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PREFACE

INTRO

Hey, I'm excited to talk about the fear of the Lord with
you. This is a topic where there's lots of confusion and
mixed messages, and if holy fear is misunderstood, it
becomes unhealthy and counterproductive.

If you want to go deep in your friendship with God, the
fear of the Lord is not optional. It's not an outdated
concept, legalistic, or something to avoid. It's God's
treasure and what ultimately leads us to living a life of
fulfillment in His Kingdom.

One of the best things about the fear of the Lord is that
it brings many blessings and benefits with it.

This book isn't written to scare or overwhelm you. It's
written to help you understand, experience, and grow in
the true fear of God so that every part of your life is
properly centered around Jesus. If you grasp this
concept, you'll discover a gift that keeps on giving, and
you'll grow in the kind of worship that pleases God.

| want to caution you that | cover touchy subjects in
some parts of this book, particularly in my testimony.
This book is intended for mature audiences. 4



| also don't go as in-depth into some parts of

my story. If you're unfamiliar with it, please read
about it here: https://holyspiritmovement.ca/liquid-
love-of-the-creator/

Please note that | mention some mature subjects in this
book, so using discretion is advised.

With all of this said, let's begin!


https://holyspiritmovement.ca/liquid-love-of-the-creator/
https://holyspiritmovement.ca/liquid-love-of-the-creator/

CHAPTER 1

DEFINITIOIN

In this chapter, I'm going to give a working definition of
the fear of the Lord and talk about some of the benefits
that it brings.

To fear God means you have a deep awareness,
dread, reverence, awe, and enjoyment of God that is
born from encountering His holiness, beauty, and
terrifying potency.

Okay. Okay. | know words like dread and terrifying
might immediately turn you off. This may sound
unhealthy and toxic, but just give me time to break this
anclilent concept down and show you how beneficial it
really is.

Holy fear is the response of the human heart when it
begins to see God as He truly is. | don't believe you can
have the true fear of the Lord without knowing Him
relationally. This is something that, yes, is theological,
but it transcends theology at the same time.

The fear of God | have has come from meeting Jesus
face-to-face, encountering God's holy presence,
understanding His severity and His intense love. 6



Because we belong to God through Jesus, the fear of
the Lord isn't to be afraid of Him; it's to be aware of
and deeply respect who He is. In it, there's a tension
between awe and dread, terror and enjoyment.

It's like this: even though a part of me is terrified of
God in His holiness, at the exact same time, He's so
beautiful, wonderful, and loving that I'm drawn to Him.

And because I'm His adopted son whom He loves, |
know | can come to Him boldly and be embraced
despite the fact that He is the unchanging, awe-
inspiring, holy God of the Bible to whom angels cry out
in sheer trembling admiration and worship.

It's not that God is some kind of monster; it's that He's
so utterly unique and different from anything He's
created that a created being can do nothing but
respond to Him when they encounter even a glimpse of
His glory, holiness, and majesty.

God’s so pure that when a sinful being is in His
presence, it's like they're completely exposed, even
able to clearly see things about themselves that
they've been running from.

This is the holy God of the Bible, and I'm just so
grateful that He's adopted me, that He's my Heavenly
Father. I'm thankful | get to experience and know Him
in His love, rather than experience His wrath and
separation from deep friendship with Him.

Fearing God means you see that He is holy, all-
powerful, supreme, magnificent, loving, the most
intelligent, perfect, beautiful, and worthy of worship
because of who He is. 7



I'll dive deeper into different aspects of the fear of the
Lord in the next chapters. For now, let me explain
some of the benefits of the fear of the Lord and

what it produces.

BENEFITS OF HOLY FEAR

1) It Ends Dead Religion

The thing that I'd say is consistent between all different
kinds of Christians who live under dead religion is that
they have a form of faith that is void of the true fear of
God. It's easy to be hypocritical, judgmental, and all
about image when your vision of God is wrong.

But when the true fear of God comes, all masks fall
off, religious performance stops, and radical honesty
and a desire to help people take the place of
hypocritical judgment.

Why does this happen? Because you cannot have the
attitude of a prideful person who looks down on others
for their sin when you're so aware of your own before
the God who sees all, including your motives.

It's not that God doesn't call us to live moral lives or to
even practice a healthy form of judgment; it's that He
calls us to do these things with humility, recognizing
that without God's constant help, we're just like
anybody else.

Fearing God makes us see that we're no better than
anyone; this translates to people who struggle with
different sins than we do. With holy fear, instead of
looking down on someone, we'll desire to help them. 8



And this help is given from a place of mutual
understanding and respect; it's done with a recognition
that even though we're different people, we're the same
and on an equal playing field before God.

When a Christian has the true fear of God, they'll treat
Jesus as the Center of their lives, and because of this,
the way they think and behave will be different.

Churches that fear God aren't legalistic or abusive;
they're beacons of hope because they see and, by the
Holy Spirit living in them, shine God's light.

The cure for all dead religion is the fear of the Lord. It's
one of the best things you could ever receive.

2) It Brings Deeper Friendship With God

This is the greatest reward of holy fear. Even though it
brings many blessings besides this, nothing compares
to knowing God and experiencing Him.

People who fear God get to walk closely with Him and
know Him intimately.

Psalm 33:18 (NIV): “The eyes of the LORD are on those
who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love.”

3) It Brings Blessings, Favor, & Protection

God gives those who fear Him understanding,
provision, guidance, wisdom, empowerment,
knowledge, and more in a way that many people,

including other followers of Jesus, may miss out on. 9



Someone who fears God has the clarity and
teachability to handle the blessings He gives them with
His wisdom, empowerment, and guidance.

When | say that God provides for those who fear
Him, | don't mean that He gives them luxury or
abundant finances, although at times God may
provide that for those who fear Him if it's His will
for a specific person. | mean that He takes
responsibility for those who fear Him.

The person who fears God is protected by Him; He'll
protect you from deception and destruction. This
doesn't mean you'll never experience suffering, but it
does mean that God will guard you from certain traps.

4) It Purifies Us For Obedience & Empowers Us To
Walk In Our God-Given Purpose

The more the fear of the Lord grows in us, the more we
will see God rightly, and because we see Him correctly,
we'll see evil for what it really is and begin to hate it
(Proverbs 8:13).

With holy fear comes God's process of purification. It
cleanses our motives, desires, mindset, and actions, all
so that we can love, worship, and obey Jesus as He
designed us to.

Through the fear of the Lord, obedience becomes a
normal part of our life. We don't just obey God when we
feel like it; we choose to obey because we fear Him.
When a person who fears God sins, they're grieved
because of their love for God and quickly confess

their sin and repent. 10



Those of us who fear God are given access to grace
(empowerment) from the Holy Spirit to help us obey
and walk in Jesus’ purpose for our lives as citizens of
His Kingdom.

And all of this obedience is not characterized by self-
pity, gloom, cowardice, or self-hatred; this obedience
looks like someone who is confident in God and
energetically takes on the life He gave them.

If you grasp the true fear of God, you'll discover
fulfillment walking in God's purposes, even if His
purposes bring suffering into your life.

This is because our joy doesn't come from
circumstances; it comes from knowing God Himself,
receiving His life (energy, love, empowerment,
character), and obeying out of love for Him from the
place of knowing Him.

1



CHAPTER 2

AW ARENESS

How aware are you of God?

| mean, in the day-to-day. Do you acknowledge that
He's with you, that He sees you, that He lives inside
of you, and that He even knows exactly what you're
going through?

And let’s be real: are you living for Him, moment by
moment? Do you do life with God, or do you just treat
God like He's a small part of your day or week?

The person who fears God is deeply aware of Him.

They don't just attend a small group, listen to a sermon
here or there, or briefly think about God because they
saw a video about Him on TikTok; this person lives,
breathes, and walks in a conscious awareness of God's
presence; they're constantly tuned into His voice;
they're seeking His guidance, and they live for Him.

God isn't just a theological idea that we mentally
assent to. He doesn't just show up when we decide to
think about Him. He's always here, with us right now.
He's guiding our lives, even when we're not aware. 12



The person who fears God is aware that God is
involved in their life regardless of their conscious
awareness. And because they've been awakened to the
truth of His existence, holiness, and matchless love,
they live in the light of the truth of His nearness.

Acts 17:28 (NIV): “For in him we live and move and have
our being.” Proverbs 15:3 (NLT): “The LORD is watching
everywhere, keeping his eye on both the evil and the good.”

With the fear of the Lord comes the fine-tuning of our
sight: in it, we finally see reality as it is. We understand
and experience a loving, holy God who is also our
Judge, the One who is the Ground of Reality in whom
we live and breathe; this God is the One who sees all
that we do, whether good or evil.

There's nothing that God doesn't see, and because we
know this truth, we live under accountability. Even if no
other human being sees what we do, we repent and
attempt to live a pure life in secret because we know
our Heavenly Father sees us (Matthew 6:1-6).

What good is it to live for the applause of people? To
live and breathe for them to think highly of you?

It's better to live for an audience of one: God.

| say this because people’s opinions shift and change
day-by-day. They're subjective, and if they're the thing
that grounds you, you'll crumble under their weight.

Because the person who fears God is consciously
aware that God's watching, loves them, and cares
about what they do, they desire Him to be pleased
with their actions and hang on His every word

about them, rather than people’s words. 13



Don't think that I'm telling you to be unloving if you fear
God; on the contrary, when you're set free from valuing
the opinions of others too much or being afraid of what
people will think, you're also set free to love people
with a pure love that isn't self-seeking.

| also don't want you to think I'm saying you'll no longer
value feedback, criticism, or even praise from people.
I'm just saying that the fear of the Lord puts all of these
things in their proper perspective and makes you a
healthier person.

Imagine what your life would be like if you were fully

aware and even experiencing God's presence as you go
about your day. You can be aware:

» While you're working * In a conversation
* Reading a book or playing a game e« Drinking coffee

My point is that at any moment of your day, you can
connect with God, tune in to His voice, worship Him,
and love Him.

A lifestyle of continuous, conscious connection with
God is possible through the fear of the Lord.

14



CHAPTER 3

DREAD

One of the most difficult and traumatic things I've gone
through was experiencing the atmosphere of Hell, albeit
only for a few seconds.

This happened only about 8 months after | first met
Jesus face-to-face, and it came at a time when | was
resisting the call of God on my life because of fear of
what people would think, sin | wasn't ready to let go of,
and anger at God for even calling me in the first place.

Having been around different churches, I've seen two
extremes of the Christian faith: (1) Hyper-Legalistic,
Wrathful Christianity & (2) Toxically Positive, Self-
Centered, Cotton-candy Christianity

One leaves you with a version of God that'’s, well... evil.
It leaves you unsure of your standing with Him, makes
you scared that you'll lose your salvation, and is simply
not worthy of worship at all; the other leaves you with a
God who will never confront you, correct you, or
discipline you.

But here’s the thing about the real Jesus: He's both the
loving God of the Bible who hangs out with sinners
and He's the Judge who calls all to repentance. 15



The same Jesus who didn’t distance Himself from me
when | was LGBTQ+ and showed me radical love is the
same Jesus who confronted me about my sin of
cowardice later on and gave me an experience of Hell,
which | needed so that | could repent.

8 months before | experienced Hell, | saw this Jesus;
He physically healed me from self-harm and changed
my desires, making me no longer desire men (He didn't
make me straight either).

Jesus changed my life and showed me radical love,
shocked me out of my atheism, and then... because He
didn't want me to stay stuck in my own stubbornness
and fear, confronted me with Hell.

Now, | bet you're wondering what the experience was
like. Well, around 2 am on June 14", 2024, Jesus came
into my room, and suddenly | was transported to Hell,
and | saw a vision of myself lying dead with Him as the
Lamb next to me (His presence as the Lamb is directly
out of the Bible, by the way, in Revelation 14).

| felt what God's wrath in the Lake of Fire feels like.
Here's my best attempt to describe it:

o | felt emptied of all life. o | felt exposed.

o | felt completely dead, o | felt stripped of everything,
like I was infinitely dying. especially hope.

Even now, as | write about this experience, | still
shudder. Again, my experience only lasted a couple of
seconds, and when it was all said and done, the Holy
Spirit loudly said to me:

“Fear God." 16



In Matthew 10:28 (NIV), Jesus says: "Do not be
afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy

both soul and body in Hell."

You might be wondering how a loving God could do
such a thing to me and how Jesus could say what He
said in Matthew 10:28.

You might even be thinking something like: “Doesn't the
Bible say perfect love casts out all fear? Isn't God a
loving God? So why is there a dread aspect to the fear of
God? Isn't that a contradiction? Isn’t this unhealthy?”

Well, first, the Bible does say that perfect love casts
out all fear in 1 John 4:18. However, the thing we need
to understand is that there are different flavours of fear
in the Bible, which we can understand by looking at the
original language.

When we read the word “fear” in the Greek of 1 John
4:18, it's addressing a specific kind of fear.

John is telling us that God's perfect love (which
includes holy fear) casts out ungodly forms of fear like
fear of God's judgment, fear of separation from God,
fear of man, fear of harm, etc.

As children of God, we aren’t to have an unhealthy
dread or fear that God will punish us in the sense of
kicking us out of His family. We also aren't to think
He's out to get us and is looking for any opportunity
He can to discipline us.

So, with this in mind, in Matthew 10:28, Jesus is
telling us as believers to have a healthy dread
of God that frees us from other fears. 17



As God's children, we're to be absolutely aware of His
power, authority, and holiness. Jesus is literally telling
us to recognize: “Holy crap, God could end my life
whenever He wants. My life is held in His hands. No
one can harm me (physically, verbally, reputationally,
etc.) unless He allows it.”

However, none of this is meant to cause panic attacks
or unhealthy anxiety; instead, Jesus tells us this right
after what He said in verse 28:

Matthew 10:29-31 (NIV): “Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father. And even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. So do not be
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”

The person who fears God has a healthy dread.

This is similar to how a child knows their parent loves
them and knows their parent would never disown them,
but... the child is very aware that their parent will
discipline them if necessary.

A healthy dread in the fear of God isn't about being
afraid of God revoking our salvation; it's about being
aware that our Heavenly Father cares for us and will do
whatever is necessary to help us walk in His plan for
our life because He loves us and we are worth
everything to Him.

When you have a proper fear of God gmeaning that you
recognize His absolute power over life, death, and
eternity), you are freed from fearing anything else.
And even though learning this may start out rough at
first, it brings peace, long-term change, and God's
benefits. It is liberating, not something toxic! 18



Hebrews 12:6,8 (ESV): "The Lord disciplines the one
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives...
If you are left without discipline... then you are
illegitimate children and not sons.”

©

Did you know that spoiling a child and not disciplining
them is considered abuse?

That child, when they grow up and have to face the real
world, is in for a world of hurt, or at the very least, may
end up toxic, entitled, self-centered, and unfortunately

hurting other people.

If God is love, and His goal is to make us like Jesus
Christ, wouldn't it be unloving for Him to leave us to our
own devices or neglect us or not do what's needed to
help us change?

According to the logic of the above verse, God
disciplining us doesn't mean that He's against us;
instead, it's proof that He loves us, it's proof that we
are His children, and it's proof of our worth.

Something | want you to know about the Father’s
discipline is that He never does anything that would
hinder us from becoming like Jesus. What | mean is
that He has all wisdom and knowledge, and therefore
knows what we actually need to grow.

This means that His discipline may look different
depending on the situation and may even look different
depending on the person. For example:

« He may let you face the consequences of your actions.

» He may allow the enemy to attack you.

» He may allow suffering of various forms. 19



» He may allow persecution, rejection, etc., in your life.

» He may confront you in a way similar to how He did me.

| don’t want you to take away from this the idea that
God is quick to discipline us like this when we stray
from Him.

Sometimes His discipline looks like embracing us with
His presence, restoring us when we've failed Him,
sending someone to bless us when we don't deserve it,
healing us emotionally or physically, or other
unexpected ways of getting us to come back to Him.

Furthermore, sometimes the above methods of
discipline don't happen in response to something we've
done wrong; sometimes God brings discipline into our
lives simply for the purpose of training us in
righteousness and making us like Jesus.

So, if discipline comes into your life, don’t always
assume it's something you did wrong!

Here's the point I'm trying to make with all of this:

A healthy dread looks like a child of God being deeply
aware that their Heavenly Father can do whatever He
wants and is deeply committed to their growth. They
acknowledge that they live in His world, not the other
way around. They know that He will discipline them to
train them in righteousness because He loves them.

Now, let’s bring this full circle: my experience of Hell is
exactly what / needed to grow and take God seriously.
The results of it have been overwhelmingly positive!
For example, immediately after it, | got my crap
together and became very disciplined. 20



| also don't struggle as much with anxiety or crippling
fear. Whenever | face something I'm afraid of, my
relationship with fear is very different now than it was.

When it comes to fearing what people’s opinions of me
are, | don't care as much as | used to. In fact, | catch
myself at times, noticing that | responded to
someone’s criticism of me in a very different way than
how | would've in the past. It's weird to go from being
tormented by certain social interactions to being more
confident because of God.

Most likely, you won't need an experience like what |
had. God will do whatever you actually need so that you
can grow. If an experience like mine would harm you
long-term, He won't do it. God's discipline is always
about restoration and helping us be like Him.

Because of my personality, psychology, and, of course,
God’s wisdom, He saw it fit to give me this experience
as part of my process of growth in His Kingdom. And
even though | wasn't grateful for a while, I'm now
grateful for Him disciplining me the way He did.

Psalm 119:71 (ESV): “It is good for me that | was afflicted,
that | might learn your statutes.”

To finish this chapter, | want to draw a clear distinction
between unhealthy dread and healthy dread. That way,
you're left knowing exactly how to think about this
aspect of the fear of the Lord and can move forward
with Jesus properly.

Unhealthy dread looks like a tormenting anxiety and
paralyzing terror that leaves you full of insecurity and
shame. It looks like thinking all you are to God is an
unloved slave, not a child, who only expects

punishment, rejection, and hardship. 21



When you have this unhealthy dread, you'll want to run
away from God because you are scared of Him. In this
state of mind, all you see Him as is a tyrant and
unpredictable drill sergeant.

However, a healthy dread looks like deep respect for
your Heavenly Father and having sober caution about
His discipline, holiness, and authority. All of this is
rooted in love and security because you know you're
His child and are fully accepted by Him.

Rather than a legalistic tyrant version of God or a
cotton-candy version of Him, you understand that He is
the Lion of Judah who is also the Lamb that was slain
so you could belong to Him.

The same holy God of the Bible that angels shudder at
is also your Heavenly Father. He holds you in His hands
and values you beyond anything you could fathom. This
truth is meant to birth a great security and confidence,
not unhealthy anxiety or panic.

Finally, a healthy dread is normally the first aspect of
holy fear to grow when God gives us the fear of the
Lord. However, there is more than just this aspect. I'm
excited to share 3 more aspects over the course of the
next chapters.

22



CHAPTER 4

REVERENCE

Reverence means having the highest form of honor and
respect for God. It looks like having a dread of
displeasing Him and wanting to live the way He
designed you to. This means being afraid of grieving
Him because you respect Him so much.

It looks like having a heart and life that says, "Because
| know who You are and what You can do, | will treat
You, Your commandments, and Your creation with
supreme honor."

Those who revere God live a lifestyle of true worship
that is characterized by godly actions.

©

A person who reveres God sees Him rightly and
therefore grows in a hatred of evil. Even though it can
start this way, this hatred isn't because the person is
afraid of God's discipline; rather, they see reality rightly
and understand why God's commands are there in the
first place. They hate the stench of sin and injustice,
and because of this, they seek to repent of their
own sin and honor God by how they live.

Proverbs 8:13 (NLT): “All who fear the LORD will hate
evil. Therefore, | hate pride and arrogance, corruption
and perverse speech.”

23



When you revere God, you take Him seriously. You're
not nonchalant about Him. | mean, how could you be?
He's the King of the Universe and, for some reason, He
wants something to do with you!

Practically speaking, what would your life look like if
you embodied a holy reverence day-to-day?

Maybe you'd treat what seems insignificant and
mundane with the utmost care because the King is with
you, cares about your actions, and is watching. These
everyday things might become moments of worship
rather than a bore.

Here are some other examples of how you would live:

» You would guard your speech: Not only about God Himself,
but also about how you communicate with other people.
You'd take your tone, words, and how you communicate
seriously because you know God not only loves you but
also loves the people you talk with.

» You would take care of yourself: Because your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit, you would seek to exercise, eat
well, think well, and, overall, treat yourself the way anyone
would expect a beloved child of God to be treated.

» You would work with excellence: Everything you do is now
mainly done for an audience of One. Because of this, you
ensure that you grow in your skill set and productivity so that
your work brings honor to God and points people to Him.

» You would live with integrity: The person you are in public
is consistent with who you are in private. You are honest;
you apologize and repent for mistakes, and you do your
best to handle matters of life with care.

» You would treat others differently: Your heart begins to
look like God'’s heart for people. You see their value,
speak up for victims, walk in justice, and help people. 24



Colossians 3:23 (NLT): “Work willingly at whatever
you do, as though you were working for the Lord
rather than for people.”

©

Whether you're washing dishes, volunteering, or
messaging someone online, if you revere God, you do
these things with Him and for Him. Your life isn't
compartmentalized between “this is for God” and “this
is my own life”; instead, you recognize that all of your
life belongs to God.

Psalm 127:1 (ESV): “Unless the LORD builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.”

Lastly, the person who lives in a reverent fear of God

seeks to walk in God's purpose for their life; they seek

to know God relationally and live for His Kingdom.

There is a big difference between bringing our dreams
to God and asking Him to bless our plans, versus
bringing them to Him and asking Him to reveal His plan
for us and help us walk in it.

I'm not saying that if you have a desire to dance, start a
business, be an actor, or become a pastor, that God will
shut that down. What I'm saying is that we need to take
these things to Him and seek to follow His will for our
lives. Sometimes He will redirect us, and at other

times He will say, ‘I love this dream you have. Go

for it! Do it for Me.”

My question for you as we close this chapter is this:

Will you revere God with all that you are? Will you
live for Him every day and seek to walk in His will?

Or will you settle for less? ’c



CHAPTER 5

AWE

What makes you ecstatic or leaves you jaw-dropped?

It could be our smallness in comparison to the
vastness of the universe, the beauty of the northern
lights in the night sky, the intricacies of quantum
mechanics, new music you've discovered, a movie, a
moving life story, or even a food you tried while on
vacation (any foodies here?).

God Himself is awe-inspiring in all that He is. The
person who fears Him knows they’ll never fully grasp
the expanse of all there is to discover about Him, and
this leaves them in a wondrous awe that draws them
closer to Him.

When [ first encountered Jesus, | knew He was holy, all-
powerful, completely pure, so intelligent that it was
daunting, and part of me experienced holy dread,
knowing | was sinful and unworthy of seeing Him... Yet,
| was drawn to His beauty. | was totally awestruck!

| saw and began to understand something that | had
previously studied and even taught but clearly didn't
grasp: God’s perfection and matchlessness. 26



Here's the thing: Even though God can reveal specific
aspects of Himself, and those aspects are
overwhelmingly magnificent on their own, God isn't
made up of parts. He is one unified Being. He isn't one
part love, one part wrath, one part intelligence, and one
part holiness. He just is.

In who He is as this One God, He is utterly complete
and whole in Himself. He doesn't need anyone to tell
Him who He is or to complete Him. There's no higher
power that makes our God the One True God.

He just is.

There's no growing for Him; there's no learning; there's
no timeline He depends on. He is utterly perfect,
lacking nothing.

When | encountered Jesus, | saw the One to whom
nothing can be compared. | couldn’t put Him in a box
and be like “yeah, I've seen this before...” His very
being shattered my categories because nothing in all of
the universe compares to Him. He was matchless in
every way!

Every attribute He possesses is matchless. He is
perfect and doesn't change, and He doesn't need our
permission to be who He is. He just is.

Since encountering Jesus a few years ago, I've

thought deeply about what | saw; I've studied church
history to see different believers’ experiences of God
and how they explained their encounters with Him; I've
studied the scriptures to understand Him more, and
despite all my learning, I've come to know that I'll never
exhaust discovering more about this infinite,
mysterious, perfect, matchless, and holy God. 927



Here's something that blew my mind about God after
coming back to the faith: the Trinity. Realizing the
Trinity was true absolutely floored me.

Things were different than they were before when | was
a preacher and taught about the doctrine of the Trinity.
Now, | actually knew it was true, and | had no
explanation for how it worked. | was just left amazed at
how One God could somehow be Three Persons!

Let me share another story about how great God is: |
never thought I'd see Jesus; that encounter wasn't
something that was in the wheelhouse of things |
thought I'd experience. So, after seeing Him, | didn't
expect to see anything more, yet | have.

God showed me the 7 Spirits of God that are before His
throne (Revelation 4, Isaiah 11). | saw, over the course
of a couple of weeks, each manifestation of the Holy
Spirit. And even though the Bible doesn't say this
specifically, each manifestation was a different color
of the rainbow.

Not only is God a Trinity, but the 3" person of the
Trinity, the Holy Spirit, reveals Himself as the 7 Spirits
of God. These aren't 7 more persons but instead the
One Person manifesting Himself in 7 different ways.

How mind-boggling is our God? Here's the point I'm
trying to make with all of this: God isn't boring.

I'll go so far as to say that serving Him and walking in
your Kingdom purpose, though it might bring suffering,
Is also the most exciting and exhilarating thing you can
do. Why? Because you do it with God and for God, and
when you walk in your God-given purpose, you get to
know God in ways you otherwise wouldn't. 28



| pray that you come to know God in deeper ways. |
pray that you experience His manifest presence. | pray
that you don't just read about Him or hear about Him,
but that you actually know Him.

There's nothing more worthwhile than God Himself.
Even if you lose the whole world because of knowing
Him, you'll gain much more than you could ever
imagine because He is our Reward.

So | call you to stand in awe of God and to bow in a
wondrous reverence before Him. To seek after Him
with a new attitude that says, “This is a holy

adventure,” knowing that He is anything but boring.
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CHAPTER 6

ENJOYMENT

What makes you happy?

Maybe you love playing video games, hanging out with
friends, reading a book, traveling, making money,
shopping, or something else.

| believe we all need something that gives us pleasure
and enjoyment in life. This is a part of God's design.

However, the person who fears God finds their
greatest enjoyment in God Himself, and the rest of
life's pleasures are filtered through that delight.

When | saw Jesus face-to-face, | felt pleasure better
than anything on earth. It transcended any drug,
romance, obsession, fun, memorable experience, or
anything you could imagine.

And when | feel God's presence today, it energizes and
invigorates me. There’s nothing quite like the
sweetness of His presence.

Isaiah 11:3 (NKJV) says about Jesus: “His delight is
in the fear of the Lord” 30



When Jesus was on earth, He walked in the perfect fear
of the Lord, and His fear of God was a delight. Why?
Because knowmg the Father is rewarding in and of
itself, even if our life on earth is difficult.

Jesus' life wasn't easy, especially during His ministry.
He didn't have a home to stay in; people hated Him; His
disciples were wild at times; He was speaking into a
dead religious system with all the theological and
political arguments that came with it; and He willingly
died on the cross for our sins.

Yet, He experienced a fullness of joy that came from
the relationship He had with the Father and Holy Spirit
(Psalm 16:11, John 17).

Here's my point: you can have a joy and delight that
transcends your experiences. This doesn't mean you'll
never cry or have a bad day, but it does mean you'll
receive fulfillment from knowing God Himsel.

Being honest with you, this truth is something I'm
growing in, and it's what's keeping me grounded.

I've wrestled deeply with the problem of evil, suffering,
injustice, the craziness of church history, the deadness
of much of the modern church, and how | feel about
God because of all of these things.

Seeing Jesus didn't automatically answer my
questions; truthfully, it has exacerbated them.

But the truth that God Himself is enjoyable, which

| know to be true biblically and experientially

through my encounter with Jesus, keeps me
level-headed despite my struggles. 31



| know that Jesus really is all-powerful and all-knowing,
meaning that He could change things all over the world
with a snap of His fingers, but for some reason, beyond
my own understanding, He doesn't. He has some sort
of plan (and most of the time, | wish He didn’t have this
plan, but what do | know?).

Despite this, | saw in His face that even with all the
questions | have, He is somehow completely pure,
good, morally perfect, and the One in whom | find the
greatest delight.

| don't know how to reconcile what we see in the world
with our God, but because He is truth, and because I've
seen, I've come to accept that He simply is these
things, and I'll trust Him. And from this place of
acceptance, | want to get to know Him because He
gives me the greatest form of enjoyment | could have.

So, even though, as of writing this book, my physical
circumstances aren’t as good as | want them to be, my
questions continue to grow, and my heart breaks more
and more over injustice, | still love God and find my
enjoyment in knowing and obeying Him.

Mysteriously, the fear of the Lord leads us to fully
engage with God intellectually, yet this enjoyment
aspect of it transcends our intelligence.

| remember the weekend | encountered Jesus: | was at
a friend's house in another city because the Holy Spirit
put it on his heart to have me visit. He is a worship
leader, and we spent time catching up and singing
worship songs together. Even though | was agnostic,

| still enjoyed this because my friend is a good

singer and he was really in love with God. 39



His love for God, which he expressed through music,
intrigued me. This man poured out his heart before God
and seemed to have an actual connection with Him. He
seemed to actually enjoy the God of the Bible.

This was very different from the kind of Christianity |
was used to. Yes, | had moments before this of crying
during praise songs, but most of my relationship with
God was about “obey. obey. obey. If you don't, He'll
discipline you, or you'll be in trouble with the church.”

And yes, my friend lived a life of obedience, but all
of this flowed from this connection of love and delight
he had with God.

Even though at the time, | didn't believe in the God of
the Bible, [ wanted what he had.

It was at the end of this weekend that | met Jesus in
the room | was staying in at my friend's place. And in
this moment, | finally saw how beautiful God is.

Yeah, life with God can be hard, overwhelming, and very
difficult, but He is so amazing that whatever you might
lose is blown out of the water by who He is.

There’s a lot | don't understand, even though I've done
so much studying to try to gain some understanding.

Yet, one thing | do understand is that there’'s no one
quite like God. One glimpse of Him will awaken you to
the greatest hunger, drive, and enjoyment you could
ever experience; something so worthwhile that you'd
sell all you own for it or even lay down your life for it.

| invite you to experience and enjoy the
wonderful presence of God. 33



CHAPTER 7

ME ANING
OF LIFE

Now that we've discussed what the fear of the Lord is
and the 5 aspects of it that are held in tension together,
| hope this theology changes your worldview.

Imagine with me for a moment that God doesn't exist,
or at the very least, He is distant and uninvolved in His
creation. From this worldview, ask yourself: what
meaning is there to life?

This is essentially what King Solomon meant by the
phrase “life under the sun” in the book Ecclesiastes in
the Bible. This man of God initially lived for Him, but
later in his life, he fell from God and lived a life
pursuing pleasure, women, success, and more.

He wrote Ecclesiastes when he was old, reflecting on
his life as well as this “under the sun” perspective in
contrast to a life that's defined by God Himself.

Solomon's observations are, well... depressing. And |
mean, if you truly live as if this life is all there is and
follow that to its logical conclusion, I think a
depressing worldview only makes sense. 34



So, what does life look like if we only live “under the
sun”? Here are some examples:

» Maybe you get a job and spend most of your life working.
Hopefully, this job is something you enjoy, like a dream
job; otherwise, it may be miserable or at least boring.

» Maybe you try your best to live wisely in the society
you're born into; unfortunately, bad circumstances come
into your life despite all your planning. And perhaps you
end up homeless because of this, despite having gone to
university to become a doctor.

» Maybe you're one of the lucky few that hits it big in life:
you're rich and successful. Now, you get to live life the
way you want to,; you have lots of sex, party, get drunk or
high, and in the midst of all this fun, you continue to
make money off of your success.

» Maybe you're a pastor; you do your best to teach the
Bible properly, love your people, help the community, and
grow your church.

And the examples of different lives | could give are
endless, but there’s something in common with each
example | gave: none of these people actually know
God; they all live within the worldview of functional
atheism (“life under the sun”), even the pastor.

You can go to church or attend small groups, you can
sing worship songs, you can volunteer, and still live as
a functional atheist, because you don't actually live
within a conscious awareness of God that'’s birthed
from encountering and knowing Him.

If we live in the framework of “life under the sun,”
then life is just random and tedious; we wake up each
day to do our work, pay bills, maybe party or hang out
with friends, experience hardship for no reason,

and go to church only to waste our time.



If God doesn't exist (or isn't involved), then just live for
yourself, pursue your dreams, and realize that even
this, in and of itself, despite giving temporary pleasure,
is ultimately void of any meaning. All of us will die, and
the majority of us will eventually be forgotten.

But there’s some good news: at the end of a 12-chapter
book outlining the meaninglessness of “life under the
sun,” the author says this:

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (NKJV): “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, for this is man’s all. For God
will bring every work into judgment, including every
secret thing, whether good or evil.”

We're created to live for, know, and obey God! There is
no ultimate meaning apart from this.

If we want to escape the logical implications of the
“life under the sun” worldview, we need to “look above
the sun” to God. He is our Creator; He's involved in His
creation, and fearing Him and obeying His
commandments is the purpose He created

human beings for.

The person who fears God lives to glorify Him, enjoy
Him, and participate in the life that only comes
through a living relationship with Him.

Scripture teaches that creation exists for the glory of
God (God's glory is the weight and beauty of the
fullness of who He is). So, to glorify God means
recognizing the truth that everything, including our
own lives, was made to display who He is, and that
He's the One who gives us the ability to do this
(Romans 11:36, Colossians 1:16, 1 Corinthians 8:6). 3¢



We're designed to live life with God at the center of it,
in all that we do, whether it's work, leisure, being with
family or friends, or something else.

And in all these things, we're meant to acknowledge
that God is the reason we exist and can do these things
in the first place. Even if you work hard to learn a skill,
study, etc., so that you can achieve your dreams, the
person who fears God recognizes that God is the One
who enabled them to accomplish these things.

Everything God creates and does is for His glory. All
things represent Him and are meant to reflect Him.
Humanity is created to do this in a special way; it's
literally “our all” according to Ecclesiastes.

It's not that God needs us to acknowledge Him this
way, but it's that things simply do give Him glory,
regardless of their conscious involvement in doing so.

All things in creation, from the planets and stars to the
animals, to the ecosystem, to atoms, cells, and
molecules, to human beings, to our creativity, to our
scientific advancements, to our various cultures and
ethnicities, bring glory to God.

Even those who commit evil and injustice bring glory to
God. How? Well, according to the apostle Paul in
Romans 9, they will be “vessels of wrath” whom God
uses to display His holiness, righteousness, justice,
and wrath.

The person who fears God is aware that their life
brings Him glory and they intentionally live to bring
honor to God because they know that through

Christ, they're “vessels of honor.” 37



So let me ask you: are you living according to the
meaning of life? Do you fear God and obey His
commandments? Do you take Him seriously and live
for His Kingdom? Is He the center of your life, or
just a side piece?

Don't get me wrong, I'm not suggesting that if you
struggle with sin that you don't fear God. What I'm
saying is to examine who has your heart. Does God
have your heart? Or does something else have it?

| encourage you to seek God so that you can receive
and/or grow in the fear of the Lord, because living in it
is what you and | were designed for.

Also, | want you to know that if you belong to the
Father through Jesus, you're born again by the Holy
Spirit. Because of this, God will work in your life to help
you desire and be capable of doing His will, and due to
His work, you'll progressively walk more in alignment
with what it means to be a “vessel of honor.”

With all of this explored, | say to you to embrace the

meaning of life: fearing God and obeying His
commandments.
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CHAPTER 8

BEGINNING
OF WISDOM

A person who knows and fears God is truly wise.
§ Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV): “The fear of the Lord is the

beginning of wisdom.”

This doesn’t mean that a person can't be intelligent,
disciplined, productive, skilled, or knowledgeable, and
not fear God. Many people who don't fear God build
businesses, are experts, and do incredibly difficult
things. They are intelligent people who are

very skilled in practical matters.

However, they don't have true wisdom. In a biblical
worldview, they have practical wisdom, having the
ability to acquire and apply knowledge, but true wisdom
would look like them applying that knowledge in a

way that honors God, accomplishes His will, and

aligns with His morality.

Here’s my point: when Proverbs tells us that the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, it’s saying that
you cannot have true wisdom in the eyes of God

unless you're living for Him and His purposes. 39



Practical wisdom comes from God; however, for it to
be true wisdom, you have to do the correct thing, in the
best way, for the right reasons (for God).

This means that you can use practical wisdom, which
originally came from God, and twist it, thereby making
it fleshly or demonic wisdom (James 3:14-1 5¥.

The difference between godly and demonic wisdom is
that the person who walks in godly wisdom uses
practical wisdom to honor God and do His will. On the
other hand, the person who walks in demonic wisdom
uses practical wisdom to honor themselves (and/or an
idol) and do their own will.

Now, if we think back to the previous chapter about the
meaning of life, and we acknowledge that God will
judge us based on what we do for Him, then wouldn't it
be wise to seek Him, know Him, and actively do
whatever He wants us to do?

You can be the most successful, productive, and
organized person with all your ducks in a row, but if
everything you do revolves around the wrong thing,
then, biblically speaking, you're not truly wise.

Whether it's an idol (something you worship besides
God Himself, like money, sexuality, the opinions of
people, success, etc.), or simply yourself, if your life is
built around the wrong things, then you have missed
out on walking in a life of true wisdom.

You may be thinking: “What does living for God'’s
Kingdom look like, and is it really practical? Because
| need to take care of myself and generate enough
income to support my life; how can I do this if I'm

focused on God's priorities?” 40



You could also be thinking, “I’'m going to end up poor
and miserable if | follow God like you're saying.”

This isn't the case. Being poor isn't a marker of
spiritual maturity, nor is being rich. Being faithful to
God and living a life that's about Him is what makes
someone spiritually mature.

Whether rich or poor, the point is following God,
knowing Him, and being led by His Spirit. When our
mindset and priorities are right, according to Jesus,
we have no reason to worry about these things:

Matthew 6:25-34 (EASY Translation) says: “So | tell you this. You
should not worry about how to stay alive. Do not worry about the food
and drink that you need. Do not worry about the clothes that you need
to wear. Your life is more important than the food that you eat. Your
body is more important than your clothes.

Think about the wild birds. They do not plant seeds in the ground.
They do not cut down plants to eat. They have no buildings to store
food. But God, your Father in heaven, gives them food to eat. You are
much more valuable than the birds. Even if you always worry about
your life, you cannot make it as much as one hour longer!

You should not worry about your clothes. Think about how the wild

flowers grow. They do not work or make clothes for themselves. But |
tell you this. Even one wild flower is more beautiful than King Solomon
was. And King Solomon wore the most beautiful clothes.

It is God that gives beautiful clothes even to the grass. One day the
grass is growing in the field, but the next day people will cut it and
burn it. God will certainly take care of you, much more than he takes
care of the grass. You should trust him more than you do! So do not
worry about these things. Do not always say, “What will we eat?”,

or “What will we drink?”, or “What will we wear?”
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People who do not know God are always trying to get these things. But
as for you, your Father in heaven knows that you need them.

Instead, always think about the things that are important in the
kingdom of heaven. Always do what God shows you is right. Then he
will also give you the things that you need each day.

So do not worry about what might happen tomorrow. Tomorrow will
have its own problems. It is enough for you to be thinking each day
about the problems of that day.”

Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) says: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

God provides for His people. Jesus tells us to focus on
His Kingdom and growing in practical righteousness,
and to trust our Heavenly Father to provide what we
actually need.

Our needs include everyday essentials, but they also
include what's needed to accomplish God’s specific
will for our life.

For example, if you're called to run a clothing business
for the Kingdom, God will provide through whatever
means He's decided to use (whether that's through
hard work and practical wisdom, someone giving you
money, God giving you favor, etc.).

According to Deuteronomy 8:18, God is the One who
gives us the power to get wealth, and because we're in
His Kingdom, this is according to the specific path God
has called each of us to walk in.

If He wants to provide in an extraordinary supernatural
way, that’s up to Him; or if He wants to provide
through everyday means, that's up to Him. 42



God isn't against wealth or material possessions. He's
simply agalnst us living for these things rather than for
Him. He's also against us participating in unjust
practices, not being generous, and having bad
stewardship with what He gives us.

Regardless of our life situation, each of us needs to
ask ourselves, “Am [ actually advancing God's Kingdom
through what I'm pouring my time, energy, skill, and
influence into? Am | doing what the Holy Spirit is
leading me to do?”

My encouragement to you is to learn practical wisdom,
take on healthy mindsets, and aim to become more
productive and excellent, all for the sake of the
Kingdom of God.

Whether He calls you to be a good father or mother, to
run a business, to be an actor, to make music, to work
in construction, to serve in a ministry, or something
else, do it for Jesus and be led by the Holy Spirit.

And as you get to know the Lord, you may find that He
leads you to read books from secular people about how
to be wiser in a specific area because that wisdom is
useful for the specific thing He's called you to do.

When God gives you holy fear, you'll become more
concerned with the things of His Kingdom rather than
your own priorities. Because of it, you'll learn and grow
to accomplish whatever He wants you to do. This is
why it's the beginning (or foundation) of true wisdom.

So, let’s seek God together so that we can become
a people who fear Him, walk in true wisdom, and

shine His light in the world! 13



CONCLUSION

OUTRO

Hey, well, here we are; we've made it to the end of this
book. | hope you see the multifaceted beauty of holy
fear and are inspired to grow in it!

The 5 aspects of holy fear we covered, which are
awareness, dread, reverence, awe, and enjoyment, are
meant to be held in tension, as | said earlier. You may
find yourself growing in one aspect more than the
others at certain times in your life, and that's okay.

Here's what | want to leave you with as you move on to
read the rest of the Wisdom Collection of teachings:

Don't settle for a small God that's comfortable and
easy to comprehend; get to know the real living God of
the Bible, who is both the Lion and the Lamb, who is
so holy the angels tremble, yet is humble, gentle, and
gives us perfect peace.

Will you get to know Him as He really is?

As we end this book, | invite you to experience
the same fear of the Lord | have; take a moment

to pray and ask for it with me: 44



Dear Heavenly Father,

| ask You for the true fear of the Lord, not a fear that makes me run
from You, but one that draws me closer to You.

Give me a deep awareness of Your presence, so | stop living like
You're distant and start living life like You're right here with me, in
every moment of my day.

Give me a healthy dread of You, Lord, not one that torments me, but
one that comes from knowing my life is in Your hands, and that You're
serious about growing me into who You created me to be.

Give me reverence, so that the way | speak, work, and treat the people
around me is an act of worship toward You.

Give me awe, so | never reduce You to something I've already figured
out. Let me keep discovering You for the rest of my life.

And give me enjoyment of You, Father, so that knowing and obeying
You becomes the deepest pleasure | have.

I want to know You as You really are. Have Your way in me. Please
grow this holy fear in me.

In Jesus' name, Amen.
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	Don’t think that I’m telling you to be unloving if you fear God; on the contrary, when you’re set free from valuing the opinions of others too much or being afraid of what people will think, you’re also set free to love people with a pure love that isn’t self-seeking.
	I also don’t want you to think I’m saying you’ll no longer value feedback, criticism, or even praise from people. I’m just saying that the fear of the Lord puts all of these things in their proper perspective and makes you a healthier person.
	Imagine what your life would be like if you were fully aware and even experiencing God’s presence as you go about your day. You can be aware:
	My point is that at any moment of your day, you can connect with God, tune in to His voice, worship Him, and love Him.
	A lifestyle of continuous, conscious connection with God is possible through the fear of the Lord.
	DREAD
	One of the most difficult and traumatic things I’ve gone through was experiencing the atmosphere of Hell, albeit only for a few seconds.
	This happened only about 8 months after I first met Jesus face-to-face, and it came at a time when I was resisting the call of God on my life because of fear of what people would think, sin I wasn’t ready to let go of, and anger at God for even calling me in the first place.
	Having been around different churches, I’ve seen two extremes of the Christian faith: (1) Hyper-Legalistic, Wrathful Christianity & (2) Toxically Positive, Self-Centered, Cotton-candy Christianity
	One leaves you with a version of God that’s, well... evil. It leaves you unsure of your standing with Him, makes you scared that you’ll lose your salvation, and is simply not worthy of worship at all; the other leaves you with a God who will never confront you, correct you, or discipline you.
	But here’s the thing about the real Jesus: He’s both the loving God of the Bible who hangs out with sinners
	and He’s the Judge who calls all to repentance.
	The same Jesus who didn’t distance Himself from me when I was LGBTQ+ and showed me radical love is the same Jesus who confronted me about my sin of cowardice later on and gave me an experience of Hell, which I needed so that I could repent.
	8 months before I experienced Hell, I saw this Jesus; He physically healed me from self-harm and changed my desires, making me no longer desire men (He didn’t make me straight either).
	Jesus changed my life and showed me radical love, shocked me out of my atheism, and then... because He didn’t want me to stay stuck in my own stubbornness and fear, confronted me with Hell.
	Now, I bet you’re wondering what the experience was like. Well, around 2 am on June 14th, 2024, Jesus came into my room, and suddenly I was transported to Hell, and I saw a vision of myself lying dead with Him as the Lamb next to me (His presence as the Lamb is directly out of the Bible, by the way, in Revelation 14).
	I felt what God’s wrath in the Lake of Fire feels like. Here’s my best attempt to describe it:
	Even now, as I write about this experience, I still shudder. Again, my experience only lasted a couple of seconds, and when it was all said and done, the Holy Spirit loudly said to me:

	“Fear God.”
	You might be wondering how a loving God could do such a thing to me and how Jesus could say what He said in Matthew 10:28.
	You might even be thinking something like: “Doesn't the Bible say perfect love casts out all fear? Isn't God a loving God? So why is there a dread aspect to the fear of God? Isn't that a contradiction? Isn’t this unhealthy?”
	Well, first, the Bible does say that perfect love casts out all fear in 1 John 4:18. However, the thing we need to understand is that there are different flavours of fear in the Bible, which we can understand by looking at the original language.
	When we read the word “fear” in the Greek of 1 John 4:18, it’s addressing a specific kind of fear.
	John is telling us that God’s perfect love (which includes holy fear) casts out ungodly forms of fear like fear of God’s judgment, fear of separation from God, fear of man, fear of harm, etc.
	As children of God, we aren’t to have an unhealthy dread or fear that God will punish us in the sense of kicking us out of His family. We also aren’t to think He’s out to get us and is looking for any opportunity
	He can to discipline us.
	So, with this in mind, in Matthew 10:28, Jesus is
	telling us as believers to have a healthy dread
	of God that frees us from other fears.
	As God’s children, we’re to be absolutely aware of His power, authority, and holiness. Jesus is literally telling us to recognize: “Holy crap, God could end my life whenever He wants. My life is held in His hands. No one can harm me (physically, verbally, reputationally, etc.) unless He allows it.”
	However, none of this is meant to cause panic attacks or unhealthy anxiety; instead, Jesus tells us this right after what He said in verse 28:

	The person who fears God has a healthy dread.
	This is similar to how a child knows their parent loves them and knows their parent would never disown them, but... the child is very aware that their parent will discipline them if necessary.
	A healthy dread in the fear of God isn’t about being afraid of God revoking our salvation; it’s about being aware that our Heavenly Father cares for us and will do whatever is necessary to help us walk in His plan for our life because He loves us and we are worth everything to Him.
	When you have a proper fear of God (meaning that you recognize His absolute power over life, death, and eternity), you are freed from fearing anything else.
	And even though learning this may start out rough at first, it brings peace, long-term change, and God’s benefits. It is liberating, not something toxic!

	Did you know that spoiling a child and not disciplining them is considered abuse?
	That child, when they grow up and have to face the real world, is in for a world of hurt, or at the very least, may end up toxic, entitled, self-centered, and unfortunately hurting other people.
	If God is love, and His goal is to make us like Jesus Christ, wouldn’t it be unloving for Him to leave us to our own devices or neglect us or not do what’s needed to help us change?
	According to the logic of the above verse, God disciplining us doesn’t mean that He’s against us; instead, it’s proof that He loves us, it’s proof that we are His children, and it’s proof of our worth.
	Something I want you to know about the Father’s discipline is that He never does anything that would hinder us from becoming like Jesus. What I mean is that He has all wisdom and knowledge, and therefore knows what we actually need to grow.
	This means that His discipline may look different depending on the situation and may even look different depending on the person. For example:
	He may let you face the consequences of your actions.
	He may allow the enemy to attack you.
	He may allow suffering of various forms.

	I don’t want you to take away from this the idea that God is quick to discipline us like this when we stray from Him.
	Sometimes His discipline looks like embracing us with His presence, restoring us when we’ve failed Him, sending someone to bless us when we don’t deserve it, healing us emotionally or physically, or other unexpected ways of getting us to come back to Him.
	Furthermore, sometimes the above methods of discipline don’t happen in response to something we’ve done wrong; sometimes God brings discipline into our lives simply for the purpose of training us in righteousness and making us like Jesus.
	So, if discipline comes into your life, don’t always assume it’s something you did wrong!
	Here’s the point I’m trying to make with all of this:
	A healthy dread looks like a child of God being deeply aware that their Heavenly Father can do whatever He wants and is deeply committed to their growth. They acknowledge that they live in His world, not the other way around. They know that He will discipline them to train them in righteousness because He loves them.
	Now, let’s bring this full circle: my experience of Hell is exactly what I needed to grow and take God seriously. The results of it have been overwhelmingly positive! For example, immediately after it, I got my crap together and became very disciplined.
	I also don’t struggle as much with anxiety or crippling fear. Whenever I face something I’m afraid of, my relationship with fear is very different now than it was.
	When it comes to fearing what people’s opinions of me are, I don’t care as much as I used to. In fact, I catch myself at times, noticing that I responded to someone’s criticism of me in a very different way than how I would’ve in the past. It’s weird to go from being tormented by certain social interactions to being more confident because of God.
	Most likely, you won’t need an experience like what I had. God will do whatever you actually need so that you can grow. If an experience like mine would harm you long-term, He won’t do it. God’s discipline is always about restoration and helping us be like Him.
	Because of my personality, psychology, and, of course, God’s wisdom, He saw it fit to give me this experience as part of my process of growth in His Kingdom. And even though I wasn’t grateful for a while, I’m now grateful for Him disciplining me the way He did.
	To finish this chapter, I want to draw a clear distinction between unhealthy dread and healthy dread. That way, you’re left knowing exactly how to think about this aspect of the fear of the Lord and can move forward with Jesus properly.
	Unhealthy dread looks like a tormenting anxiety and paralyzing terror that leaves you full of insecurity and shame. It looks like thinking all you are to God is an unloved slave, not a child, who only expects
	punishment, rejection, and hardship.
	When you have this unhealthy dread, you’ll want to run away from God because you are scared of Him. In this state of mind, all you see Him as is a tyrant and unpredictable drill sergeant.
	However, a healthy dread looks like deep respect for your Heavenly Father and having sober caution about His discipline, holiness, and authority. All of this is rooted in love and security because you know you’re His child and are fully accepted by Him.
	Rather than a legalistic tyrant version of God or a cotton-candy version of Him, you understand that He is the Lion of Judah who is also the Lamb that was slain so you could belong to Him.
	The same holy God of the Bible that angels shudder at is also your Heavenly Father. He holds you in His hands and values you beyond anything you could fathom. This truth is meant to birth a great security and confidence, not unhealthy anxiety or panic.
	Finally, a healthy dread is normally the first aspect of holy fear to grow when God gives us the fear of the Lord. However, there is more than just this aspect. I’m excited to share 3 more aspects over the course of the next chapters.
	CHAPTER 4

	REVERENCE
	Reverence means having the highest form of honor and respect for God. It looks like having a dread of displeasing Him and wanting to live the way He designed you to. This means being afraid of grieving Him because you respect Him so much.
	It looks like having a heart and life that says, "Because
	I know who You are and what You can do, I will treat You, Your commandments, and Your creation with supreme honor."
	Those who revere God live a lifestyle of true worship that is characterized by godly actions.
	A person who reveres God sees Him rightly and therefore grows in a hatred of evil. Even though it can start this way, this hatred isn’t because the person is afraid of God’s discipline; rather, they see reality rightly and understand why God’s commands are there in the first place. They hate the stench of sin and injustice, and because of this, they seek to repent of their
	own sin and honor God by how they live.


	When you revere God, you take Him seriously. You’re not nonchalant about Him. I mean, how could you be? He’s the King of the Universe and, for some reason, He wants something to do with you!
	Practically speaking, what would your life look like if you embodied a holy reverence day-to-day?
	Maybe you’d treat what seems insignificant and mundane with the utmost care because the King is with you, cares about your actions, and is watching. These everyday things might become moments of worship rather than a bore.
	Here are some other examples of how you would live:
	Whether you’re washing dishes, volunteering, or messaging someone online, if you revere God, you do these things with Him and for Him. Your life isn’t compartmentalized between “this is for God” and “this is my own life”; instead, you recognize that all of your life belongs to God.
	Lastly, the person who lives in a reverent fear of God seeks to walk in God’s purpose for their life; they seek to know God relationally and live for His Kingdom.
	There is a big difference between bringing our dreams to God and asking Him to bless our plans, versus bringing them to Him and asking Him to reveal His plan for us and help us walk in it.
	I’m not saying that if you have a desire to dance, start a business, be an actor, or become a pastor, that God will shut that down. What I’m saying is that we need to take these things to Him and seek to follow His will for our lives. Sometimes He will redirect us, and at other
	times He will say, “I love this dream you have. Go
	for it! Do it for Me.”
	My question for you as we close this chapter is this:
	Will you revere God with all that you are? Will you
	live for Him every day and seek to walk in His will?
	Or will you settle for less?
	AWE
	What makes you ecstatic or leaves you jaw-dropped?
	It could be our smallness in comparison to the vastness of the universe, the beauty of the northern lights in the night sky, the intricacies of quantum mechanics, new music you’ve discovered, a movie, a moving life story, or even a food you tried while on vacation (any foodies here?).
	God Himself is awe-inspiring in all that He is. The person who fears Him knows they’ll never fully grasp the expanse of all there is to discover about Him, and this leaves them in a wondrous awe that draws them closer to Him.
	When I first encountered Jesus, I knew He was holy, all-powerful, completely pure, so intelligent that it was daunting, and part of me experienced holy dread, knowing I was sinful and unworthy of seeing Him... Yet, I was drawn to His beauty. I was totally awestruck!
	I saw and began to understand something that I had previously studied and even taught but clearly didn’t grasp: God’s perfection and matchlessness.


	Here’s the thing: Even though God can reveal specific aspects of Himself, and those aspects are overwhelmingly magnificent on their own, God isn't made up of parts. He is one unified Being. He isn't one part love, one part wrath, one part intelligence, and one part holiness. He just is.
	In who He is as this One God, He is utterly complete and whole in Himself. He doesn't need anyone to tell Him who He is or to complete Him. There's no higher power that makes our God the One True God.
	He just is.
	There's no growing for Him; there's no learning; there's no timeline He depends on. He is utterly perfect, lacking nothing.
	When I encountered Jesus, I saw the One to whom nothing can be compared. I couldn’t put Him in a box and be like “yeah, I’ve seen this before...” His very being shattered my categories because nothing in all of the universe compares to Him. He was matchless in every way!
	Every attribute He possesses is matchless. He is perfect and doesn't change, and He doesn't need our permission to be who He is. He just is.
	Since encountering Jesus a few years ago, I’ve
	thought deeply about what I saw; I’ve studied church history to see different believers’ experiences of God and how they explained their encounters with Him; I’ve studied the scriptures to understand Him more, and despite all my learning, I’ve come to know that I’ll never exhaust discovering more about this infinite, mysterious, perfect, matchless, and holy God.
	Here’s something that blew my mind about God after coming back to the faith: the Trinity. Realizing the Trinity was true absolutely floored me.
	Things were different than they were before when I was a preacher and taught about the doctrine of the Trinity. Now, I actually knew it was true, and I had no explanation for how it worked. I was just left amazed at how One God could somehow be Three Persons!
	Let me share another story about how great God is: I never thought I’d see Jesus; that encounter wasn’t something that was in the wheelhouse of things I thought I’d experience. So, after seeing Him, I didn’t expect to see anything more, yet I have.
	God showed me the 7 Spirits of God that are before His throne (Revelation 4, Isaiah 11). I saw, over the course of a couple of weeks, each manifestation of the Holy Spirit. And even though the Bible doesn’t say this specifically, each manifestation was a different color of the rainbow.
	Not only is God a Trinity, but the 3rd person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, reveals Himself as the 7 Spirits of God. These aren’t 7 more persons but instead the One Person manifesting Himself in 7 different ways.
	How mind-boggling is our God? Here’s the point I’m trying to make with all of this: God isn’t boring.
	I’ll go so far as to say that serving Him and walking in your Kingdom purpose, though it might bring suffering, is also the most exciting and exhilarating thing you can do. Why? Because you do it with God and for God, and when you walk in your God-given purpose, you get to know God in ways you otherwise wouldn’t.
	I pray that you come to know God in deeper ways. I pray that you experience His manifest presence. I pray that you don’t just read about Him or hear about Him, but that you actually know Him.
	There’s nothing more worthwhile than God Himself. Even if you lose the whole world because of knowing Him, you’ll gain much more than you could ever imagine because He is our Reward.
	So I call you to stand in awe of God and to bow in a wondrous reverence before Him. To seek after Him with a new attitude that says, “This is a holy adventure,” knowing that He is anything but boring.
	CHAPTER 6

	ENJOYMENT
	What makes you happy?
	Maybe you love playing video games, hanging out with friends, reading a book, traveling, making money, shopping, or something else.

	I believe we all need something that gives us pleasure and enjoyment in life. This is a part of God’s design.
	However, the person who fears God finds their greatest enjoyment in God Himself, and the rest of life’s pleasures are filtered through that delight.
	When I saw Jesus face-to-face, I felt pleasure better than anything on earth. It transcended any drug, romance, obsession, fun, memorable experience, or anything you could imagine.
	And when I feel God’s presence today, it energizes and invigorates me. There’s nothing quite like the sweetness of His presence.


	When Jesus was on earth, He walked in the perfect fear of the Lord, and His fear of God was a delight. Why? Because knowing the Father is rewarding in and of itself, even if our life on earth is difficult.
	Jesus’ life wasn’t easy, especially during His ministry. He didn’t have a home to stay in; people hated Him; His disciples were wild at times; He was speaking into a dead religious system with all the theological and political arguments that came with it; and He willingly died on the cross for our sins.
	Yet, He experienced a fullness of joy that came from the relationship He had with the Father and Holy Spirit (Psalm 16:11, John 17).
	Here’s my point: you can have a joy and delight that transcends your experiences. This doesn’t mean you’ll never cry or have a bad day, but it does mean you’ll receive fulfillment from knowing God Himself.
	Being honest with you, this truth is something I’m growing in, and it’s what’s keeping me grounded.
	I’ve wrestled deeply with the problem of evil, suffering, injustice, the craziness of church history, the deadness of much of the modern church, and how I feel about God because of all of these things.
	Seeing Jesus didn’t automatically answer my questions; truthfully, it has exacerbated them.
	But the truth that God Himself is enjoyable, which
	I know to be true biblically and experientially
	through my encounter with Jesus, keeps me
	level-headed despite my struggles.
	I know that Jesus really is all-powerful and all-knowing, meaning that He could change things all over the world with a snap of His fingers, but for some reason, beyond my own understanding, He doesn’t. He has some sort of plan (and most of the time, I wish He didn’t have this plan, but what do I know?).
	Despite this, I saw in His face that even with all the questions I have, He is somehow completely pure, good, morally perfect, and the One in whom I find the greatest delight.
	I don’t know how to reconcile what we see in the world with our God, but because He is truth, and because I’ve seen, I’ve come to accept that He simply is these things, and I’ll trust Him. And from this place of acceptance, I want to get to know Him because He gives me the greatest form of enjoyment I could have.
	So, even though, as of writing this book, my physical circumstances aren’t as good as I want them to be, my questions continue to grow, and my heart breaks more and more over injustice, I still love God and find my enjoyment in knowing and obeying Him.
	Mysteriously, the fear of the Lord leads us to fully engage with God intellectually, yet this enjoyment aspect of it transcends our intelligence.
	I remember the weekend I encountered Jesus: I was at a friend's house in another city because the Holy Spirit put it on his heart to have me visit. He is a worship leader, and we spent time catching up and singing worship songs together. Even though I was agnostic,
	I still enjoyed this because my friend is a good
	singer and he was really in love with God.
	His love for God, which he expressed through music, intrigued me. This man poured out his heart before God and seemed to have an actual connection with Him. He seemed to actually enjoy the God of the Bible.
	This was very different from the kind of Christianity I was used to. Yes, I had moments before this of crying during praise songs, but most of my relationship with God was about “obey. obey. obey. If you don’t, He’ll discipline you, or you’ll be in trouble with the church.”
	And yes, my friend lived a life of obedience, but all
	of this flowed from this connection of love and delight he had with God.
	Even though at the time, I didn’t believe in the God of the Bible, I wanted what he had.
	It was at the end of this weekend that I met Jesus in the room I was staying in at my friend's place. And in this moment, I finally saw how beautiful God is.
	Yeah, life with God can be hard, overwhelming, and very difficult, but He is so amazing that whatever you might lose is blown out of the water by who He is.
	There’s a lot I don’t understand, even though I’ve done so much studying to try to gain some understanding.
	Yet, one thing I do understand is that there’s no one quite like God. One glimpse of Him will awaken you to the greatest hunger, drive, and enjoyment you could ever experience; something so worthwhile that you’d sell all you own for it or even lay down your life for it.
	I invite you to experience and enjoy the
	wonderful presence of God.
	MEANING
	OF LIFE
	Now that we’ve discussed what the fear of the Lord is and the 5 aspects of it that are held in tension together, I hope this theology changes your worldview.
	Imagine with me for a moment that God doesn’t exist, or at the very least, He is distant and uninvolved in His creation. From this worldview, ask yourself: what meaning is there to life?
	This is essentially what King Solomon meant by the phrase “life under the sun” in the book Ecclesiastes in the Bible. This man of God initially lived for Him, but later in his life, he fell from God and lived a life pursuing pleasure, women, success, and more.
	He wrote Ecclesiastes when he was old, reflecting on his life as well as this “under the sun” perspective in contrast to a life that’s defined by God Himself.
	Solomon’s observations are, well... depressing. And I mean, if you truly live as if this life is all there is and follow that to its logical conclusion, I think a depressing worldview only makes sense.

	So, what does life look like if we only live “under the sun”? Here are some examples:
	And the examples of different lives I could give are endless, but there’s something in common with each example I gave: none of these people actually know God; they all live within the worldview of functional atheism (“life under the sun”), even the pastor.
	You can go to church or attend small groups, you can sing worship songs, you can volunteer, and still live as a functional atheist, because you don’t actually live within a conscious awareness of God that’s birthed from encountering and knowing Him.
	If we live in the framework of “life under the sun,”
	then life is just random and tedious; we wake up each day to do our work, pay bills, maybe party or hang out with friends, experience hardship for no reason,
	and go to church only to waste our time.
	If God doesn’t exist (or isn’t involved), then just live for yourself, pursue your dreams, and realize that even this, in and of itself, despite giving temporary pleasure, is ultimately void of any meaning. All of us will die, and the majority of us will eventually be forgotten.
	But there’s some good news: at the end of a 12-chapter book outlining the meaninglessness of “life under the sun,” the author says this:
	We’re created to live for, know, and obey God! There is no ultimate meaning apart from this.
	If we want to escape the logical implications of the “life under the sun” worldview, we need to “look above the sun” to God. He is our Creator; He’s involved in His creation, and fearing Him and obeying His commandments is the purpose He created
	human beings for.

	The person who fears God lives to glorify Him, enjoy Him, and participate in the life that only comes through a living relationship with Him.
	Scripture teaches that creation exists for the glory of God (God’s glory is the weight and beauty of the fullness of who He is). So, to glorify God means recognizing the truth that everything, including our
	own lives, was made to display who He is, and that
	He’s the One who gives us the ability to do this (Romans 11:36, Colossians 1:16, 1 Corinthians 8:6).

	The person who fears God is aware that their life brings Him glory and they intentionally live to bring honor to God because they know that through
	Christ, they’re “vessels of honor.”
	So let me ask you: are you living according to the meaning of life? Do you fear God and obey His commandments? Do you take Him seriously and live for His Kingdom? Is He the center of your life, or
	just a side piece?
	Don’t get me wrong, I’m not suggesting that if you struggle with sin that you don’t fear God. What I’m saying is to examine who has your heart. Does God have your heart? Or does something else have it?
	I encourage you to seek God so that you can receive and/or grow in the fear of the Lord, because living in it is what you and I were designed for.
	Also, I want you to know that if you belong to the Father through Jesus, you’re born again by the Holy Spirit. Because of this, God will work in your life to help you desire and be capable of doing His will, and due to His work, you’ll progressively walk more in alignment with what it means to be a “vessel of honor.”
	With all of this explored, I say to you to embrace the meaning of life: fearing God and obeying His commandments.
	CHAPTER 8

	BEGINNING OF WISDOM
	A person who knows and fears God is truly wise.
	This doesn’t mean that a person can’t be intelligent, disciplined, productive, skilled, or knowledgeable, and not fear God. Many people who don’t fear God build businesses, are experts, and do incredibly difficult things. They are intelligent people who are
	very skilled in practical matters.
	However, they don’t have true wisdom. In a biblical worldview, they have practical wisdom, having the ability to acquire and apply knowledge, but true wisdom
	would look like them applying that knowledge in a
	way that honors God, accomplishes His will, and
	aligns with His morality.
	Here’s my point: when Proverbs tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, it’s saying that you cannot have true wisdom in the eyes of God
	unless you’re living for Him and His purposes.

	Practical wisdom comes from God; however, for it to be true wisdom, you have to do the correct thing, in the best way, for the right reasons (for God).
	This means that you can use practical wisdom, which originally came from God, and twist it, thereby making it fleshly or demonic wisdom (James 3:14-15).
	The difference between godly and demonic wisdom is that the person who walks in godly wisdom uses practical wisdom to honor God and do His will. On the other hand, the person who walks in demonic wisdom uses practical wisdom to honor themselves (and/or an idol) and do their own will.
	Now, if we think back to the previous chapter about the meaning of life, and we acknowledge that God will judge us based on what we do for Him, then wouldn’t it be wise to seek Him, know Him, and actively do whatever He wants us to do?
	You can be the most successful, productive, and organized person with all your ducks in a row, but if everything you do revolves around the wrong thing,
	then, biblically speaking, you’re not truly wise.
	Whether it’s an idol (something you worship besides God Himself, like money, sexuality, the opinions of people, success, etc.), or simply yourself, if your life is built around the wrong things, then you have missed out on walking in a life of true wisdom.
	You may be thinking: “What does living for God’s Kingdom look like, and is it really practical? Because
	I need to take care of myself and generate enough income to support my life; how can I do this if I’m focused on God’s priorities?”
	You could also be thinking, “I’m going to end up poor and miserable if I follow God like you’re saying.”
	This isn’t the case. Being poor isn’t a marker of spiritual maturity, nor is being rich. Being faithful to God and living a life that’s about Him is what makes someone spiritually mature.
	Whether rich or poor, the point is following God, knowing Him, and being led by His Spirit. When our mindset and priorities are right, according to Jesus,
	we have no reason to worry about these things:
	God provides for His people. Jesus tells us to focus on His Kingdom and growing in practical righteousness, and to trust our Heavenly Father to provide what we actually need.
	Our needs include everyday essentials, but they also include what’s needed to accomplish God’s specific will for our life.
	For example, if you’re called to run a clothing business for the Kingdom, God will provide through whatever means He’s decided to use (whether that’s through hard work and practical wisdom, someone giving you money, God giving you favor, etc.).
	According to Deuteronomy 8:18, God is the One who gives us the power to get wealth, and because we’re in His Kingdom, this is according to the specific path God has called each of us to walk in.
	If He wants to provide in an extraordinary supernatural way, that’s up to Him; or if He wants to provide
	through everyday means, that’s up to Him.
	God isn’t against wealth or material possessions. He’s simply against us living for these things rather than for Him. He’s also against us participating in unjust practices, not being generous, and having bad stewardship with what He gives us.
	Regardless of our life situation, each of us needs to ask ourselves, “Am I actually advancing God’s Kingdom through what I’m pouring my time, energy, skill, and influence into? Am I doing what the Holy Spirit is
	leading me to do?”
	My encouragement to you is to learn practical wisdom, take on healthy mindsets, and aim to become more productive and excellent, all for the sake of the Kingdom of God.
	Whether He calls you to be a good father or mother, to run a business, to be an actor, to make music, to work in construction, to serve in a ministry, or something else, do it for Jesus and be led by the Holy Spirit.
	And as you get to know the Lord, you may find that He leads you to read books from secular people about how to be wiser in a specific area because that wisdom is useful for the specific thing He’s called you to do.
	When God gives you holy fear, you’ll become more concerned with the things of His Kingdom rather than your own priorities. Because of it, you’ll learn and grow to accomplish whatever He wants you to do. This is why it’s the beginning (or foundation) of true wisdom.
	So, let’s seek God together so that we can become
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