in a fresh way like never before through this ministry. Not because I or any other leader is special or “God’s next man or woman,” but because we all walk in obedience together and fulfill His mission by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
	CHAPTER 3

	THRONE
	ROOM
	We aren’t the only living stones. Another component of worshiping God in spirit & truth is recognizing the heavenly reality we’re participating in any time we worship our Heavenly Father.
	The author of Hebrews tells us we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses” (God’s people who have gone before us).
	When believers die physically, Scripture says they
	are absent from the body and present with the Lord
	(2 Corinthians 5:8). That means they are in heaven right now, worshiping before God’s throne
	alongside the angels.

	Let me explain how deceased believers are present with God: God created human beings with two main parts: a physical body and an immaterial soul. The soul includes our consciousness (our mind, will, emotions, and the deepest part of us that connects with God, called our spirit).
	One day, Jesus will resurrect all of us and give us new, glorified bodies. But right now, when a believer dies, their body stays here while their soul goes immediately to be with the Lord. The apostle Paul said about this, “to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8).
	This is why, when we worship, we are participating in the bigger reality of the worship going on in heaven.
	Worship in spirit & truth is the joining of the church triumphant (believers already in heaven) with the church militant (believers still on earth).
	When we come to God in worship, we are spiritually coming to Mount Zion and the heavenly Jerusalem.
	This is meant to inspire us to run our race (follow and obey Jesus) with endurance. The believers in heaven are cheering us on. Every born-again saint you read about in church history who lived for God now stands as encouragement for us to pursue Him with everything we have.
	Also, the author of Hebrews makes a powerful contrast in chapter 12:18-21. In the OT, encounters with God’s presence were terrifying. For example, at Mount Sinai, there was a blazing fire, darkness, and a whirlwind. This was so intense that Moses trembled, and the people begged God not to speak directly to them.
	That’s a lot we just saw in Revelation 4. I’m not going to go deep into all the details, but the picture is clear:
	Right now in heaven, there are believers, angels, elders, the four living creatures, and who knows what else, all worshiping God. And we have the incredible joy of joining that worship whenever we come to the Father in spirit & truth.
	This includes joining with all born-again believers who are part of Christ’s body, regardless of denomination. Even though Protestants, Catholics, and Orthodox Christians have some big differences and disagreements on theology, those of us who truly know Jesus and are connected to Him by new birth are one.
	We are part of the same spiritual temple. Together, we make up the church militant here on earth, and when we worship, we join with the church triumphant in heaven, worshiping before the throne.
	We don’t have to be terrified of God in the same way OT believers often were because we are covered by the blood of the Lamb. This doesn’t mean God has changed or that He is no longer the holy, almighty God who can cause anyone (even Christians, rightfully so) to tremble in awe. He is still the same fearsome,
	holy God.
	The difference is that now we can come with both reverence and joyful confidence. We don’t experience the deadly consequences of sin in His presence like people under the old covenant did, because Jesus has taken care of that once and for all.
	So when you worship the Father in spirit & truth, remember this:
	You are a living stone in God’s temple, and at the same time, you are joining the great, ongoing worship of Jesus’ entire Church of living stones across time and space, from every tribe, tongue, and denomination. What an incredible privilege!
	KINGDOM
	OF GOD
	Another aspect of worshiping the Father in spirit & truth that I want to talk about is the Kingdom of God.
	Everything we’ve talked about (being living stones, joining in heavenly worship,  living as a royal priesthood, etc.) is a part of stepping into life under King Jesus.
	Simply put, the Kingdom of God is wherever He is ruling and reigning. We see it on Earth whenever His active rule breaks into our world. It’s the reality of God’s authority, power, and presence showing up on earth as it is in heaven.
	We see the Kingdom of God displayed in healed relationships, true justice, freedom from darkness, changed lives, and in God’s people living for His glory.
	Jesus showed us what God’s reign actually looks like. Everywhere He went, heaven touched earth: the sick were healed, demons were cast out, the broken were restored, and the good news was preached.

	And now, through the Holy Spirit, He wants to reveal His Kingdom through you and me.
	To keep this theology of the Kingdom simple, I want to have you think of it in these 3 basic components:
	This is important to understand: God’s Kingdom is not like our modern Western systems of political power. It’s not a democracy or a republic where we get to vote on the rules or decide together who is in power.
	This is a Kingdom with a King. Jesus has purchased us with His blood to be part of His family, and we are also His servants. That means that we serve His purposes, represent Him as ambassadors, and our responsibility is to do what the King wants us to do.
	The good news is our King is a very good King. If
	we mess up or even rebel, our King doesn’t kick us
	out if we truly belong to Him.
	OUR ENEMY:
	What you need to understand is that there is a real spiritual realm with actual evil entities that hate God and oppose everything He wants and does.
	And something I need to make clear: this verse says our battle isn’t against flesh and blood. That means our true enemy isn’t people; it’s the evil powers of darkness that operate in this world and influence people’s lives.
	This doesn’t remove personal accountability (people are still responsible for their choices), but it helps us keep the right perspective. Many people are not acting entirely on their own. They are being influenced by forces they may not even recognize.
	This truth also helps us obey what our King commands: we can love and pray for our enemies (Matthew 5:44). When we see people through this lens, it becomes easier to show compassion and extend the same grace and truth that Jesus extended to us.
	The good news in all of this is that the Kingdom of
	God is far stronger than the kingdom of darkness. The One who lives in us is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4). This means that King Jesus
	is greater than any evil power, Satan, or demonic
	force out there.
	Now, if we’re going to engage in spiritual battle,
	we have to be sober, aware, and properly equipped
	for it.
	Everything we’ve covered so far from The Basics & Holy Habits has been preparing you to do exactly that.
	In Ephesians 6, the apostle Paul gives us a metaphor about the armor of God to help us prepare for spiritual battle. Here’s a quick breakdown of each:
	And finally, after presenting these 6 pieces of armor, Paul tells us to pray continually. This points us back to the reality of worshiping God in spirit & truth.
	When we live this kind of life, we’ll experience empowerment from our relationship with God to operate in spiritual warfare and all else that comes with being a part of God’s Kingdom.
	PRESENT & FUTURE:
	This is why evil and suffering still exist. But these things will cease when Jesus returns and makes all things new.
	For now, Satan is called “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4). This doesn’t mean he’s equal with God, but it means that he has influence over the current world system and over people who don’t belong to Jesus Christ.
	Why does God want to do things this way? I’m not entirely sure. This is a mystery to me.
	But part of the answer is that He wants to tell a large, captivating story through His Church: a story that’s also made up of millions of smaller stories of the individual people He’s redeemed.
	So in the meantime, since the God of the Bible is real and we’re His children, let’s do our best to obey His will. Let’s preach the gospel, make disciples of all nations, and demonstrate God’s Kingdom on earth.

	CO-HEIRS:
	To wrap up this chapter on the Kingdom of God, I think the best way is to talk about one of the most powerful truths about it: we are co-heirs with Christ

	We are part of God’s family because we’ve been adopted into it. Jesus is our King, but He’s also our Eldest Brother. And together with Him, we are co-heirs. That means everything that belongs to Jesus from the Father also belongs to us.
	Now, in a legal and positional sense, this is already true. Jesus is the true Heir of all things, and because we are united with Him, what is His is ours.
	But in a temporary, practical sense, we don’t fully experience it yet on earth. For now, we get to walk in our inheritance progressively, according to our Heavenly Father’s wisdom and timing.
	And He has a process that makes us ready to walk more and more in this inheritance:
	Think of this life like a gym
	or training ground, and the “weights” that God uses to train us are often difficulties, suffering, and hardship.
	Yeah, I know that’s a downer to read. But to be clear: God doesn’t enjoy seeing us suffer. But suffering and difficulty are often some of the best things that produce the character of Christ in us, which is the Father’s goal.
	Just like how Jesus carried His cross, we carry ours. This means a life of self-denial, difficulty, and sometimes pain.
	God uses these things to deal with sin in us, shape our character, strip away what’s not like Him, and
	produce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.
	Remember how God’s glory is the weight of the fullness of His character?
	Well, “sharing in the sufferings of Christ” is God’s pathway to sharing His character with us. It’s done because He wants to give us Himself. He’s making us reflect and represent Him from the very core of our being. We suffer so that we may share in His glory. This is a part of our inheritance as co-heirs.
	Once God's process is finished and we're fully reigning with Christ, we’ll each still be unique, but we will look like Him. We will carry the weight of and embody His love, holiness, justice, goodness, etc.
	None of this means that the only method God uses to grow us into His likeness is suffering.
	Our Heavenly Father blesses us with every good gift. He gives us joy from His presence, provides for us, takes care of us, and wants us to enjoy our lives, too. He helps us grow through His word, community, serving, times of worship and prayer, and through
	other means as well (James 1:17, Matthew 6:31-33, Psalm 16:11, Hebrews 10:24-25).
	We have hope in the midst of trials and suffering: when Jesus returns and His Kingdom is fully manifested, we will enjoy the complete inheritance that is already ours.
	One day, we will reign with Him as beloved brothers
	and sisters who joyfully submit to our King (and
	Eldest Brother).
	So here’s the encouragement I want to leave you with as we finish this chapter:
	You are a beloved child of God and a co-heir with Christ. Let this truth sink deep into your heart. And let it give you hope when the Lord allows suffering into your life, knowing that He’s using it so that you can share in His glory.
	WALK IN THE SPIRIT
	The last aspect of worshiping the Father in spirit & truth that I want to cover is about living it out, day by day: walking in the Spirit. Through Jesus, we get to experience a foretaste of the restored reality that He paid for on the cross. In a sense, it’s a return to Eden.
	In the Garden of Eden, the presence of God filled everything. Adam and Eve walked with Him. They knew Him intimately and relationally and were empowered to do the work He assigned them to do.
	That’s the kind of life Jesus came to restore. Now, the same presence of God that once filled the Garden lives inside of us through the Holy Spirit.
	He is actively at work in our lives, establishing God’s rule and reign in our hearts, teaching us to worship the Father in spirit & truth, and empowering us to walk in everything we’ve been talking about in this book.
	The Spirit is constantly working to make the
	Kingdom real on the inside of us, so it can flow
	out through our lives.

	And this reality, that Jesus has paid for us to experience, is something we're called to walk in more and more. So what does an Eden-like walk actually look like, practically, for those of us who are born again but still struggle with sin? Paul answers this in Galatians 5. He calls it "walking in the Spirit”:
	To give some context, right before these verses, and really throughout the whole letter to the Galatians, Paul has been fighting against false teachings.
	Some people were trying to pull believers back under parts of the Old Covenant law (things like circumcision and other requirements that Jesus had already fulfilled and therefore weren’t a requirement anymore). These false teachers were basically saying, “Yes, you start with faith in Jesus, but you have to keep the law and be good enough to stay saved.”
	Paul pushed back hard on this in the book of Galatians. He taught that no one is justified by the works of the law, meaning that nobody is made right with God by being moral enough or keeping enough rules. We’re saved by God’s grace apart from works. We cannot justify ourselves through our own effort.
	Now that we know the context, let’s break down what Paul is saying in the verses above: Paul is talking about the war going on inside every born-again Christian. It’s a battle between the Holy Spirit and our flesh (not
	our physical bodies, but our sinful nature).
	And he tells us that if we walk by the Spirit, then we won’t gratify the desires of the flesh. This means that through our relationship with the Holy Spirit, we can learn to walk in step with Him, and while we’re in that state of walking in the Spirit, we won’t walk in sin.
	But because this is a battle, we can go between a state of the flesh (our old nature) and a state of the Spirit (our new nature, led by the Holy Spirit). The goal is that, progressively, over time, we learn how to walk in the Spirit more and more.
	The Apostle Paul also tells us that if we’re led by the Spirit, we’re not under the law.
	When he uses the word “law” here, he’s referring to the Law of Moses (the Old Covenant system found in the Torah). This law had a purpose: to reveal our sin and show us how much we need a Savior. But this law had no power to make anyone holy or help us actually keep it. Instead, it brought a curse and condemnation with it if you broke it.
	Because Jesus fulfilled that law perfectly, we’re no longer under it, and we’re freed from its curse.
	Now we live under a new reality, what Paul calls the Law of Christ or the Law of the Spirit (this is God’s universal, unchanging moral standard for all of humanity). And instead of trying to keep this law on our own, the Holy Spirit empowers us to walk in it.
	The new paradigm we’re in is one where, instead of constantly focusing on what we’re doing wrong and the specific rules that tell us what we shouldn’t do, we’re now focused on our relationship with God and
	obeying Him moment-by-moment with His help.
	Alright, I know this can sound like you need to be perfect or you’ll lose your salvation. But that’s not
	what Paul is saying here. If he were saying that, he’d
	be contradicting everything else he wrote in the
	same letter.
	Paul is describing the kind of life that is separated from God, one that is lived completely according to the flesh. He’s basically saying, “If someone doesn’t know Jesus and is just living by their sinful nature, this is the kind of behaviour that flows out of them.”
	And then he warns that those who live this way as their regular life, without repentance, will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
	In him saying this, he’s not saying that if you’re a believer and ever stumble, fall, or struggle with one of these things, then you’re done; you’re going to Hell.
	To the Christian, Paul is saying, “This is who you used to be. This is your old sinful nature. But you’re a new person now with a new nature. You have the Holy Spirit living inside of you. These are the kinds of things that the Holy Spirit is warring against in your life if you’re truly born again.”
	So I want you to breathe. If you belong to the Father, then if you fall back into something on this list, mess up, or even try running away from God in these kinds
	of things, the Holy Spirit will not leave you alone.
	It may take time, because our Father is outside of time and patient, but at some point, He will convict you. He will discipline you according to whatever is best for you to come back to Him, also according to His wisdom, all because He loves you (Hebrews 12:6-11).
	God works in our lives to deal with the flesh. This doesn’t mean we’ll be sinlessly perfect in this life, but these things are no longer who we are.
	A scripture that I think is helpful alongside what we’re breaking down is:
	This passage tells us to fear God. But we have to understand this properly:
	That doesn’t mean He’s going to kick us out of His family when we mess up, nor does it mean having constant anxiety or terror about God.
	Rather than this, the true fear of God is a healthy reverence (the highest form of respect) and awe
	of Him because of who He is.
	Yes, there is an aspect of trembling, but it’s not the kind that destroys you. From my own experience, because God is our loving Father, that trembling is actually cleansing and exhilarating.
	When you encounter the almighty holy God of the Bible, your whole being responds to the weight of His being. And because He loves you so deeply, it becomes one
	of the most beautiful experiences you can have.
	Here’s what I’m trying to get across: if you are born again, you don’t have to live in constant fear of losing your place in God’s family. Instead, we live with a healthy fear of our Heavenly Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, knowing that He is the living God who is actively at work in our lives.
	So if this is all true, the logical response is this: “God, I know I’m not perfect, but I want to live for You. Help me live for You.” And then you actually try. You learn the lessons as you go. You let Him work in you.
	This is not “lordship salvation,” where you’re only truly saved if you perform well enough. And it’s not “easy believism,” where you just pray a prayer and live however you want with no change.
	This is relational salvation. God has saved you. He is your Father. You are His. And because He loves you, He is committed to working in your life: shaping you, correcting you, and transforming you over time.
	That’s how this whole thing works.
	Now, with all of this said, I want to break down what each sin Paul mentioned in Galatians 5:19-21 means:
	This list isn’t exhaustive. Paul ends it with “and the like,” meaning that these are examples of what living according to the flesh looks like.
	If you’re walking in any of these right now and the
	Holy Spirit lives in you, there’s probably a struggle going on inside of you.
	And it’s a good sign if you’re struggling. That reveals that you belong to God. So don’t read this list with unhealthy fear; read it with hope, knowing that you will inherit the Kingdom, and because you will, God is working in your life now to cleanse you from the flesh and make you look more like His Son.
	Think of the sin nature like a pollutant, while the Holy Spirit is the cure. When He moves in, He takes ownership and cuts away the fleshly nature piece by piece, progressively establishing His ownership.
	The Spirit is the “living water” that springs up from the inside out, continually cleansing and refreshing us. This washing is an ongoing, internal work of the Spirit.
	Something important to notice is that Paul doesn’t say “the fruits of the Spirit.” He says the fruit of the Spirit, singular. These 9 qualities are not nine separate things we have to try to produce on our own. They are nine different aspects of one fruit.
	And in its essence, the fruit of the Spirit is simply this: looking more and more like Jesus. As we walk in the Spirit, He grows His character in us.
	There are other virtues God grows in us too when we walk in the Spirit (like humility, courage, contentment, and more), but these 9 are the specific fruit that Paul mentions in this passage.
	With that said, I want to break down what each
	aspect of the fruit of the Spirit looks like:
	Love: Selfless, sacrificial love that puts others first and seeks their good according to truth.
	Joy: A deep, steady gladness that comes from knowing God, not our circumstances. This is something that comes from His presence.
	Peace: Wholeness and settled calmness that comes from being right with God. This transcends circumstances.
	Patience: The ability to endure people and difficult situations without giving up or lashing out.
	Kindness: Practical actions and help given to others out of love and generosity.
	Goodness: Moral integrity and righteousness.
	Faithfulness: Being reliable, trustworthy, and keeping our word.
	Gentleness: This doesn’t mean to be weak. It means strength under control. Power that is tender and humble.
	Self-control: Mastery over our desires and impulses rather than being ruled by them.

	When we walk in the Spirit, this fruit is produced in us, and the result is that we look more and more like our King.
	This fruit reveals what humanity was meant to look like in the Garden of Eden before anything went wrong. God's character was meant to flow out of people who simply knew and walked with Him.
	This passage isn’t saying that in order to belong to Jesus, you have to do enough good works and crucify your own flesh. When we look at the grammar and the tense Paul uses in the Greek, it's those who "have crucified the flesh" in the past tense.
	Paul is saying that because you are born again, the old you (your flesh with all its passions
	This doesn’t mean that your flesh vanishes altogether because, as we already know, there is an ongoing battle between the flesh and the Spirit. What it does mean is that the flesh is no longer your master.
	In a positional sense, the flesh is dealt with. Practically speaking, God applies this reality to us over time. And when Jesus returns, the flesh will be entirely done away with.
	Understanding this helps us to understand the next verse about living in the Spirit and then walking in step with the Spirit:
	Paul just got done saying that the old self is crucified with Christ, and then, in the very next breath, he says we live by the Spirit. Both of these statements are already true of you the moment you're born again.
	And because both are already true, "walking in step with the Spirit" isn't chasing something you don't yet have; it's living out what you already have.
	So when Paul says to walk in step with the Spirit, he's calling us to let the Holy Spirit progressively apply the new self to our daily lives; to let Him keep cutting away the old nature that's already been crucified in Christ.
	Paul is saying, "You're already a new person. So let what's dead stay dead. Let the fleshly nature be cut
	off, and let the new you (the real you in Christ) shine more and more."
	All throughout this book, we’ve been talking about worshiping the Father in spirit & truth and all the different realities that come with it.
	To bring this all together, I want to capture the heart of what we’ve been talking about in Galatians and also Romans 5:3-5: God’s obstacle course.
	The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are committed to making us who we already are in Christ.
	Just like what we covered in the weightlifting analogy in the previous chapter, God allows trials, challenges, and hardship into our lives, not because He enjoys watching us struggle, but because growth rarely happens in comfort.
	God’s obstacle course is custom-tailored by Him for each one of His children. Because we are all unique, the Father designs a unique path for every one of us. He gives each of us a specific cross to carry, unique challenges and obstacles, and an assignment to fulfill here on earth.
	All of this is designed to cut away the old nature and to let the new us in Christ become more visible.
	And here’s the good news: you don’t run this course alone. The Holy Spirit is your Personal Trainer. He walks with you through every obstacle.
	THE WILDERNESS:
	To be clear: I’m not talking about going into the desert or a forest. The wilderness is a period of time in our lives that the Spirit leads us into that’s marked by spiritual dryness, testing, waiting, or difficulty. It’s a time when the things that used to comfort us are stripped away so we learn to depend on God.
	An example of this is our Lord being led by the Spirit into the wilderness for forty days before He began His public ministry (Matthew 4:1).
	In the wilderness:
	Whenever God leads us into the wilderness, it’s purposeful. There are lessons you learn in it that you otherwise would never grasp. It can really suck while you’re in it, but after it’s over, you’ll be grateful.
	Don’t lose heart if you’re in the wilderness. The same Spirit that leads you into it will lead you through it and eventually out of it in power.

	THEOSIS:
	This is a beautiful historic Christian term. And I think it beautifully captures what God is ultimately doing
	in us as we worship Him in spirit & truth.

	Simply put, theosis is the process by which we become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). This means that by God’s grace, the Holy Spirit works in us so deeply that we begin to share in God’s own life (His character, His love, His wisdom, His holiness, His power, His glory, etc.). This all happens through relationship with Him.
	We don't do this by becoming God ourselves or losing our humanity. Instead, we do this by receiving His life and presence in a real, transformative way. We participate in whom God is while remaining fully human and distinct from Him.
	Just as Jesus took on our humanity, He now invites
	us, by the Holy Spirit, to partake in His divine life so that we become more and more like Him from the inside out.
	This is what Jesus was offering the woman at the well. When He spoke of the living water that would become a fountain springing up inside her, He was talking about the Holy Spirit coming to dwell in her, transforming her, and making her brand new with the life of God.
	Everything in this book comes back to theosis:
	Friendship with God isn’t just about behaving better or following rules. It’s the God of the universe restoring a relationship with you and, over time, making you
	Through Him filling you with His life, you become a living reflection of Jesus and are empowered to worship the Father in spirit & truth with all that you are.
	CONCLUSION

	OUTRO
	And with that, you have finished the Foundations Collection of discipleship books!
	I hope that you’re not only inspired but that you’ve started to take on a whole new worldview: one that’s centered on the reality of what Jesus has ushered in and all the different parts of it we’ve explored together.
	Even though you’ve completed these books, there is still so much more to grow into in your relationship with God. You’re on a lifelong journey with Him.
	Also, there are two more collections of teachings:
	In the meantime, keep getting to know God more deeply and let the Holy Spirit lead you. We’re excited that you’re part of the Holy Spirit Movement, and we can’t wait to see Jesus’ rule and reign touch every nation, every sphere, and every life.
	The Kingdom of God is at hand!
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